
 BY SAMEER N. YACOUB 
AND LARA JAKES

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD  — U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry warned Mid-
east nations on Wednesday against 
taking new military action in Iraq 
that might heighten sectarian divi-

sions, as reports surfaced that Syria 
launched airstrikes across the border 
and Iran flew surveillance drones 
over the neighboring country.

A senior Iraqi military official 
confirmed that Syrian warplanes 
bombed militants’ positions Tues-
day in and near the border crossing 
in the town of Qaim. He said Iraq’s 

other neighbors — Jordan, 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey — were all bolstering 
flights just inside their airspace 
to monitor the situation. The official 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because he was not authorized 
to speak to the media.
SEE WARNING ON PAGE 9 
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 Nisar Ahmad, 22, shows 
examples of a finished replica 
pistol and one he is still 
working on at his workshop 
in Kabul. The tradition of 
making firearms by hand in 
Afghanistan dates to before 
the fight against British 
armies in the 19th century.
JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

 KABUL — An onslaught by hundreds of 
Taliban militants across a region of south-
ern Afghanistan only recently vacated by 
U.S. Marines is testing the ability of gov-
ernment forces to secure the country’s 
most volatile areas ahead of NATO’s immi-
nent withdrawal.

While years of operations by internation-
al and Afghan forces have left the Taliban 
largely restricted to guerrilla-style opera-
tions, the offensive in Helmand province 
comes as the Afghan government seeks to 

prove that it can prevent insurgents from 
expanding their influence by force.

For nearly the past week, as many as 800 
insurgents staged attacks across several 
districts in Helmand province, including 
the strategic district of Sangin, Afghan of-
ficials said.

Taliban fighters began attacking police 
checkpoints in Helmand’s Sangin district 
on Sunday, forcing the government to send 

reinforcements to bolster the local secu-
rity forces, according to The Associated 
Press.

Afghan Defense Ministry spokesman 
Gen. Mohammad Zahir Azimi told the AP
on Wednesday that the clashes had spread to
three other districts, Kajaki, Musa Qala and 
Nowzad.

“What’s scary is that for years there was
a direct correlation between the presence
of foreign troops and the levels of violence,”
said Graeme Smith, senior analyst with the 
International Crisis Group.

SEE ONSLAUGHT ON PAGE 3
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“We have learned that 
pilots must understand 

and command automation, 
and not become over-
reliant on it. The pilot 

must always be the boss.”
— acting National Transportation 

Safety Board Chairman Christopher 
Hart, after a hearing on the July 
2013 crash of an Asiana Airlines 

777 while landing in San Francisco

See story on Page 10 
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BY JOHN VANDIVER

Stars and Stripes

 STUTTGART, Germany — 
NATO foreign ministers endorsed 
a series of support measures to 
 bolster Ukraine’s defense capa-
bilities in areas such as logistics, 
cyberdefense and command and 
control, the alliance’s top official 
said. 

 Foreign ministers met  Wednes-
day to discuss the crisis in 
Ukraine, which  has soured rela-
tions between NATO and  Russia. 

NATO Secretary-General An-
ders Fogh Rasmussen called 
on Russia to stop its support of 
pro-Russia militants operating 
in Ukraine and to cease sending 
weapons into the country to arm 
them.

“This is a real opportunity to 
de-escalate the crisis caused by 
Russia’s aggression, and Russia 
must step back in line with its in-
ternational obligations,” he said 
at a news conference at the alli-
ance’s headquarters in Brussels.

Russia’s upper house of parlia-
ment on Wednesday, at the request 
of President Vladimir Putin, can-
celed a resolution allowing use of 
force in Ukraine after Ukraine 
declared a cease-fire with pro-
Russian separatists.

In addition to measures taken 
to strengthen NATO’s partner-
ship with Ukraine — a nonmem-
ber state — the alliance  discussed 
future NATO enlargement. Ras-
mussen said NATO remains com-

mitted to adding Montenegro and 
 Georgia in the years ahead, de-
spite Russian objections.

Russia has long viewed NATO’s 
push east as a threat to its own se-
curity, but Rasmussen said those 
fears are misplaced.

“Our summit in Wales in Sep-
tember will mark that success 
and maintain the momentum,” 
Rasmussen said at the start of 
talks on Wednesday. “And let me 
be clear: NATO’s door remains 
open. And no third country has a 
veto over NATO enlargement.”

Still, the decision to  bring more 

countries under NATO’s secu-
rity umbrella remains controver-
sial. A senior diplomat to NATO, 
speaking on the customary con-
dition of anonymity, said there is 
resistance among  several mem-
ber states  that see any NATO 
enlargement as unnecessary an-
tagonism toward Russia.

Rasmussen, at the conclusion 
of talks Thursday, also called for 
a credible political transition in 
Afghanistan where a dispute over 
the results of the recent presiden-
tial election persists. Such a reso-
lution is needed for the Afghan 

government to move forward with
a long-term security deal with the
U.S. and NATO — a prerequisite
for a post-2014 training mission 
in Afghanistan. That mission will 
involve about 9,800 U.S. troops
and likely between 2,000 and
3,000 NATO troops.

Final numbers, however, on
NATO troop contributions from
allies have not been reached,
Rasmussen said.

“I am not able to provide any
exact figures for this stage, but I
can confirm a number of nations
have already come forward with 
concrete announcements. This
will not only be a U.S. mission.”

 The unrest in Iraq also was dis-
cussed by allies,   which are con-
cerned about the potential ripple 
effect on member state Turkey, 
which borders  Syria and Iraq. 

“I can assure you that NATO 
allies stand together in solidarity
and unity and we are focused on
providing effective defense and
protection of all our allies includ-
ing Turkey,” Rasmussen said.

NATO  last year deployed Pa-
triot missiles in response to a
Turkish request for air defense
support aimed at countering a po-
tential strike from Syria. 

“And we will not hesitate to
take the next steps to ensure ef-
fective defense and protection of 
Turkey,” Rasmussen said.
Stars and Stripes reporter Slobodan 
Lekic contributed to this report.
vandiver.john@stripes.com

 The Associated Press

MOSCOW — On Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin’s demand, 
the upper house of the Russian 
parliament on Wednesday can-
celed a resolution allowing the 

use of military force in Ukraine, a 
move intended to show Moscow’s 
eagerness to de-escalate tensions 
and avoid a new round of Western 
sanctions.

Putin had said his request, 
made a day earlier, was intended 
to help support the peace process 
in Ukraine, which began Fri-
day with a weeklong cease-fire. 
Putin needs to show his support 
for Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko’s peace plan ahead 
of Friday’s European Union sum-
mit, which is set to discuss new 
sanctions against Russia.

The cease-fire, however, ap-
pears to be in jeopardy, repeat-
edly interrupted by fighting. 

Local residents said fighting was 
raging as recently as Wednesday 
morning around the city of Slovy-
ansk where at least one woman 
died when a mortar bomb tore 
through the roof of her house. AP 
reporters who visited Slovyansk 
saw fresh damage from the fight-
ing and witnesses said that rebels 
fired on government forces’ posi-
tions just outside the city, draw-
ing retaliatory fire that damaged 
some residential buildings.

On Tuesday, Poroshenko 
warned that he may end the truce 
ahead of time after rebels, who 
had pledged to respect the cease-
fire, used a shoulder-fired missile 
to down a Ukrainian military he-

licopter, killing nine servicemen.
German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel told lawmakers Wednes-
day that Putin’s move to rescind
the permission for using military
force in Ukraine was an “impor-
tant psychological point,” but 
that progress toward a solution
remains slow and EU is still pre-
pared to increase sanctions.

 Two previous rounds of U.S.
and EU sanctions imposed asset 
freezes and travel bans on mem-
bers of Putin’s inner circle over 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea. 
The next round, which would im-
pose penalties for entire sectors 
of the Russian economy, could be
far more crippling . 

In the June 23 story 
on the U.S. Forces Korea 
commander’s name being 
used in an email and Face-
book scam, the wrong rank 
was given for Gen. Curtis 
“Mike” Scaparrotti.

Correction

Russia annuls sanction for use of force in Ukraine

NATO backs Ukraine defense help

 Courtesy of NATO

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen said Wednesday 
that Russia should stop its support of pro-Russia militants operating 
in Ukraine and  stop sending weapons into the country to arm them. 
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Operations by coalition forc-
es generally led to higher levels 
of fighting as foreign troops 
launched offensive operations 
and insurgents found plenty of 
targets to attack, he explained. 
“But now we’re seeing contin-
ued escalation in violence even 
as the number of foreign troops 
diminishes. This fighting sea-
son is shaping up to be as bad 
as 2011,” when the U.S. troop 
surge in Af-
ghanistan 
came to a 
close.

The last 
U.S. Ma-
rines pulled 
out of Sangin 
last month, 
after more 
than three 
years of 
bloody fight-
ing. Before 
that, British troops also took 
high casualties in an attempt to 
subdue a stubborn insurgency 
in the Taliban stronghold.

There were conflicting casu-
alty counts as the fighting con-
tinued on Wednesday. 

Omar Zwak, a spokesman for 
Helmand’s provincial governor, 
told Stars and Stripes that at 
least 40 Taliban had been killed 
and another 40 injured. 

At least 22 Afghan soldiers 
and police had died, along with 
more than 30 civilians, he said. 

Interior Ministry spokesman 
Siddiq Siddiqi put the number of 
Taliban dead at about 100. The 
offensive resulted in “no major 
loss of territory,” he asserted.

Some 2,000 families were re-
ported to have been displaced 
by the fighting.

By Tuesday, Zwak said, the 
Taliban thrust had been blunt-
ed and government reinforce-
ments had arrived and were 
beginning clearing operations.

Sangin and surrounding 
areas are situated just north of 
the urban areas of Kandahar 
and Lashkar Gah, in Helmand. 

The relatively fertile area 
along the Helmand River has 
been a base of support for the 
Taliban and other insurgents.

“The main reason the insur-
gents wanted to capture stra-
tegic points in Sangin was that 
would allow them to threaten 
other districts,” he said. 

“But they were pushed 
back.”

Qari Yousaf Ahmadi, the 
spokesman for the Taliban in 
southern Afghanistan,  offered 
a different account, claiming 
that only five insurgents had 
died while inflicting more than 
50 casualties on the Afghan Na-
tional Security Forces. 

He said that the insurgents 
held ground in Sangin, Kajaki, 
and Nawzad districts. 

“Our target is not only cap-
turing these districts, but giv-

ing a blow to the enemy,” he 
said.

Militants concentrated on 
trying to capture the Sangin 
district government center, 
which would be a symbolic 
blow to the central government, 
said a Taliban commander, who 
spoke to Stripes on the condi-
tion that his name not be used 
for his own security.

“There are some enemy 
check posts in the higher loca-

tions that 
are still re-
sisting, but 
we focus on 
capturing 
the district 
center, be-
cause if we 
capture the 
center, the 
remaining 
areas will 
come under 
our control 

easily,” he said.
Citing Afghan officials, a 

spokesperson for NATO’s In-
ternational Security Assistance 
Force said all checkpoints 
in Sangin are under ANSF 
control.

The U.S.-led coalition said 
that it was providing support 
to the Afghan national security 
forces in the area over the past 
72 hours, including helicopter 
escorts for medical evacua-
tions, intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance assets and 
close air support. “All check-
points in Helmand are cur-
rently under ANSF control and 
this remains an ANSF-led op-
eration,” the coalition said in an 
emailed statement to the AP. 

The area is  crucial for the 
Taliban because it serves as an 
economic hub that  allows the 
insurgent group to maintain 
control over the drug trade, 
said the ICG’s  Smith.

“Unfortunately, we predicted 
district centers would come 
under pressure because the Af-
ghan forces are stretched fairly 
thin and it’s difficult for them to 
move things logistically as sup-
ply lines get stretched and the 
Taliban cut off the roads,” he 
said.

In previous years, interna-
tional troops, and especially 
air power, were able to prevent 
the Taliban from  massing their 
fighters , said Smith, who spent 
many years living in southern 
Afghanistan. 

That kept insurgents from 
 overrunning urban centers, but 
it led to more guerrilla-style 
warfare.  

“Even though (international 
troops)  succeeded in holding 
those capitals, it stirred up a lot 
of resentment,” Smith said.  
Zubair Babakarkhail contributed
to this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

Onslaught: Afghan 
forces defending key 
area from the Taliban

MILITARY

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Nearly a third of veterans 
seeking care for post-traumatic stress disorder and 
traumatic brain injuries drop out of treatment, cit-
ing a lack of improvement and dissatisfaction with 
medical providers, according to a new study that 
reflects the military’s ongoing struggle to bolster its 
mental health services.

In the survey of more than 3,100 veterans, com-
missioned by the American Legion, almost 60 per-
cent of those who received behavioral counseling 
reported that their symptoms stayed the same or 
worsened during treatment.

The figures were similar among veterans pre-
scribed medication to cope with PTSD and TBI, 
with 52 percent claiming their condition went un-
changed or deteriorated.

Amid deepening concerns that medical providers 
are overprescribing drugs for veterans, more than 
half of the survey’s participants reported having 
five or more prescriptions.

More than 20 percent said they take 10 or more 
prescribed medications.

Though limited in scientific scope and depth, the 
study, conducted by Data Recognition Corp., pres-
ents a snapshot of care received by veterans and 
their perceptions of that treatment, which included 

a wide range of behavioral health therapies.
The responses suggest that efforts by the mili-

tary and the Department of Veterans Affairs to
strengthen behavioral health care are yielding
mixed results.

The survey showed that more than 40 percent of
those who quit treatment did so because their condi-
tion had failed to improve or they had grown frus-
trated with their provider.

Other reasons included side effects of treatment,
the distance needed to travel to appointments and
the stigma associated with seeking mental health 
care.

The study was released Tuesday at an American 
Legion symposium on PTSD and TBI. It follows a
report issued last week by the Institute of Medicine
that questioned the efficacy and tracking of PTSD
treatments offered to veterans by the VA and De-
partment of Defense.

The institute’s report described DOD’s PTSD
programs as “ad hoc, incremental and crisis-driven,
with little planning devoted to the development of 
a long-range, population-based approach for the
disorder.”

While VA programs are more cohesive, the report
stated, “there are few data to indicate that PTSD-
related performance measures are being met.”

BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl has not admitted to any 
wrongdoing during the weeks of 
debriefings he has undergone 
since his May 31 release by the 
Taliban, Army officials said 
Wednesday.

Bergdahl is undergoing rein-
tegration treatment at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas, to help him deal 
with the effects of five years in 
captivity.

That process could be finished 
within two weeks, said senior 
Army officials who spoke to re-
porters at the Pentagon on the 
condition of anonymity.

He’s currently on temporary 
duty medical leave to receive 
treatment, but remains a mem-
ber of 1st Battalion, 501st In-
fantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Di-
vision, based at Fort Richardson, 
Alaska, officials said.

Because the priority is recov-
ery, he has not been questioned 
about the circumstances of his 
2009 disappearance from a re-
mote outpost in Afghanistan’s 
Paktika province, officials said.

However, a spontaneous ad-
mission that he voluntarily left 
would be usable in legal or disci-
plinary proceedings, they said.

Should he make an incriminat-
ing statement, debriefing would 
end and he would be informed 
of his legal rights, including the 
right to representation, officials 
said. 

But as of now, Bergdahl has 
not requested a lawyer and has 
not yet been informed of his 
rights under the Uniform Code 
of Military Justice, they said. 
Former members of his unit 
have charged that soldiers were 
killed and injured during opera-
tions —including searches — that 
resulted from his disappearance.

“The focus of the reintegration 
briefing is on point of capture 
forward,” an Army officials said. 
“We have no reason to believe he 
has engaged in any misconduct. 
You don’t advise an individual of 
his or her rights until you believe 
they’ve engaged in criminal 
misconduct.”

Once reintegration ends, he’ll 
likely be questioned by Army 
investigators attempting to piece 
together what happened before 
and after his disappearance.

A preliminary 2009 investiga-
tion by the Army concluded he 
walked off his post. 

The Army last week appointed 
a two-star general to begin a new 
investigation to delve further 
into the matter. The results are 
due in August.

A key question the investiga-
tion will seek to answer is wheth-
er Bergdahl should be classified 
as having been a prisoner during 
his ordeal, or if he was absent 

without leave or a deserter.
The decision on whether to

charge him with wrongdoing will 
be made by a senior Army com-
mander reviewing of the current
investigation, which must be
completed by mid-August.

If Bergdahl is found to have
been AWOL or a deserter, pen-
alties could range from a court-
martial and jail time to being 
administratively separated from 
the Army with an other-than-
honorable discharge.

“The military justice system
doesn’t have strict rules about
how cases are supposed to be 
handled, so you could potentially
have a deserter who just gets an 
administrative discharge,” Eu-
gene Fidell, who teaches military
law at Yale University, told Stars
and Stripes earlier this month.

The determination of his status
during those five years of captiv-
ity will have an affect on his pay, 
however. If he’s found to have 
been a prisoner, he’s eligible for
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
of back pay and prisoner of war
benefits.

If he deserted or was AWOL, 
he’ll end up owing the mili-
tary for pay he accrued during
captivity.
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Study: DOD is struggling to 
provide mental health care

Army: Bergdahl reintegration 
could be complete in 2 weeks

Bergdahl has not been questioned about the 
circumstances of his 2009 disappearance 
from a remote Afghanistan province
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BY ASHLEY ROWLAND

Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
first of several facilities at Han-
nam Village will shut down this 
weekend, a sign that the planned 
closure of the Seoul military hous-
ing complex has begun. 

The AAFES Express Shoppette 
at Hannam Village will close Sat-
urday and will be followed by the 
closure of the complex’s gym on 
Aug. 1 and the commissary on 
or about Sept. 30, said U.S. Army 
Garrison Yongsan spokeswoman 
Nikki Maxwell. 

All tenants are required to va-
cate Hannam by Nov. 1, and the 
facility will close on Nov. 30, she 
said. 

The military’s lease for the 
512-unit complex, which houses 
accompanied servicemembers 
largely stationed at Yongsan, ex-
pires at the end of December. 

The scheduled closure is part 
of U.S. Forces Korea’s gradual ef-
forts to move troops in and north 
of Seoul to regional hubs south 
of the capital. Most Army forces 

will move to Camp Humphreys, 
a once-sleepy helicopter base in 
Pyeongtaek that is undergoing a 
massive expansion.  

Built in the early 1980s and about 
a 10-minute drive from Yongsan, 
Hannam Village — which also 
includes  two playgrounds  and a 
ball field —  underwent a massive 
overhaul in 2009-10. It  has been 
the subject of complaints from 
residents about the quality of the 
facilities and the condition of gov-
ernment furnishings. Military 
officials have said the planned clo-
sure of Hannam was not linked to 
maintenance or other concerns. 

It was unclear how many fami-
lies now live at Hannam, but near-
ly 380 units were occupied as of 
November 2013. Incoming fami-
lies assigned to Seoul that would 
have been eligible to live at Han-
nam Village will live on off-post 
housing, garrison officials have 
said. 

 Katherine Hammack, the Ar-
my’s assistant secretary for instal-
lations, energy and environment, 
told Stars and Stripes in the spring 
that the $10 billion-plus Hum-

phreys expansion was on track to 
be completed in 2016-17, with 40 
percent of construction at the site 
already finished.   

A shortage of off-post housing 
for the thousands of troops and 
civilians projected to move to the 
area could potentially slow the re-
location, though Hammack said 
Korea developers are expected 

to fill the gap now that they see 
the long-delayed project is finally 
moving forward. 

The relocation has faced mul-
tiple setbacks due to funding and 
construction problems. The move 
was initially scheduled to take 
place in 2008 but was postponed 
until 2012 and then to 2016.
rowland.ashley@stripes.com 

Hannam Village 
closure begins

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY ROWLAND/Stars and Stripes

Above: Hannam Village is scheduled to close later this year as part 
of U.S. Forces Korea’s gradual relocation to Camp Humphreys. 
 Right: A notice posted outside the Hannam Village shopping center 
announc es the upcoming closure of the AAFES shoppette. 
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Busy Yokota airport causing headaches
BY SETH ROBSON

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
For some, Yokota Air Base would 
be a great place to live and work 
if it wasn’t for all those airplanes 
flying around.

The planes — mostly C-130 
transports from the 374th Airlift 
Wing — are a pet peeve for some 
Yokotans who have taken to the 
Internet to complain about the in-
convenience they cause.

Last month, in a post on Yokota 
Talk — a community Facebook 
page — someone wrote: “I know 
Yokota is an Air Force base and 
all… but I am not particularly 
fond of airplanes whizzing past 
my house so close that I can see 
the smile on the pilot’s face… Did 
I wake up in downtown Saigon this 
morning?”

Yokota spokesman 1st Lt. Jacob 
Bailey said in an email this week 
that the base gets about 35 noise 

complaints a month from people 
living near the base. For those liv-
ing on-base, however, the largest 
complaint seems to be the traffic 
delays caused by aircraft. 

An unusual thing about the air 
base is the runway splits the base 
in two, meaning motorists need to 
drive across the runway to move 
between homes, offices and other 
facilities on the installation.

“Yokota’s flight line is situated 
in a densely populated metro-
politan area and there is a limited 
amount of real estate to operate 
within,” Bailey said. “Overrun 
traffic stops are a necessary mea-
sure to ensure the safety of vehi-
cles transiting from one side of the 
base to the other.”

The bad news for those hoping 
for a summer reprieve: The planes 
aren’t going to slow down anytime 
soon. In the past, the planes might 
have flown farther afield, around 
Mount Fuji or to other bases in 
Japan, meaning the take-offs and 

landings weren’t so close together. 
But, as a cost-saving measure, 

there have been more local train-
ing sorties, more “touch-and-go” 
landings, more  exercises involv-
ing cargo and more personnel 
parachuting onto the base.

As a result, there have been 
more delays for motorists, Bailey 
said.

“A prioritization on local train-
ing accomplishment keeps our 
airmen mission ready, while 
enabling our wing to continue 
investing resources into other re-
gional exercises and contingencies 
throughout the Western Pacific, he 
said. “Base leadership is informed 
of social media concerns involv-
ing overrun traffic delays and ap-
preciates everyone’s patience and 
understanding on the matter.”

Frustrated residents have been 
offering solutions to the problem, 
such as building a tunnel under 
the runway, or perhaps or a new 
road, to solve the problem. Ac-
cording to Bailey, however, such 
alterations would be expensive 
and aren’t planned.

Instead, air traffic controllers 
coordinate with aircrews as best 
they can in an effort to ease traf-
fic in the most expeditious — and 
safest — manner possible, Bailey 
said.

“Yokota’s air traffic controllers 
operate with the public’s safety in 

mind by managing the best traffic 
flow possible, both in the air and 
on the ground,” he said.

However, despite the control-
lers’ best efforts, cars back up for 
hundreds of meters beside the 
flightline during rush hour and 
some motorists who, before they 
reach the overrun, face a maze-
like commute due to seemingly 
endless construction projects, 
aren’t happy.

 The irony of people associated 
with an Air Force base complain-
ing about planes hasn’t been lost 
on dozens of other Yokota Talk 

posters who have taken their
neighbors to task.

One responded sarcastically:
“We are just flying around in
circles just to make your day mis-
erable and burn taxpayer dollars.
You are right we actually mission 
plan around how to annoy every-
one here. It’s weird that at an Air
Force base we are practicing to fly
airplanes. I certainly have a hard 
time getting my head around the
idea too.”  

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson

‘ I know Yokota is an Air Force base and all 
… but I am not particularly fond of airplanes 
whizzing past my house so close that I can 
see the smile on the pilot’s face. ’

posting on Facebook community page Yokota Talk

OSAKABE YASUO/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

Ten C-130 Hercules from the 36th Airlift Squadron taxi out for a 
training mission during a sortie at Yokota Air Base, Japan, in 2013. 
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BY SETH ROBSON
AND CHIYOMI SUMIDA

Stars and Stripes

Officials in northern Japan 
— where the U.S. Air Force has 
decided to temporarily base its 
largest unmanned aircraft — 
want more information about the 
safety of military drones follow-
ing a recent report that more than 
400 large remotely controlled air-
craft have crashed since Sept. 11, 
2001.

Information about the crashes 
was included in 50,000 pages of 
accident investigation reports 
and other records provided to The 
Washington Post, which filed two 
dozen Freedom of Information 
Act requests with the Air Force, 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps.

The public release of the crash 
data comes less than a month 
after the Air Force began flying 
the RQ-4 Global Hawk out of Mi-
sawa Air Base — a dual-use facil-
ity where the U.S. military shares 
a runway with commercial pas-
senger jets.

The Global Hawks have been 
temporarily moved to Misawa 
from Guam, which is in the path 
of typhoons during the summer 
months. Officials have not re-
vealed where they fly during mis-

sions other than “various places 
around the Pacific.” However, 
experts say they are likely spying 
on North Korea and China.

Misawa City officials were as-
sured of the Global Hawk’s exem-
plary safety record by U.S. Forces 
Japan commander Lt. Gen. Sam 
Angelella last month. Now they 
have asked the Japanese govern-
ment to confirm the validity of 
the newly released drone accident 
data, which indicate that at least 
five Global Hawks have crashed.

The drone safety documents, 
which include data from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, 
NASA, universities, law enforce-
ment agencies and other drone 
users, detail numerous cases of 
unmanned aircraft flying danger-
ously close to passenger planes in 
the U.S., along with a large num-
ber of crashes and near-misses 
involving military drones.

Perhaps the most worrying 
incident was a midair crash be-
tween a C-130 Hercules — a large 
military transport plane — and 
an unmanned 375-pound RQ-7B 
Shadow in eastern Afghanistan 
in August 2011. 

The crash destroyed the drone 
and forced the smoking Hercules 
to land immediately, with jet fuel 
pouring out of a gash in its wing, 

the Post reported.
Misawa City military affairs 

office chief Shuichi Hiraide said 
local officials were told by the 
Japanese Defense Ministry that 
there is no record of major ac-
cidents involving the Block 30 
Global Hawk — the type that is 
deployed to Japan. 

“Because deployment of drones 
is the first in Japan, we asked the 
military through the ministry 
for a thorough disclosure of in-
formation and to ensure safety 
maintenance, as well as thorough 
training of troops engaged in the 
operation.”

The city has yet to receive a 
reply to its request for verifica-
tion of the newly released data, 
he said.

“What we have now is a trans-
lated version of the (Washington 
Post) report,” Hiraide said. “We 
are presently seeking more in-
formation, especially (about) the 
Global Hawk Block 30.”

About 40 personnel from De-
tachment 1, 69th Reconnaissance 
Group, are at Misawa over the 
summer operating and servicing 
the Global Hawks.

One of the Global Hawk pilots, 
Maj. Timothy, whose full name 

was withheld for security rea-
sons, said a number of safeguards
are in place to avoid collisions
with passenger jets at Misawa.

Global Hawk operators have
several ways of controlling the 
aircraft, and there is a back-up 
power supply to keep their con-
trols online in an emergency, the 
major said.

Planners will schedule the
drone takeoffs and landings at 
Misawa during times when civil-
ian air traffic is low, he said.
robson.seth@stripes.com 

Twitter: @SethRobson1  

BY ARMANDO R. LIMON

Stars and Stripes

 CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea — The 
Army completed its first transfer of authority 
between deployed units at Camp Humphreys on 
Wednesday, part of a U.S. military effort to main-
tain a strong presence on the Korean Peninsula. 

The 4th Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment com-
pleted a nine-month tour by transferring its author-
ity — and equipment — to the 16th Combat Aviation 
Brigade’s 6th Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment. 
The 6-17th will crew the 30 OH-58D Kiowa War-
rior helicopters already in country.

 “The purpose of the squadron coming to Korea 
on a nine-month rotation is to be part of the region-
ally aligned forces rotation of a trained and ready 
force to augment the 2nd Infantry Division as well 
as our Korean partners,” said Lt. Col. Matthew 
Ketchum, 6-17th commander.

With the end of deployments in Iraq and the 

gradual cessation of forces in Afghanistan, de-
ployments have slowly pivoted toward the Korean
Peninsula, with the 6-17th being the third unit to
deploy here.

 The soldiers who served in the unit said deploy-
ing to Korea was a unique experience.

 Sgt. Miguel Diaz, an OH-58D Kiowa maintainer 
with the 6-17th, said he missed his family at Fort
Wainwright, Alaska.

“This my first time actually away from home 
overseas from family,” Diaz said. “I see it better
than being in Afghanistan.”

Diaz said it was important for his unit to be in 
Korea since you never know the mindset of North
Korea.

“Anything can happen at any minute,” he said. 
“We’ll have one of the first birds in the air if it 
comes down to it.”

limon.armando@stripes.com

Japanese officials 
seek reassurance 
of drone’s safety

 SETH ROBSON/Stars and Stripes

Drone pilots from Detachment 1, 69th Reconnaissance Group talk to Japanese reporters about the 
Global Hawk surveillance plane at Misawa Air Base, Japan,  earlier this month. Japanese officials are 
asking about the drone’s safety after a recent news report by The Washington Post.

Helo unit takes over Korea deployment

BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Thanks to a 
new Air Force policy announced 
Tuesday, enlisted recruits can 
now experience the joys of basic 
training in their late 30s.

The Air Force raised the maxi-
mum age for enlisted accession 
from 27 to 39, meaning it may 
now be the best choice for those 
who feel the call to military ser-
vice later in life.

The maximum age for Army 
enlisted recruits is 35, while the 
Navy and Marines cap recruit 
ages at 34 and 28, respectively.

Under federal law, the oldest 
recruit any military branch can 
enlist is 42, although each service 
sets its own policy within that 
limit.

Annette Crawford, a spokes-
woman for the Air Force Recruit-
ing Service at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Randolph, Texas, said 
officials would be watching to see 
whether the aches and pains of 
approaching middle age are too 
much for older recruits.

“With the change, if we see a 
higher initial training attrition or 

increased physical injuries … the 
Air Force recruiting commander 
can set a more restrictive age if 
necessary,” she said.

The increased maximum age is 
for all Air Force enlisted occupa-
tions rather than being targeted 
at increasing accessions in cer-
tain areas, she said.

The new policy comes at a time 
of a declining defense budget, 
a shrinking military and fall-
ing recruiting goals, however. 
From 2009 to 2013, the number 
of recruits dropped from nearly 
32,000 to just over 26,000. While 
recruiting goals for 2014 are still 
being finalized, they’re likely to 
fall again.

Nevertheless, potential recruits 
were happy when the announce-
ment was posted late Tuesday to 
Facebook.

“I was feeling completely out of 
luck because when I first looked 
into joining the AF, I was already 
28 and the age limit was 27,” 
wrote a poster identified as Hugo 
Ricardo Roca. 

“Now all I need is to get back in 
shape and just join in.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Air Force raises enlistee 
age limit from 27 to 39
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BY WYATT OLSON

Stars and Stripes

 FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — 
The most recent Veterans Affairs 
audit found that waiting times for 
new patient appointments in Ha-
waii were the highest in the na-
tion, with veterans waiting almost 
five months to see a doctor.

But the director of the VA Pa-
cific Islands Health Care System 
has found at least one bright spot 
in the dismal findings of the audit, 
which was sparked by an inspec-
tor general report that staff in the 
Phoenix VA system had been de-
liberately falsifying statistics on 
wait times to qualify for bonuses.

Director Wayne Pfeffer told a 
group of veterans Tuesday that if 
staff of the Hawaiian VA system 
had been manipulating wait-time 
numbers, the figures wouldn’t 
have looked so bad in the audit.

“So obviously we’re either not 
manipulating well or we’re [re-
porting correctly],” he said.

“I’ve said from the day I got 
here that I’d rather have a high 
number and explain that than ex-
plain why we’re hiding people.” 

Explaining is what Pfeffer and 
other VA-PIHC staff are now 
doing through a series of public 
meetings intended to reassure 

veterans that they’re coping with 
the problem.

It’s a hard sell.
Several vocal veterans in the 

audience panned the presenta-
tion as “damage control.”

At least one U.S. representative 
from the state, Tulsi Gabbard, 
has called for Pfeffer to be fired.

The  VA has been reeling from 
the disclosures, and some law-
makers are using the scandal to 
push for more privatization of the 
system. The VA’s Pacific Island 
system — which along with the 
Hawaiian Islands includes Guam, 
American Samoa and Mariana 
Islands — has about 50,000 veter-
ans enrolled, said Craig Oswald, 
the system’s facility planner. 
There are an estimated 130,000 
veterans living in the coverage 
area, he said.

“We’ve grown 5 percent or 
more veterans a year,” said Pfef-
fer, who became director last fall 
after moving from Louisville, Ky. 
“So the staffing and space really 
didn’t keep up with the demand. 

“Wanting to keep the high 
quality of care for the patients we 
serve, the decision was made not 
to bring in more patients than we 
can take care of appropriately, so 
we ended up with a waiting list.”

No other VA facility in the na-

tion had wait times higher than 
100 days, according to the audit. 

Steps have been taken to re-
duce the time to see patients in 

Hawaii. As a 
result, Pfeffer 
said, the num-
ber of those 
waiting to see 
a doctor for 
the first time 
is down from 
about 1,800 
to roughly 
570, and the 
average wait 
time has gone 
from 145 days 
to 109.

He has in-
creased the 
number of 
patients each 
doctor is re-
sponsible for 

— from 1,200 to 1,300 — which 
Pfeffer said was the national 
“norm” for VA physicians.

Five more doctors will be hired 
to take some of the workload off 
the five physicians who are cur-

rently at Tripler Medical Center’s 
clinic, he said. 

Medical personnel have also 
agreed to work some evenings 
and weekends to process new 
patients.

Oswald listed  a number of proj-
ects intended to handle the in-
creased need for veteran health 
care, some of which have been in 
the pipeline for a decade.

A massive 90,000-square-foot 
clinic has been approved for the 
fast-growing Ewa Plain to the 
west of downtown Honolulu, Os-
wald said, with other facility ex-
pansions planned at Tripler.

“We’ve been planning for the 
future for quite a long time,” Os-
wald said. “And the reason I want-
ed to tell you that it’s 10 years in 
the making is because with some 
of the comments and some of the 
more recent publicity we’ve re-
ceived, we already had planned 
some of these things in advance 
so I didn’t want you to feel that 
these are things we just came up 
with last week.”

That didn’t satisfy some of the 
veterans seated in the audience 

of about 30 at the Oahu Veterans
Center.

Calvin Griffin, a retired Army
reservist, said he didn’t doubt
there are dedicated workers in 
the VA health care system. But 
why, he asked, with tens of thou-
sands of veterans in the Pacific
area, is everything always in the 
“planning stage?”

“There were things planned
10 years ago, and they’re still not
done,” he said. “People don’t have
time. When you see people will 
literally be dying waiting for the
services they earned, that’s what 
frustrates a lot of people and re-
ally ticks them off to no end.”

Victor Ferrer, who said he’d
served in the Marines during the
first Gulf War, told the VA offi-
cials: “I appreciate all you’re talk-
ing about, about all your projects. 
But to me, I look at it as burning 
up time, a lot of double-speak.
The real case is, what is actually
being done to curtail time for pa-
tients to be seen?”
olson.wyatt@stripes.com

MILITARY

Vets told VA working hard to cut Hawaii waits

Va. defense contractor 
sentenced for bribery

NORFOLK, Va. — A Chesa-
peake defense contractor will 
spend four years in prison for 
paying bribes to public officials.

According to court documents, 
Roderic Smith, 50, and a business 
partner paid cash bribes to two 
officials from the Navy’s Military 
Sealift Command, Kenny Toy and 
Scott Miserendino. In exchange, 
their company received contracts 

on various telecommunications 
projects.

Smith pleaded guilty in March 
to a bribery conspiracy charge. 
The Virginian-Pilot reported that 
he was sentenced Monday in U.S. 
District Court in Norfolk.

His business partner, Dwayne 
Hardman, and Toy are scheduled 
to be sentenced in July for their 
roles in the scheme.

Miserendino is scheduled to 
stand trial Sept. 30.
From The Associated Press

‘ I’d rather 
have a 
high (wait) 
number 
than 
explain 
why we’re 
hiding 
people.’
Wayne Pfeffer

director, VA 
Pacific Islands 

Health Care 
System
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Half of promised
US military have
arrived in Iraq

BY JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — Ninety U.S. 
troops arrived in Iraq on Tues-
day to help set up Joint Opera-
tions Centers and begin assessing 
conditions on the ground as the 
U.S. contemplates launching air-
strikes against Islamic militants 
who have overrun much of the 
country in recent weeks.

The 90 troops are a mix of spe-
cial operators and conventional 
forces, including intelligence 
analysts and logistical experts. 
Another four assessment teams, 
comprising 50 troops, will arrive 
in Baghdad in the next few days, 
Pentagon Press Secretary Rear 
Adm. John Kirby told reporters.

The 90 troops who arrived Tues-
day will join the 40 personnel who 
were already on the ground when 
the assessment effort kicked off. 
The troops will help determine 
how best to flow in additional ad-
visory teams, Kirby said. All of 
the services are represented in 
the assessment teams, according 
to Kirby.

Last week, President Barack 
Obama announced that he had 
authorized up to 300 American 
military advisers to deploy to Iraq 
to help the embattled government 
there thwart the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant, a trans-
national militant group that has 
taken over much of northern and 
western Iraq and moved within 
35 miles of Baghdad.

The assessment teams will 
help the Obama administration 
and the Pentagon learn more 
about the state of the Iraqi secu-
rity forces, the situation on the 
ground, and the ISIL’s activities. 
They will also make recommen-
dations about how to proceed 
with the advisory mission. Their 
initial assessments are expected 
to be completed in two or three 
weeks, Kirby said.

Kirby was asked whether wait-
ing two or three weeks for an ini-

tial assessment is too leisurely, 
given the speed with which the 
ISIL is moving.

“Everybody shares the sense 
of urgency here about what is 
going on inside Iraq,” Kirby said. 
“[But] this isn’t about rushing to 
the rescue, OK? This is — it’s a 
measured, deliberate approach 
to help us and [the Iraqi security 
forces] get better eyes on the situ-
ation and what they’re facing.”

In addition to the advisory 
teams, the U.S. military has been 
conducting 30 to 35 intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance 
flights per day using manned air-
craft and drones, Kirby said. 

In response to the turmoil in 
Iraq, the U.S. military has moved 
a significant number of air, ground 
and naval assets into the region 
over the past 10 days in case forc-
es are needed to protect American 
citizens or bomb militant targets.

The Obama administration 
was slated to provide a classi-
fied briefing Tuesday evening to 
all 100 senators on the violence 
in Iraq. The administration has 
said it will consult with lawmak-
ers as the crisis unfolds, but some 
lawmakers have suggested that 
Obama does not need congressio-
nal approval to take limited mili-
tary action in Iraq. Obama has 
ruled out sending combat troops 
to the country.

Secretary of State John Kerry 
told reporters in Baghdad that 
U.S. support for the Iraqi govern-
ment will be “intense [and] sus-
tained,” according to reports.

At the Pentagon, Kirby said 
that the ramped-up U.S. military 
presence in the country will not 
be a prolonged one.

“This is a limited, short-term 
duration mission … We’ve been 
saying that since the beginning 
and that has not changed,” Kirby 
said. “ I don’t have a fixed date for 
you as a deadline or an end date.”
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Reports: ISIL attacking Balad Air
Base, could seize military supplies

Stars and Stripes

 The Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant is threatening to take 
control of Balad air base, Iraq’s 
largest airfield and one of Ameri-
ca’s most important military out-
posts during its occupation of the 
country.

According to a Reuters news 
service report, insurgents have 
surrounded the air base nearby, 
which was known as “Camp Ana-
conda” under U.S. occupation, 
and struck it with mortars. Eye-
witnesses told Reuters that the 
air base had been surrounded on 
three sides.

According to The Daily Beast, 
Russian-made transport helicop-
ters, surveillance planes and a 
fleet of pickup trucks fitted with 
heavy machine guns would all be 
lost to the militants if the base is 
overrun.

Citing internal reports from 
Balad and outside analysts, the 
news outlet reported that the base 
is in immediate danger of being 
taken.

“We assess the group contin-
ues to threaten the air base and 

Iraqi Security Force control of 
the air base as it moves south 
towards Baghdad,” a senior U.S. 
intelligence official told reporters 
Tuesday.

Even if ISIL fighters could 
not operate or maintain aircraft 
parked there — and it’s unlikely 
they would — denying the Iraqi 
security forces their use would 
be a significant gain. NBC News 
reported Tuesday that Iraqi offi-
cers say without air support they 
are on an equal footing with ISIL 
fighters.

Defense analyst Jessica Lewis 
told The Daily Beast that Balad 
and neighboring Taji base are 
likely some of the next targets of 
the militants’ campaign. “Both of 
these bases are critical military 
sites for the Iraqi army,” she is 
quoted as saying. “Neutralizing 
one or both would demonstrate 
that ISIS can beat the Iraqi Army 
strategically.”

Some attacks on Balad al-
ready began this month. The last 
American contractors at Balad 
— many of whom were working 
to ready the base for the planned 

delivery of F-16s — were flown by 
the Iraqi Air Force to Baghdad on 
June 13.

That delivery is now less
certain.

“Clearly, we are facing a fluid
situation on the ground at the mo-
ment and it’s simply too soon to
say how the current ISIL offen-
sive will affect delivery timelines
for Iraq’s F-16s,” said Pentagon
spokesman Cmdr. Bill Speaks.

If the ISIL took Balad,  it could 
add to  its already impressive
stock of vehicles, weapons and 
equipment. 

James Codling, who served as
a contractor and senior engineer
on the base between 2008 and
2012, told The Daily Beast that
when the U.S. forces left in 2011,
they left at least 1,000 trucks and
vehicles, some of them armored,
along with 500 to 600 portable
power generators. He also said the
base housed Russian-made Mi-8
transport helicopters, small sur-
veillance planes, military tactical 
vehicles, Humvees and a fleet of
pickup trucks with machine guns
mounted in the truck beds.

SUSAN WALSH/AP

People gather outside of the White House on Saturday  to protest against renewed U.S. involvement in 
Iraq. 
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American officials said the 
strikes appeared to be the work of 
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
government. They said the tar-
get was the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant, a Sunni extrem-
ist group that seeks to carve out a 
purist Islamic enclave across both 
sides of the Syria-Iraq border.

“We’ve made it clear to every-
one in the region that we don’t 
need anything to take place that 
might exacerbate that sectar-
ian divisions that are already at 
a heightened level of tension,” 
Kerry said, speaking at a meeting 
of diplomats from NATO nations. 
“It’s already important that noth-
ing take place that contributes to 
the extremism or could act as a 
flash point with respects to the 
sectarian divide.”

Kerry said Baghdad needs to 
take steps to ensure that Iraq’s 
military can defend the country 
without relying on outside forces. 
The U.S. is sending 300 military 
advisers.

Nevertheless, the involvement 
of Syria and Iran in Iraq suggests 
a developing Shiite axis among the 
three governments in response to 
the raging Sunni insurgency. In 
an unusual twist, the U.S., Iran 
and Syria now find themselves 
with overlapping interests in sta-
bilizing Iraq’s government.

U.S. officials believe the lead-
ership in Baghdad should seek 
to draw Sunni support away 
from the militants led by the Is-
lamic State. The insurgency has 
drawn support from disaffected 
Iraqi Sunnis who are angry over 
perceived mistreatment and ran-
dom detentions by the Shiite-led 
government.

Kerry said Iraqi Prime Minis-
ter Nouri al-Maliki appears to be 
standing by his commitment to 
start building a new government 
that fully represents its Shiite, 
Sunni and Kurdish population. 
But he said the U.S. is watching 
closely to make sure any new 
political process does not repeat 
past mistakes of excluding Iraq’s 
minorities.

On Wednesday, al-Maliki re-
jected calls for an interim “na-
tional salvation government” in 
his first public statement since 
President Barack Obama chal-
lenged him last week to create a 
more inclusive leadership or risk 
a sectarian civil war.

Several politicians, including 
Ayad Allawi, a secular Shiite who 
has been named as a possible con-
tender to replace al-Maliki, have 
called on him to step down and 
form an interim government that 
could provide leadership until a 
more permanent solution can be 
found.

Al-Maliki insisted the political 
process must be allowed to pro-
ceed following recent national 
elections in which his bloc won 
the largest share of parliament 
seats.

“The call to form a national sal-
vation government represents a 
coup against the constitution and 
the political process,” he said. 

He added that “rebels against 
the constitution” — a thinly veiled 
reference to Sunni rivals — posed 
a more serious danger to Iraq 

than the militants.
He called on “political forces” 

to close ranks in the face of the 
growing threat by insurgents, but 
took no concrete steps to meet 
U.S. demands for greater inclu-
sion of minority Sunnis.

Al-Maliki’s coalition, the State 
of the Law, won 92 seats of the 
328-member parliament in the 
election. In office since 2006, 
al-Maliki needs the support of a 
simple majority to hold on to the 
job for another four-year term. 
The legislature is expected to 
meet before the end of the month, 
when it will elect a speaker. It has 
30 days to elect a new president, 
who in turn will select the leader 
of the majority bloc in parliament 
to form the next government.

Qaim, where the Syrian air-
strikes took place, is in the vast 
and mostly Sunni Anbar prov-
ince. Its provincial government 
spokesman, Dhari al-Rishawi, 
told The Associated Press on 

Tuesday that 17 people were 
killed in an air raid there.

The White House said inter-
vention by Syria was not the way 
to stem the insurgents, who have 
taken control of several cities in 
northern and western Iraq.

“The solution to the threat con-
fronting Iraq is not the interven-
tion of the Assad regime, which 
allowed ISIL to thrive in the first 
place,” said Bernadette Mee-
han, a National Security Council 
spokeswoman. “The solution to 
Iraq’s security challenge does not 
involve militias or the murderous 
Assad regime, but the strength-
ening of the Iraqi security forces 
to combat threats.”

Underlying the persistent dan-
ger of Iraq being swept up again 
by sectarian bloodletting, a sui-
cide bomber blew himself up at 
an outdoor market south of Bagh-
dad on Wednesday, killing 15 peo-
ple and wounding 30, police and 
hospital officials said.

They said the attack took place 
around sunset in the Shiite ma-
jority area of Mahmoudiya, 20 
miles south of the capital. No one 
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack but it bore the hallmarks 
of Sunni militants who have for 
years targeted security forces 
and Shiite civilians.

Earlier Wednesday, Sunni mili-
tants launched a dawn raid on a 
key Iraqi oil refinery they have 
been trying to take for days, but 
security forces fought them back, 
said Col. Ali al-Quraishi, the com-
mander of the Iraqi forces on the 
scene.

A mortar shell also smashed 
into a house in Jalula, northeast 
of Baghdad, killing a woman 
and her two children. That town 
in the turbulent Diyala province 
is under the control of Kurdish 
fighters known as peshmerga.

Also, a report by Iran’s semi-

official Fars news agency said an 
attack near Iran’s western border 
with Iraq killed three Iranian
border guards. They were killed
Tuesday night while patrol-
ling along the border in western
Kermanshah province. A border
outpost commander was among 
the three killed, Fars quoted a
local security official, Shahriar 
Heidari, as saying.

Heidari said an unspecified 
“terrorist group” was behind the 
attack but provided no details.

A U.S. official said Wednesday 
that Iran has been flying surveil-
lance drones in Iraq.

American and Iranian officials 
have had some direct discussions
on the matter, though the Obama
administration has ruled out the
prospect of direct military in-
volvement. The U.S. is also con-
ducting aerial surveillance over 
Iraq.  

Warning: Al-Maliki rejects calls for interim ‘salvation’ government in Iraq
IRAQ

HUSSEIN MALLA/AP

A Kurdish peshmerga fighter takes his position on the front line 
with militants from the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant in 
Tuz Khormato,  62 miles south of the oil rich province of Kirkuk, 
northern Iraq, on Wednesday .
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 Medical workers 
indicted in $25M scam  

 LOS ANGELES — Southern 
California doctors were bribed to 
prescribe a pain-relief concoction 
as part of a $25 million workers’ 
compensation scam that inadver-
tently caused a baby’s death, ac-
cording to indictments.

Two recently released Orange 
County grand jury indictments 
name 15 people, including physi-
cians, pharmacists, chiropractors 
and the head of an Ontario-based 
workers’ compensation claims 
management firm.

The indictments name Kareem 
Ahmed, a major campaign donor 
to President Barack Obama and 
head of the Landmark Medical 
Management. Prosecutors con-
tend that he hired pharmacists 
to produce a pain-relief cream, 
gave kickbacks to doctors and 
chiropractors to prescribe it to 
workers’ compensation patients, 
and conspired to submit phony 
claims.

   Lawsuit blames state 
in  deadly wildfire 

 FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Dozens 
of property owners in central Ar-

izona are suing the state, saying 
it failed miserably in its manage-
ment of a wildfire that killed 19
Hotshots.

The lawsuit filed in Maricopa
County Superior Court seeks un-
specified damages for emotional
distress, property loss and loss of 
income. The more than 160 plain-
tiffs also are seeking protections
for firefighters such as the 19
Granite Mountain Hotshots who
were overrun by flames while
battling the Yarnell Hill Fire on
June 30, 2013. 

 Panel overturns 
pastor’s defrocking

 PHILADELPHIA — A pas-
tor who presided over his son’s
same-sex wedding ceremony and
vowed to perform other gay mar-
riages if asked can return to the 
pulpit after a United Methodist 
Church appeals panel on Tuesday
overturned a decision to defrock 
him.

The nine-person panel ordered
the church to restore Frank 
Schaefer’s pastoral credentials,
saying the jury that convicted 
him of breaking church law erred
when fashioning his punishment.
 From wire reports

NATION

 BY DONNA CASSATA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Washington’s political 
establishment offered a sober assessment of 
the tea party movement Wednesday after six-
term Sen. Thad Cochran’s narrow win in Mis-
sissippi: The upstarts are down but not out.

“You cannot underestimate the anti-Wash-
ington feeling which translates into anti-in-
cumbency, and it’s out there and it’s viable,” 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., told reporters 
at a breakfast organized by The Wall Street 
Journal.

Still, McCain welcomed Cochran’s come-
back win as historic after a nasty, costly prima-
ry that forced a three-week sprint to Tuesday’s 
runoff. With 99 percent of precincts reporting, 
Cochran held a 6,373-vote advantage over tea 
party favorite Chris McDaniel, who has re-
fused to concede the race.

While McCain sees the tea party groups 
as a strong presence, Democratic Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, of New York, argued that the grass-
roots effort has peaked.

“I think mainstream Republicans are say-
ing ‘Enough already; if we keep following the 
tea party we’re going to follow like Thelma and 
Louise over a cliff,” Schumer said at the same 
breakfast, referring to the 1991 movie of two 
women who tried to outrun the law.

Unsuccessful in earlier Republican prima-
ries in Kentucky, Georgia and North Carolina, 
outside conservative organizations and tea 
party groups had invested millions in Missis-

sippi in hopes of knocking out Cochran. They
have few chances to reverse the trend in the re-
maining contests before November’s elections.

 In another setback for the tea party, two-
term Rep. James Lankford, of Oklahoma, won 
the GOP nomination in the race to succeed
Sen. Tom Coburn, who is stepping down with
two years left in his term.  Part of the House
GOP leadership, Lankford defeated T.W. Shan-
non, a member of the Chickasaw Nation and 
the state’s first black House speaker, who was
backed by former vice presidential candidate
Sarah Palin and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, two stal-
warts of the right.

The Republican establishment blames the 
tea party movement and outside groups for
costing it Senate seats — and majority control
— in 2010 and 2012. Leaders in Washington
were determined to avoid the same fate this
election cycle .

 In New York’s Harlem and upper Manhat-
tan, 84-year-old Democratic Rep. Charles
Rangel, a 22-term congressman and the third-
most-senior member of the House, held a slight
lead over state Sen. Adriano Espaillat, bid-
ding to become the first Dominican-American
member of Congress. The race was too close to
call with an undetermined number of absentee 
ballots still to be counted. 

In Colorado, former Rep. Bob Beauprez won
a crowded gubernatorial primary that includ-
ed 2008 presidential candidate Tom Tancredo,
an immigration opponent.  Beauprez will face 
Democratic Gov. John Hickenlooper. 

 BY WESLEY LOWERY

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Fifty years 
after their instrumental role in 
the passage of the Civil Rights 
Act, the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Coretta Scott King 
were posthumously awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal, the 
nation’s highest civilian honor, on 
Tuesday.

The presentation of the medal 
for the Kings — considered the 
foremost leaders of the 1960s civil 
rights movement that won black 
Americans equal voting rights 
and fought to free them from 
institutional segregation in the 
Jim Crow South — comes a year 
after Congress gave the honor 
to the “Four Little Girls” killed 
in the 1963 Birmingham church 
bombing, a pivotal moment in the 
movement.

“We gather here in the Capitol 
to honor Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and his beloved wife, Coretta 
Scott King, one of the most dis-
tinguished and admired hus-
band-and-wife teams of the 20th 
century,” said Rep. John Lewis, 
D-Ga., also a leader in the civil 
rights movement. “Often history 
remembers speeches of facts and 
figures, but I cannot forget their 
love. From their union came an 
enduring strength that carried 
many of us through the darkest 
days of the movement.”

 Other civil rights era figures 
who have been honored with the 
Congressional Gold Medal in-
clude Rosa Parks (1999), who be-
came the face of the Montgomery, 

Ala., bus boycott when she re-
fused to leave her seat and move 
to the back of the bus , and Doro-
thy Height (2004), one of the most 
prominent women of the move-
ment, who organized “Wednes-
days in Mississippi,” a dialogue 
series in which Northern women 
traveled to Southern cities to work 
to foster harmony during the con-
tentious civil rights years.

The Kings’ medal ceremony 
comes a year after the Supreme 
Court struck down a major com-
ponent of the Voting Rights Act, 
eliminating the “pre-clearance” 
provision that many considered 
the law’s most crucial component.

 The Congressional Gold Medal 
is considered the country’s “high-
est expression of national ap-
preciation” for distinguished 
achievements of all sorts. It is 
awarded to individuals, institu-
tions and sometimes even events. 

 BY ALAN LEVIN

 Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Pilot errors, 
inadequate training and confu-
sion about the airplane’s automat-
ed controls all contributed to the 
fatal Asiana Airlines Inc. crash in 
San Francisco last year, U.S. in-
vestigators concluded.

The pilots weren’t trained well 
enough on the computerized con-
trols and made numerous mis-
takes while landing, the National 
Transportation Safety Board de-
termined at a hearing Tuesday. 
It said the speed-protection sys-
tem on the Boeing Co. 777-200ER 
should be studied to ascertain 
whether it needs redesigning.

The findings bring to a close a 
U.S. investigation into the July 6 
accident, which killed three and 
triggered questions about South 
Korea’s pilot training and one of 
Boeing’s most popular jetliners. 
The crash was the first commer-
cial airline accident in the United 
States with passenger fatalities 
since 2009.

“We have learned that pilots 
must understand and command 
automation, and not become 
over-reliant on it,” acting agency 
Chairman Christopher Hart said 
in a press conference after the 
hearing. “The pilot must always 
be the boss.”

Boeing said it “respectfully 
disagrees” with the NTSB’s find-
ings on its cockpit automation. 
“We note that the 777 has an ex-
traordinary record of safety,” the 
Chicago-based company said in a  
statement.

The plane struck a seawall 
after the pilots allowed the jetlin-
er to get almost 40 miles per hour 
slower than target speed as they 
neared the runway. The pilots, 
without realizing it, disabled the 
automated controls that in most 
situations would have kept them 
at a safe speed, the NTSB said.

The pilots mismanaged their 
approach to the airport, failed 
to notice the deteriorating speed 
and lights near the runway show-
ing they were too low, and then 
didn’t abort the touchdown, which 
they were trained to do, accord-
ing to the NTSB. The two pilots 
also didn’t communicate as they 
each made changes to the cockpit 
automation, the board found.

Pilot fatigue on the Seoul-to-
San Francisco flight also played 
a role. The crew on the South 
Korean airline was landing in 
San Francisco at 3:30 a.m. Korea 
time, which probably hurt their 
performance, the NTSB said.

 An underlying reason for the 
accident was that Captain Lee 
Kang-kuk, a veteran of the airline 
who was being trained on the Boe-
ing 777 wide-body, didn’t realize 
he had disabled the jetliner’s au-
tomatic speed protection system 
as he was trying to descend, ac-
cording to the NTSB.

Kings posthumously given
Congressional Gold Medal

Confusion
in cockpit
is blamed
for crash

Tea party fails in Miss.

‘ Often history 
remembers speeches 
of facts and figures, 
but I cannot forget 
their love. From their 
union came an enduring 
strength that carried 
many of us through 
the darkest days of the 
movement. ’

Rep. John Lewis
D-Ga.

ROGELIO V. SOLIS/AP

U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran, R-Miss., addresses 
supporters   Tuesday  in Mississippi  after 
defeating state Sen. Chris McDaniel  in a 
primary runoff for the GOP nomination for 
senate. 
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 The Associated Press

PYONGYANG, North Korea 
— North and South Korea on 
Wednesday marked the 64th an-
niversary of the war between 
them that ended in a truce and 
left the nations bitterly divided.

Thousands of North Koreans 
took part in a huge rally in Kim 
Il Sung Square in central Pyong-
yang. Signs praising North Ko-
rea’s leaders past and present, 
and highlighting North Korea’s 
confrontation with America, dec-
orated the square.

The chairman of the Pyong-
yang City People’s Committee 
spoke from a balcony, his speech 
punctuated by chants and raised 
fists from the crowd in the square. 
Speeches from representatives of 
workers, farmers and young peo-
ple followed his remarks.

In South Korea, U.S. veterans 
of the war were among people at-
tending a ceremony in Seoul.

North Korea says America 
started the Korean War. Histori-
ans around the world agree the 
war began when North Korea in-
vaded the South. 

 The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Fili-
pino women forced into prosti-
tution by the Japanese military 
during World War II marched 
Wednesday to the Japanese Em-
bassy to demand justice and to 
criticize Philippine President Be-
nigno Aquino III’s silence on the 
issue during his visit to Japan.

Six women in their 80s and 
some two dozen supporters and 
activists picketed the embassy 
to call on Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe to apologize and compensate 
them for their ordeal.

“Abe should be made to answer 
for what the Japanese soldiers 
did to us,” said Estelita Dy, 84. 
“Justice is what we need, justice 
now.”

Dy denied she and others were 
voluntary prostitutes, as Japanese 
nationalists have contended. She 
said her ordeal began when she 
was arrested by Japanese troops 
and shoved into a truck against 
her will.

“We are already old (but) we 
will not stop until we can obtain 
real justice, until we can make 
sure that there will be peace 
based on justice,” said Virginia 
Villarma, also 84.

The women and their support-
ers say Japan must go beyond 

statements and resolve the issue
after a Japanese panel last week
affirmed the validity of a study
that led to Japan’s landmark 1993
apology for forcing Asian women
into wartime prostitution.

South Korea and China have
criticized Abe for backpedaling
from past Japanese apologies and
acknowledgements of wartime 
atrocities, and the two countries 
saw the recent review as an at-
tempt to undermine the 1993
apology.

Historians say 20,000 to 200,000 
women from across Asia, many 
of them Koreans, were forced to
provide sex to Japan’s front-line 
soldiers. In addition to insisting
the so-called “comfort women” 
worked in wartime brothels vol-
untarily, Japanese nationalists
also say Japan has been unfairly
criticized for a practice they say
is common during war.

Rechilda Extremadura, execu-
tive director of the group Lila-
Pilipina that supports former sex 
slaves, said the 1993 apology must
only be a first step and Japan
must do more for the women in
their twilight years.

“If they can’t have justice now,
it will be too late for the Japanese
government and for the people of
Japan,” she said. 

 Syrian warplanes strike 
eastern city, killing 12 

BEIRUT — Syrian government 
warplanes on Wednesday struck 
an eastern city that is a strong-
hold of an Islamic militant group, 
killing at least 12 people, opposi-
tion activists said.

The airstrikes on the city of 
Raqqa that has been under con-
trol of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant for more than 
a year appear to be part of an 
intensified Syrian government 
campaign against the group that 
has in recent weeks become a 
major fighting force in neighbor-
ing Iraq.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights said 
the jets struck targets around 
the provincial capital of Raqqa, 
including a market and the head-
quarters of the Islamic State.

 Activists said only one of the
airstrikes hit the Islamic State
headquarters in the city, while
others targeted other areas, in-
cluding a market.

The Islamic State, along with
other rebel groups fighting to 
overthrow Syrian President
Bashar Assad, captured Raqqa in
March 2013. 
From The Associated Press

Deadly explosion rocks mall in Nigerian capital

KIM KWANG HYON/AP

Citizens march through Kim Il Sung Square chanting slogans and carrying signs denouncing the United 
States to mark the 64th anniversary of the start of the Korean War in Pyongyang, North Korea, on 
Wednesday. The signs read: “Thousand-fold revenge” and “Severe Punishment.”  

 AHN YOUNG-JOON/AP

U.S. military veteran Fred R. Liberhan, left, of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
shakes hands with South Korean war veteran Lee Gang-sung during 
a ceremony to mark the Korean War anniversary in Seoul, South 
Korea, on Wednesday. 

2 Koreas mark war’s anniversary

 BY BASHIR ADIGUN

The Associated Press

ABUJA, Nigeria — An explosion rocked a 
shopping mall in Nigeria’s capital, Abuja, on 
Wednesday and police say at least 21 people 
have been killed and 17 wounded.

Witnesses say body parts were scattered 
around the exit to Emab Plaza, in the up-
scale Wuse 11 suburb. Billows of black 
smoke could be seen from a mile away.

It is the latest in a series of violent attacks 
blamed on Islamic extremists. Nigerian se-
curity forces appear incapable of curtailing 
the near-daily attacks concentrated in the 

northeast, where Boko Haram extremists 
have their stronghold.

The militants increased their area of op-
erations this year and spread their attacks 
to Abuja, in the center of the country. Two 
separate explosions in Abuja in April killed 
more than 120 people and wounded about 
200 at a busy bus station. Both were claimed 
by Boko Haram, which has threatened fur-
ther attacks.

Abuja is in the center of Nigeria and the 
militants have spread their attacks to the 
capital. Two separate explosions in Abuja 
in April killed more than 120 people and 
wounded about 200 at a busy bus station. 

Both were claimed by Boko Haram, which 
has threatened further attacks.

A bomb at a medical college in northern 
Kano killed at least eight people on Monday. 
Last week, at least 14 died in a bomb blast 
at a World Cup viewing site in Damaturu, a 
state capital in the northeast. In May, twin 
car bombs in the central city of Jos left more 
than 130 people dead, and a car bomb at a 
bus station killed 24 people in the Christian 
quarter of Kano, a Muslim city.

Boko Haram attracted international con-
demnation for the April mass abductions of 
more than 200 schoolgirls, and is blamed for 
this week’s abductions of another 91 people 

— 31 boys and 60 girls and women with tod-
dlers as young as 3.

Nigeria’s military and government claim 
to be winning the war in the 5-year-old 
insurgency but the tempo and deadliness 
of attacks has increased this year, killing
more than 2,000 people so far compared
with an estimated 3,600 killed over the past
four years.

Boko Haram wants to install an Is-
lamic state in Nigeria, a West African na-
tion whose 170 million people are almost
equally divided between Muslims who are 
dominant in the north and Christians in the
south. 

Filipino ‘comfort women’ 
seek justice from Japan 
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Great need to teach the Great War
 BY CHRISTOPHER L. DOYLE

Commenting recently about seeing 
the play “War Horse,” one of my 
11th-grade students expressed 
surprise that “even some of the 

Nazis had humane feelings” for the plight 
of animals caught up in war.

“It’s about the First World War,” I re-
plied. “There weren’t any Nazis in that 
one.”

“No Nazis?” He sounded disappointed. 
“Darn!”

It is not the first time kids in my history 
classes have misplaced the Nazis. They 
often identify Hitler, not Kaiser Wilhelm, 
as the German leader in the Great War. A 
12th-grader once even responded to a com-
ment I made about World War II by asking, 
“Does that mean there was a World War 
I?” I cringed, but tried to console myself 
with the thought that it was early in the 
school year.

Now is a good time to explore why young 
people conflate the world wars, why World 
War II eclipses World War I in their view of 
the past, and the costs of wearing histori-
cal blinders. Saturday  marks the centena-
ry of the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand, which triggered World War I. 
Historians are having a field day with new 
studies of the Great War that identify it as 
the starting point for almost every signifi-
cant global event since, from terrorism to 
genocide. Europeans are commemorating 
the anniversary with pomp, circumstance 
and curricular attention in schools.

Americans, however, continue to dwell 
on other conflicts — mainly the Civil War 
and World War II. Both are labeled “good 
wars” because one eradicated slavery and 
the other fascism, thus justifying the pro-
fuse violence and mass death. So the stan-
dard lesson goes.

A lot of my students’ thinking about 
these two good wars comes from Hol-
lywood and movies such as “Lincoln,” 
“Glory,” “Schindler’s List” and “Saving 
Private Ryan” — films often shown in high 
school classes. But even the edgier mov-
ies my cool students see outside of school 
play surprisingly well to the official nar-
rative. Quentin Tarantino’s “Inglourious 
Basterds ” and “Django Unchained” are 
chock-full of sadistic Nazis and crazed 
antebellum Southerners who fit perfectly 
with binary notions of struggle. If Taran-
tino’s good guys are not so nice, well, any 

degree of nastiness seems justified toward 
bad guys that depraved. Both Hollywood 
and high school portray the past as Man-
ichaean conflict.

This storyline borders on myth. In their 
book “The Dominion of War,” historians 
Fred Anderson and Andrew Cayton  say 
that popular understanding of U.S. history 
mirrors the arrangement of monuments 
on the National Mall in Washington. We 
conceptualize our past as dominated by 
three fights for freedom: the Revolution-
ary War, symbolized by the Washington 
Monument at one end of the Mall; the Civil 
War, enshrined in the Lincoln Memorial at 
the other end; and World War II, with its 
memorial in the middle. Wars that compli-
cate the theme either get relegated to the 
periphery, as are Vietnam and Korea, or 
omitted altogether, as is World War I.

“Good wars” make for monumental 
stories, but they do not invite complex-
ity of thought. The ends always justify the 
means. While teachers have a responsibil-
ity to make complex subject matter com-
prehensible, we have an equal obligation 
not to oversimplify or cater to cliches. To 
riff on Socrates: An unexamined belief 
about war is not worth having.

From a Socratic perspective, World 
War I offers perfect material for asking 
hard questions. How, for instance, could a 
relatively inconsequential act of terrorism 
committed by a teenage extremist from 
the margins of Europe drag the great pow-
ers into conflict? Why did trenches and a 
pointless war of attrition develop and per-
sist for more than four years on the West-
ern front? How did the bombing of cities, 
mass conscription, modern propaganda 
techniques, poison gas and the starvation 
of civilians by blockade come to be seen as 
acceptable, even essential, behavior? Were 
troop mutinies and pacifist activities justi-
fied? Were peace advocates heroes? How 
about official measures to stop them: Were 
they ethical? Were any higher principles 
at stake? Did good prevail? And, of course, 
how did the botched peace result in the 
rise of the Nazis?

In my latest attempt to explore these 
questions, I have thrown out textbooks and 
assigned Adam Hochschild’s provocative 
“To End All Wars, A Story of Loyalty and 
Rebellion, 1914-1918.” It is all gloriously 
complicated and, in true Socratic fashion, 
subversive of societal myths.

I like to imagine that teachers every-
where have the flexibility to seize major
anniversaries and current events as teach-
able moments, but educational norms sug-
gest otherwise. I work at a private school.
The trend in public education is to stricter
standards, more quantity and less toler-
ance for individual initiative. Writing 20 
years ago about June 28 as a lost date in
popular memory, the late historian Eric
Hobsbawm lamented that “most young
men and women at the century’s end grow 
up in a sort of permanent present lacking
any organic relation to the public past of 
the times they live in.” Hobsbawm found 
this development an “eerie” manifestation 
of postmodern distractedness.

Public schools today exemplify distract-
edness. Politicians, pundits and the authors
of the Common Core standards insist that
schools prepare kids “to compete in the
global economy” and attain “21st-century 
skills.” In frenzies of test preparation, cur-
rent events and a lot of history get lost.

I doubt that understanding the Great 
War will help young people “compete in 
the global economy.” In fact, insight into 
that war’s causes might lead kids to re-
think entirely international competition
as an educational goal. Yet I believe that
wrestling with that war’s complexity will 
make for better citizens : thoughtful, cau-
tious about letting a president take us to
war, concerned with the “collateral dam-
age” inherent to modern conflict, and able 
to consign Nazis to their proper historical
place.

Just the other day, one of my 11th-grad-
ers offered perhaps the best justification 
for studying World War I: “It began this
process of dehumanization through tech-
nology that got worse in World War II and
is still a problem today.” That comment 
suggests cause and effect. It connects past
and present. It acknowledges how histori-
ans see the past as a series of problems. It 
identifies modern warfare’s unique capac-
ity to brutalize and dehumanize.

I cannot pretend to know what educa-
tional leaders have in mind when advocat-
ing for 21st-century skills, but my students 
keep showing me how the intellectual rich-
ness of studying the Great War trumps
“good war” history.
Christopher L. Doyle teaches history at
Watkinson School in Hartford, Conn. This column 
first appeared in the Los Angeles Times. 

J. DAVID AKE/AP

  Historians Fred Anderson and Andrew Cayton  say that popular understanding of U.S. history mirrors 
the arrangement of monuments on the  Mall . We conceptualize our past as dominated by three fights 
for freedom: the Revolutionary War, symbolized by the Washington Monument at one end ; the Civil War, 
enshrined in the Lincoln Memorial at the other end; and World War II, with its memorial in the middle. 
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 BY LEONID BERSHIDSKY

Bloomberg News

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
has officially agreed to leave 
Ukraine alone. That doesn’t 
mean, though, that he will leave 

it alone unofficially.
Putin on Tuesday asked the Russian 

parliament to cancel his mandate to send 
troops into Ukraine, which he had request-
ed on March 1. That request led to the an-
nexation of Crimea, and chilled relations 
between Russia and the West. It also had 
economic consequences, sending the ruble 
and Russian stocks tumbling and restrict-
ing Russia’s access to global finance. Mos-
cow’s isolation created a $20 billion void in 
the global bond market, which was filled 
by issuers from other nations.

Putin’s latest move, tantamount to a 
promise to refrain from military interven-
tion, sent Russian stocks and bonds bound-
ing up. Is it fair to assume, then, that the 
threat of wide-ranging sanctions against 
Russian companies worked? That Putin 
panicked and gave up his aggressive plans? 
That is certainly what Western politicians, 
including President Barack Obama, will 
now claim (while saying as little as they 
can about Crimea, which they have failed 

to prevent Russia from retaining). It will 
be true on some level, too; both Putin and 
Russia’s Western business partners have 
signaled a desire to go back to business as 
usual, forgetting the annexation.

There is, however, more to Putin’s sud-
den dovishness, which comes days after a 
new Russian troop buildup at the Ukrai-
nian border. It appears to be a response to 
the Ukrainian government’s sea change 
in approaching negotiations on the armed 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. Monday, after 
months of statements from officials in Kiev 
that the government would not negotiate 
with “terrorists,” talks finally took place in 
Donetsk.

It was quite a cast of characters. On one 
side of the table, representing pro-Rus-
sia separatists, was Alexander Borodai, a 
Moscow political consultant now calling 
himself prime minister of the self-declared 
Donetsk People’s Republic; pro-Russia 
Ukrainian politician Oleg Tsaryov and 
several little-known local leaders. On the 
other side, seemingly representing the 
government of Ukraine, sat the Russian 
ambassador to Ukraine, Mikhail Zurabov, 
and two Kiev politicians: former President 
Leonid Kuchma and Viktor Medvedchuk, 
his former chief of staff, who is thought 
to be close to Putin. Swiss diplomat Heidi 

Tagliavini, representing the Organization 
for European Security and Cooperation, 
was also there, sanctifying the gathering.

Current Ukrainian President Petro Po-
roshenko appeared almost Putinesque in 
his Byzantine handling of the talks. His 
envoy, Kuchma, holds no official position, 
nor does Medvedchuk, who met with Po-
roshenko before the talks. Officially, Kiev 
is not talking to the pro-Russia separatists 
and Moscow is not backing them. The pre-
tense, understood by all, made progress 
possible. The separatists accepted Porosh-
enko’s offer of a cease-fire  until Friday , 
which they had previously dismissed as a 
ploy.

After the unofficial consultations — the 
word “negotiations” was not uttered by 
Kiev representatives — Putin called 
Obama. Next, he recalled his request for 
permission to invade Ukraine.

That doesn’t mean Ukraine can breath 
a sigh of relief. “Putin has no intention to 
cease destabilizing the situation in our 
country,” Ukrainian columnist Vitaly 
Portnikov wrote on Newsru.ua. “Putin 
just wants Obama to believe in his inten-
tions. He is still convinced that only two 
tools work in global politics: deceit and 
bargaining.”

Given his rubber-stamp parliament, 

Putin can gain permission to send troops
back to Ukraine at any time. Besides, if
Putin’s goal is to keep Poroshenko off bal-
ance, an invasion isn’t necessary. Russia
has already succeeded in drawing out the
conflict, arming rebels and making it pos-
sible for Russian citizens to fight on the
separatists’ side. So much for “deceit.”

As for “bargaining,” it has now started 
in Donetsk, with Ukrainians from both
camps searching for compromise. Med-
vedchuk’s ties to both Putin and Poroshen-
ko — along with the possible backing of one
of Ukraine’s richest men, Rinat Akhmetov
— suggests a resolution with the armed 
rebels is in sight. The rebels have been
useful to Putin, but they are unreliable
over the long term. The Kremlin prefers
to work with familiar pro-Russia politi-
cians and businessmen in Ukraine’s east to 
make sure Ukraine doesn’t end up in the 
Western bloc.

In effect, Putin is now ready to enter the 
quiet phase of his Ukraine operation. The
West will acquiesce to his game — but only
after claiming that sanctions have been a
success.

Bloomberg View contributor Leonid Bershidsky is 
a Moscow-based writer. 

BY RON CAPPS AND MIKE QUIGLEY

When American servicemen 
and women serve our country, 
they are fighting to preserve 
our ideals, our freedoms and 

our collective heritage. Our American wil-
derness and protected public lands are an 
important part of that collective heritage. 
Indeed, veterans often report that it is 
the memory of a favorite trout stream, or 
desert hike, or mountain forest that keeps 
them centered and going while deployed 
and that these places help them reintegrate 
upon returning home.

Veterans often carry other memories — 
difficult, confusing, traumatic memories. 
Turning those memories into stories is a 
way of making sense of them, examining 
them, controlling them. American wilder-
ness can facilitate the healing and story-
telling processes.

Research shows that time spent in the 
natural environment helps us build resil-
iency and calmness. Studies also show that 
the arts can be a valuable therapeutic tool 
in controlling traumatic memories. We 
combined the two.

This past spring, the Veterans Writing 
Project and The Wilderness Society part-
nered to offer a veterans wilderness writ-
ing workshop in the beautiful wildlands of 
southern Arizona. The Veterans Writing 
Project provided instruction in the craft 
of writing — by veterans for veterans. The 
Wilderness Society provided the camp lo-
gistics and context. America’s great out-
doors provided the rest — literally making 
the space for creativity, learning and shar-
ing to occur.

The values that wilderness provides us — 
quiet focus, connection to place, a resource 
of resiliency — can be particularly helpful 
to returning veterans and their families.  
There’s a long history (see Earl Shaffer, 
Ernest Hemingway and Doug Peacock, 
among others) of veterans returning from 
combat and seeking solace and recovery in 
America’s outdoors.

Twenty of us made camp in a grove of 
oak trees at the base of rugged granite 
cliffs in the Dragoon Mountains — across 

the San Pedro River from Fort Huachuca 
and a short drive from Tucson’s Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base. We were a range 
of Americans: men and women, younger 
and older, infantry vets from Vietnam, 
Air Force and Naval Academy graduates, 
soldiers and Marines who served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Participants came from 

Arizona, of course, but also from Califor-
nia, Wyoming, Nevada and as far away as 
Iowa. On the Coronado National Forest we 
learned, we healed, we united. During the 
day we practiced the craft of writing and 
hiked the nearby hills; in the evenings we 
bonded with campfire talk. You can read a 
narrative about the weekend and see pho-

tos on The Wilderness Society’s website 
(www.wilderness.org).

There is a historic tradition of returning 
veterans telling their stories to the larger
society at home. When Odysseus and his
warriors returned from the Trojan War,
their villages and towns convened to hear
a report of what the war experience had 
been for those sent to fight. In this way, 
the society that sends its young men and
women to battle gets a debriefing that in-
forms its collective thinking and decision-
making; the returning warriors get to tell
their experiences — marking a reintegra-
tion and a sharing of the experience with
their fellow citizens.

Throughout the weekend, staff and
volunteers from The Wilderness Society
heard stories — funny, courageous, pow-
erful, some horrible — stories to which 
we might not otherwise have had access.
America’s wilderness and a campfire pro-
vide a perfect setting in which to share 
these stories — and through our natural
heritage discover opportunities to learn,
grow, and come together as Americans.

The Veterans Writing Project publishes
a regular literary journal, O-Dark-Thirty
( o-dark-thirty.org/), where the essays,
poems, narratives and other artwork cre-
ated from the workshops are compiled and
shared with publicly. The Wilderness Soci-
ety is planning to expand the partnership
with Veterans Writing Project and offer 
more of these outdoor experiences around
the country. If you like what you see and
want to be advised of future opportunities,
please contact us at vetinfo@tws.org.

In the meantime, remember that fa-
vorite trout stream, desert hike or moun-
tain forest and be proud and comforted. 
Thanks to America’s heritage of protected
public lands — and your defense of them
as an American servicemember — those
wild places are still there. And they will be 
there for you when you need them.
Ron Capps is the founder of the Veterans 
Writing Project, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in 
Washington . Mike Quigley is the Arizona
state director for The Wilderness Society, based 
in Tucson. 

In this setting, vets can write what they feel

Putin’s mandate ploy part of grand plan for Ukraine

 KATE MACKAY/The Wilderness Society

The setting sun bathes the Dragoon Mountains in Arizona in a warm glow during the 
Veterans Writing Workshop weekend hosted by the Veterans Writing Project and The 
Wilderness Society. The workshop, held in the spring, drew military veterans from 
Arizona, California, Nevada, Wyoming and Iowa.
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BY JOSH SMITH

Stars and Stripes

 KABUL

You could call him the 
original “lone survivor.” 
Assistant surgeon Wil-
liam Brydon was battered, 

bleeding and missing part of his skull 
when he rode alone to the garrison at 
Jalalabad after surviving the disas-
trous retreat of the besieged British 
army from Kabul in 1842.

Made in the dead of winter, the 
army’s dash for freedom through 
steep mountain gorges became a 
nightmarish battle against Mother 
Nature and the Afghan fighters who 
used handmade “jezail” muskets to 
snipe at the column of 16,500 troops 
and camp followers.

The Afghans joined a list of local 
peoples around the world who, 
against all odds, would use irregu-
lar tactics to inflict losses on better-
equipped forces. If the retreat from 
Kabul symbolized colonial British 
folly, the Afghans’ jezail firearms 
came to symbolize the homegrown 
skill and tenacity that would earn 
them a place among the great guer-
rilla fighters in history. 

Often made of parts from canni-
balized British weapons, jezails were 
a hodgepodge of Eastern and West-
ern designs, each one unique, and 
often decorated. 

More than a century and a half 
later, Afghan gunsmiths are still mak-
ing jezails and other rifles — some of 
them only suitable for display. Those 
rifles, along with antique jezails, are  
sold in the shops in Kabul and the ba-
zaars of NATO bases.  The gunmak-
ing technique may be old-fashioned, 
but the jezail’s history offers timely 
 lessons about counterinsurgency for 
modern soldiers.

A handcrafted legacy
Some 170 years after the British 

first fought in Kabul, Sher Moham-
med hawks antique and replica 
guns in a dimly lit shop not much 
larger than a closet.

“These are all guns that were 
used during the British inva-
sion,” said Mohammed, who 
inherited the business from his 
father more than 35 years ago. 
“Some are from that time, and 
some are new, but all show the 
culture of that time.”

While jezails were the early 
Afghan gunsmiths’ first 
products, they soon moved 

on to creating hand-
made copies of more 

modern firearms. 
“Afghans 

began making weapons at home 
because we had no factories,” said 
Omara Khan Massoudi, director of 
the National Museum of Afghanistan 
in Kabul. “The first factory wasn’t 
built in Kabul until 1863. Before 
that, even the rulers of the country 
relied on individual experts to craft 
the guns.”

The handcrafted firearm trade 
survived the arrival of industrial 
arms production, however, and con-
tinues in many ways today. Called 
“Khyber Pass Copies” after the re-
gion between modern Afghanistan 
and Pakistan where the cottage in-
dustry developed, the guns in Mo-
hammed’s shop are mostly jezails. 
There are also models of later Brit-
ish rifles like the Martini-Henry and 
Lee-Enfield.

Some of the homemade weapons 
are better than others, with many 
more dangerous to their users than 
their targets. 

With the arrival of hundreds of 
thousands of NATO troops, a new 
version of handcrafted weapon 
sprang up as well: the souvenir.

In a small workshop in 
downtown Kabul, 
Nisar Ahmad 
makes only 
nonfiring 
souve-
nirs now. 
But even 
those are 
produced 
in the same 
handcrafted 
way passed 
down for gen-
erations. Now 
22, Ahmad said 
his father 
started 

teaching him the trade when he was 
9 or 10 years old.

There may be a few more power 
tools involved today, but the replicas 
often include pieces of the original 
guns. 

“Sometimes  ... we find an old part 
of a gun, like a barrel, and we’ll use it 
on a new stock,” Ahmad said. 

That can complicate efforts for 
inexperienced buyers to determine 
what’s antique and what’s new, but 
things like fresh wood or bright red 
rust can be giveaways that a gun is 
a replica.

Ahmad’s products are among 
those bought by merchants who then 
sell the guns in bazaars on many of 
the larger NATO military bases. 
They have become a hot item among 
American servicemembers looking 
for a striking memento or gift that 
conveys the long history of conflict 
in Afghanistan.

Potential buyers should be aware 
that even if the replica guns look 
impressive on the wall, they are un-
likely to be of much, if any, monetary 
value back home.

“Ninety-nine percent of them 
are basically junk,” said 

Danny Clark, with Col-
lectors Firearms in 
Houston, Texas. “I don’t 
buy any of them and I 
don’t know anybody who 
does.”
The collectors at Old-

Guns.net, a Utah-based 
website, say they’ve fielded 
 many questions from buy-
ers in Afghanistan about 

the value of such guns.
 “If you are considering 

purchase of an ‘old gun’ in 
Afghanistan, buy it as 

something that 
will be mean-

ingful as a 
souvenir 

of your 
time 

there, not with the hope that you 
will be able to resell it at a profit,” 
OldGuns warns. “Most of the guns 
being sold seem to be recently man-
ufactured to meet the demand from 
Americans stationed there.”

According to U.S. military offi-
cials, in the first five months of 2014 
customs inspectors stationed in Af-
ghanistan cleared nearly 700 antique 
and replica firearms for shipment to 
the United States. 

“Until now I didn’t know you could 
mail things like that home, but it all 
really intrigues me,” U.S. Army Sgt. 
Iraq Blackledge said while admiring 
guns and knives at a shop at Bagram 
Air Field north of Kabul. 

The Afghan shop owner, Moham-
mad, said business at the base ba-
zaars has been tapering off as troop 
levels drop. “It used to be that I would 
sell two or three guns a day,” he said. 
“But now it is lucky if I sell two or 
three a week.”

An enduring symbol
Compared to the American Ken-

tucky rifle by some experts, the 
original jezails were long-barreled 
muskets featuring distinctly curved 
stocks, often lavishly decorated with 
brass or shell.

“The jezail was at least as accurate 
as the Kentucky rifle, insofar as al-
though it was not rifled, it had a very 
long barrel, was handmade to suit 
the owner’s specifications, and like 
so many frontier peoples, Afghans 
learned to handle weapons from a 
very young age, rendering such hardy 
men remarkably adept at striking a 
target at considerable ranges,” said 
Gregory Fremont-Barnes, a lecturer 
at the United Kingdom’s Royal Mili-
tary Academy Sandhurst. 

Jezails — typically of .50 to .75 cal-
iber and with either a matchlock or 
flintlock firing mechanism — were 
deadly at ranges up to 500 yards, 
compared with the 200-yard range 
of the British smoothbore “Brown 
Bess” flintlock muskets, which were 
designed to be fired in mass volleys 
by troops in formation.

Few single aspects of those early 
British imperial conquests have 
come to symbolize the unsustainable 
cost of protracted counterinsurgen-
cies like the Afghan jezail. 
SEE MUSKET ON PAGE 15 

Against all odds
MIDEAST

Sher Mohammed holds a replica jezail 
musket in his shop in downtown Kabul. 
Jezails, which were originally handmade 

by Afghans during their fight against 
the British in the 19th century, have 

survived along with other antique guns 
as a popular souvenirs for American 

servicemembers.
JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

Afghan musket survives as symbol of insurgent history
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It not only paved the way for a long history 
of handmade firearms in Afghanistan, it also 
left an indelible mark on the British, whose 
experience would help form the foundation 
of Western counterinsurgency studies.

Rudyard Kipling, who most famously 
chronicled the years of British colonialism 
in works of fiction such as “Kim” and “The 
Jungle Book,” immortalized the jezail as an 
example of how local insurgencies can ef-
fectively drain better-resourced forces. 

Referring to the downfall of well-educated 
British troops in a poem appropriately titled 
“Arithmetic on the Frontier,” Kipling wrote:

A scrimmage in a Border Station-
A canter down some dark defile
Two thousand pounds of education
Drops to a ten-rupee jezail.
By the second Anglo-Afghan War in 1878, 

both the British and many Afghans were 
using (and making) more modern rifles. But 
use of the jezail persisted, and the war pro-
vided the backdrop for perhaps the most fa-
mous fictional victim of an Afghan jezail — a 
victim familiar to millions of Americans.

Sherlock Holmes’ inseparable compan-
ion Dr. Watson was wounded by the weapon 
while serving in the Second Anglo-Afghan 
War. The sidekick in Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
classic detective novels was injured during 
the Battle of Maiwand, a real battle that oc-
curred in 1880 and proved to be a disastrous 
rout for the outnumbered British troops. 

“The campaign brought honours and pro-
motion to many, but for me it had nothing 
but misfortune and disaster,” Watson says 
in “A Study in Scarlet.”

The modern Sherlock Holmes movies 

starring Jude Law as Watson also make 
prominent mention of his injury and his 
service in Afghanistan. In the books, Wat-
son clearly makes reference to the “jezail 
bullet” wound that still aches years later. 

Lessons unlearned?
Like the hunting rifle used by American 

militias during their war for independence, 
the jezail had a long range that was essential 
to the tactics employed by the Afghans, who 
had to make up for the fact they couldn’t 
meet the British head-on on the battlefield.

“The Afghans almost always employed 
guerrilla tactics: hit-and-run, ambushes, 
raids, sniping and so on as this suited the 
ground and the fact that until they created 
a conventional army ... they could not field 
formed units of equal standing with the 
British,” Fremont-Barnes said. “It there-
fore made far more sense to ‘play to their 
strengths’ by employing irregular tactics.”

In the past decade, Taliban and other in-

surgents have turned to homemade explo-
sives, ambushes and other irregular tactics 
to inflict serious casualties on NATO and 
Afghan government forces.

The potential parallels between the co-
lonial British occupations and the modern 
NATO experience are so numerous they 
have become almost cliché after 13 years of 
international intervention in Afghanistan. 
But as the Taliban insurgency lingers, the 
lessons from Afghanistan’s long history of 
conflict remain as poignant as ever. 

“The British experience in Afghanistan 
— or least the first two wars — demon-
strates that a highly motivated guerrilla 
fighter, even when only armed with a sim-
ple weapon and little in the way of food and 
other provision, can either prevail over or at 
the very least exact terrific damage upon a 
much better-armed and disciplined force,” 
Fremont-Barnes said. 
Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this report.
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

How to get your souvenir 
rifle out of Afghanistan 

Whether their purchase is real or a rep-
lica, American servicemembers can ship 
 jezails or other souvenir weapons out of Af-
ghanistan  with the proper paperwork.
�  Before shipping an antique or replica 

firearm to the United States, U.S. service-
members must first bring the weapon to 
the customs office for an inspection. An an-
tique firearm is defined as any firearm not 
designed or redesigned for using rim fire or 
conventional center fire ignition with fixed 
ammunition,  manufactured in or before 
1898 or for which ammunition is no longer 
manufactured in the United States, and  not 
readily available. The customs inspector will 
ensure that the antique gun has a proper 
date stamp  and that it is generally clean. 
�  Once the weapon is cleared for shipping 

by a customs inspector, the servicemember 
must bring a completed customs form and 
weapon affidavit to the office of the Staff 
Judge Advocate for notarization. 
�  After paperwork is filed with the cus-

toms office, the servicemember is cleared to 
ship the replica or antique weapon  by regis-
tered mail through the post office.  
�  Servicemembers cannot ship machine 

guns, defined as repeating-type of firearms; 
sawed-off style shotguns or shotguns with a 
barrel length shorter than 16 inches; rifles 
and shotguns with a barrel shorter than 
26 inches in overall length; or martial arts 
weapons.
�  Any knife with a blade more than 6 

inches has to be cleared through customs. If 
the knife is stored in a decorative box, it can 
be sent back as is. If the knife is not being 
shipped back in a decorative box, it must be 
in a sheath prior to mailing to the U.S.

Source: International Security Assistance 
Force 

MIDEAST

Musket: Jezails 
immortalized in 
British fiction

 PHOTOS BY JOSH SMITH/Stars and Stripes

 Army Sgt. Iraq Blackledge looks at knives and guns at an antique shop at Bagram Air Field in Afghanistan. He said he has been intrigued by the weapons but did not know until 
recently it was possible to mail such items back to the United States. 

 Jezail muskets hang in a shop on  Bagram Air Field . The shop’s  owner, Mohammed, 
says sales of  antique and replica weapons have dwindled as troops depart. 
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The horsepower of a rare Ferrari Enzo sports car, one of which was heavily damaged in a 
crash on Interstate 95 in Stamford, Conn., on Monday. State police said the car was being 
driven by a technician for Miller Motorcars, a luxury car dealership. It began to fishtail on the 
interstate entrance ramp, struck off a bridge wall, then spun across three lanes of traffic and 

crashed into the center divider. No serious injuries were reported. Ferrari built fewer than 400 of the cars, which are 
valued at more than $600,000. 
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jama bottoms, and topped off his 
disguise with a skeleton mask and 
a black wig.

Police said the robbery hap-
pened about 1 p.m. Monday at the 
Huntingdon Bank branch in the 
city’s Carrick neighborhood.

The suspect was speaking to 
someone on a cellphone during 
the heist, likely a getaway driver.

Police said the suspect was also 
wearing a black hooded sweat-
shirt and stuffed the loot into a 
black purse. Police said a dye 
pack in the money exploded.

Witnesses said the man ap-
peared to be somewhat soiled 
even before he entered the bank. 
Police said he was also wearing 
a black apron and white athletic 
shoes, both of which were spat-
tered with grease.

 City council votes to
keep ‘yoga tax’

DC WASHINGTON —  
The D.C. Council has 

voted to keep a so-called yoga tax 
as part of the city’s 2015 budget.

The D.C. Council on Tuesday 

decided to keep in place plans 
to extend the city’s 5.75 percent 
sales tax to gym memberships 
and yoga classes. An amendment 
that would have stripped the sales 
tax expansion from the budget 
failed on a vote of 9 to 4.

Councilmember David Cata-
nia, an independent who’s run-
ning for mayor, introduced the 
amendment to take the tax out of 
the budget. Councilmember Mu-
riel Bowser, the Democratic may-
oral nominee, also voted against 
the tax.

The budget also includes a sub-
stantial income tax cut. Council 
Chairman Phil Mendelson has 
defended the plan .  

Man accused of being 
naked in town park

RI WOONSOCKET — A 61-
year-old Cumberland, 

R.I., man is accused of sitting 
naked in a Woonsocket park.

Police charged Denis Bes-
sette with disorderly conduct on 
Saturday.

They were called to the park 

after a man was spotted sitting 
naked in some tall grass near 
where several children were 
playing.

Police said Bessette quickly 
put on some clothes when he real-
ized he had been spotted. Officers 
stopped his car as it was leaving 
the park.

Bessette  is scheduled to be ar-
raigned in District Court on July 
1.

 Woman climbs into 
lion’s den with cookies

TN MEMPHIS — Mem-
phis Zoo officials have 

banned a woman after saying she 
climbed over a barrier to the en-
closure where lions are kept and 
tried to feed them cookies.

The woman’s actions were re-
ported by other zoo patrons, who 
saw her jump the barrier and 
heard her singing to the animals. 
After the barrier, only wire sepa-
rates guests from the lions inside 
the enclosure.

Zoo spokeswoman Abbey Dane 
said the woman’s behavior was 

dangerous for her and the lions.
She said the woman won’t be al-
lowed back into the facility. 

2 boaters rescued after 
14 hours treading water 

FL MIAMI — Two people
were rescued in the wa-

ters near Hallandale Beach hours 
after they fell off their boat in Key
Largo.

The Coast Guard Sector Miami
said an off-duty detective and
firefighter found Sean McGov-
ern, 50, and Mellisa Morris, 52,
early Saturday morning. The pair
said they fell from their 30-foot
Island Hopper boat and were dis-
tanced from the vessel around 6
p.m. Friday. They treaded water
throughout the night until being
found about 14 hours later.

The two were without lifejack-
ets and had nothing to signal help
from other boaters, but were not
injured. Friends picked them up
at the Coast Guard Station Fort
Lauderdale.

The boat is still missing.
From wire reports

AMERICAN ROUNDUP
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 Thief takes churchgoer’s 
Model A, crashes it

OR PRINEVILLE — Cen-
tral Oregon authori-

ties said a 79-year-old man took 
a 1930 Ford Model A coupe to 
church on Sunday to show it off.

When he left it so he could get 
a bite of lunch, it was stolen and 
crashed into the Crooked River 
south of Prineville, sheriff’s dep-
uties said.

Photos show the mangled ve-
hicle in the river, but no estimate 
of the damage was immediately 
available.  KTVZ-TV reported the 
man was fixing the car for a fam-
ily who owned it.

Police said Erik Blake Hal-
pin,  34, described as a transient, 
was arrested for investigation of 
drunken driving and unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle. He swam to 
shore and was arrested after he 
was treated at a Bend hospital.

 No damages awarded in 
Disneyland ride lawsuit

CA LOS ANGELES — A 
jury found that Disney-

land was negligent in an accident 
on its Splash Mountain ride four 
years ago but says that didn’t con-
tribute to a rider’s injury.

The federal jury in Los Ange-
les didn’t award any damages 
to Steve Wilson, of Anaheim, in 
Friday’s decision. His attorney, 
Barry Novack, said he’ll seek a 
new trial.

Novack said that in 2010 Splash 
Mountain staff overloaded a log 
boat, causing it to get stuck, then 
didn’t tie it off before unloading 
riders.

Wilson, who weighed 415 
pounds, claimed that as he got 
up, the boat moved, he fell back 
and hit a seat, seriously aggra-
vating an existing back problem. 
He sought about $1.3 million in 
compensation.   

Police: Burglar foiled
by Facebook goof 

MN SOUTH ST. PAUL  
— South St. Paul po-

lice didn’t have to work too hard 
to catch up with a man who they 
say broke into a house and stole 
credit cards, cash and a watch.

Police said the burglar used 
the homeowner’s computer and 
logged onto Facebook last week. 
But, he failed to log off.

Homeowner James Wood said 
he has to be the “world’s dumbest 
criminal.” WCCO-TV reported 
Wood posted his phone number 
on the alleged burglar’s Face-
book page, hoping that someone 
would call him. He said he got a 
text from the man. Wood offered 
to return the wet clothes the man  
had left behind because it was 
raining.

The two agreed to meet. When 
Wood spotted the burglary sus-
pect, recognizing him from his 
Facebook profile, he called police 
who made an arrest.

 Police seek bank robber 
clad in pink pajamas

PA PITTSBURGH — Pitts-
burgh police have been 

searching for a bank robber who 
wore a pink shirt and pink pa-

THE CENSUS

Roar at the shore
Jooneng Tan, of Singapore, details his sculpture of a gladiator fighting a lion during the singles competition of the Do AC Sand Sculpting 
World Cup competition on the beach in Atlantic City, N.J., on Sunday. Team competitions began Monday and all sculptures were to be in 
place and under guard through July 6, when winners will be announced.    

BEN FOGLETTO, THE PRESS OF ATLANTIC CITY (N.J.)/AP
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FACES

 BY SANDY COHEN

The Associated Press 

Promoting an album kills cre-
ativity, says Ed Sheeran, prefer-
ring to watch a World Cup game 
rather than talk about “X,” the 

anticipated follow-up to his 2011 debut, 
“+.”

The 23-year-old singer-songwriter is 
drained and distracted from talking up 
the new album, which came out Monday, 
across the country.

“It has to be done,” he shrugs, one ear 
on the U.S.-Ghana game.

The English performer prefers the 
other parts of his job, writing songs 
and playing live. He created more than 
100 songs to get the 12 tracks on “X,” 
which he pronounces “multiply.” He also 
worked with a handful of hit-making 
producers — Pharrell, Benny Blanco, 
Jeff Bhasker and Rick Rubin — to craft a 

broader, more radio-friendly sound.
“It’s weird, because they’re more 

polished producers but it’s a more raw 
sound,” Sheeran said, “so I think they 
brought an element of rawness to it.”

It’s also funkier than his folksy debut, 
which has sold more than 800,000 units 
and earned him a pair of Grammy nomi-
nations. A clear example is the Phar-
rell-produced Top 15 single, “Sing,” 
which has earned comparisons to Jus-
tin Timberlake for its dance beat and 
falsetto vocals. Sheeran appreciates the 
association.

“He’s a very talented person and I’ve 
listened to ‘Justified’ a lot,” Sheeran said 
in an interview last week. “I definitely 
took influence from that.”

Suddenly, a cheer erupts from his 
colleagues who are still watching the 
game.

“Oh, you won,” Sheeran tells an Amer-
ican reporter. “Congratulations.”

Though Sheeran presents a sweet, al-
most cherubic image, with his mussed 
red hair and low-key fashion sense, a 
hardness shows through, and not in the 
form of his sleeves of tattoos.

Success is everything he hoped it 
would be, and he misses nothing from 
his pre-fame life. “It wasn’t that fun,” he 
said.

He’s picky about his process and part-
ners. He wouldn’t feature just anyone on 
his songs, though he has written for One 
Direction and his BFF, Taylor Swift.

“The people that (I’d) want to collabo-
rate with aren’t the type to collaborate,” 
he said. “For instance, if I just decided 
tomorrow that I wanted to do a song with 
Jay Z, it’s not going to happen just like 
that. I think he has to have the idea. ... It’s 
like that with me.”

Note to potential collaborators: Wait 
until the World Cup ends. 

 Oldman apologizes for 
defending Gibson, Baldwin 

Gary Oldman has apologized for de-
fending fellow actors Mel Gibson and Alec
Baldwin from critics of their controversial
remarks about Jews and gays.

“I am deeply remorseful that comments
I recently made in the Playboy interview
were offensive to many Jewish people,” 
Oldman wrote in an open letter to the Anti-
Defamation League late Tuesday. “Upon
reading my comments in print — I see how
insensitive they may be, and how they may
indeed contribute to the furtherance of a 
false stereotype.”

During the expletive-laden Playboy inter-
view, Oldman decried the “political correct-
ness” that ensnared Gibson and Baldwin. 
Gibson delivered an anti-Semitic rant in
2006 while being arrested for drunken driv-
ing, and he later apologized. Baldwin last 
year was accused of using an anti-gay slur 
in a New York City street confrontation.

Oldman said that Gibson “got drunk and
said a few things, but we’ve all said those
things. We’re all (expletive) hypocrites.”
He said he didn’t blame Baldwin for using
the slur because somebody bothered him.

“Mel Gibson is in a town that’s run by
Jews and he said the wrong thing because
he’s actually bitten the hand that I guess
has fed him, and doesn’t need to feed him
anymore because he’s got enough dough,” 
Oldman said in the interview.

In his later letter, first reported by the
industry website Deadline.com, Oldman
wrote, “I hope you will know that this apol-
ogy is heartfelt, genuine, and that I have an 
enormous personal affinity for the Jewish
people in general, and those specifically in
my life.”

Oldman’s Playboy comments had drawn
a sharp response from Jewish leaders.

“Gary Oldman wants Jews to ‘get over’
what Mel Gibson said. But what Gibson
said, was the slogan that Adolf Hitler used
to murder six million Jews,” said Rabbi
Marvin Hier, dean of the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center in Los Angeles. “(Oldman’s) 
comment that Hollywood is a town ‘run by
Jews’ has a very familiar sinister ring to it
that is the anthem of bigots and anti-Sem-
ites everywhere. That has nothing to do 
with political correctness,” Hier said in a
statement to The Associated Press . 

ABC: Muir replacing Sawyer 
 ABC says Diane Sawyer is stepping 

down as its evening news anchor, to be re-
placed by David Muir.

The network said Sawyer will concen-
trate on interviews and specials. During
her tenure, ABC’s “World News” was a 
steady second to Brian Williams at NBC,
although the ABC broadcast has made
gains among younger viewers. 

Muir is familiar to “World News” view-
ers as a substitute for Sawyer and has trav-
eled around the country for his “Made in
America” series.

ABC said George Stephanopoulos will 
take on a new role as chief anchor for live
news events.

Other news  
�  A draft of  Bob Dylan’s “Like a Rolling

Stone,” sold Tuesday for $2 million, which
the auction house called a world record
for a popular music manuscript. A work-
ing draft of the finished song in Dylan’s
own hand went to an unidentified bidder at 
Sotheby’s. The selling price, $2.045 million,
included a buyer’s premium.

�    Former “Good Morning America” host
Joan Lunden, 63, says she has breast can-
cer. She disclosed her diagnosis Tuesday
on “GMA,”  which she co-anchored  1980
through 1997 . Lunden  said  she expects to
make a full recovery . 
From The Associated Press

MATT SAYLES, INVISION/AP  

Ed Sheeran’s album, ‘X,’ 
multiplies his options

  It’s weird, 
because they’re 
more polished 

producers but it’s a 
more raw sound, so 

I think they
brought an element 

of rawness
to it.

singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran, 23, 
on the many producers he worked with on 
his new album, which debuted on Monday



 BY CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The Great 
Recession and the slow recovery 
have sharply widened the gap be-
tween the wealthiest Americans 
and everyone else, according to 
a study that underscores the un-
evenness of wealth gains since 
the recession ended.

The richest 5 percent had 24 
times the wealth of the median 
household in 2013 — up substan-
tially from 16.5 times as much in 
2007, according to a study by Uni-
versity of Michigan researchers.

Substantial gains in the stock 
market have enabled richer 
Americans to regain much of 
their wealth. Stock prices had 
plunged by nearly half during the 
recession but have recovered all 
their losses and set new highs. 
Roughly 10 percent of households 
own 80 percent of stocks.

By contrast, middle-class 
Americans remain further be-
hind because whatever wealth 

they have is derived mainly from 
home equity. Home prices have 
only partially recovered from the 
housing bust. In the first quarter 
of this year, 18.8 percent of ho-
meowners with a mortgage still 
owed more on their homes than 
they were worth, according to 
real estate data provider Zillow. 
An additional 18.1 percent have 
so little equity that it wouldn’t be 
enough to cover closing costs and 
make a down payment, Zillow 
calculates.

Fewer Americans even own 
homes. The home ownership rate 
fell to 64.8 percent in the first 
quarter of this year from a peak 
of 69.2 percent in 2004.

The University of Michigan 
study found that households at 

all levels lost wealth during the 
recession and that not even the 
top 5 percent have fully regained 
it.

The study suggests one reason 
consumer spending growth has 
been weaker since the recession 
than before. When people feel 
wealthier, they’re more likely to 
spend. Most Americans may still 
feel poorer than before the reces-
sion and so may still be restrain-
ing their spending.

The losses weren’t evenly dis-
tributed. For the top 5 percent, 
net worth fell 16 percent from 
2007, just before the recession 
began, through last year. The net 
worth of the median household 
fell much further — 43 percent.

The study paints a bleaker 

picture of U.S. household wealth 
than do official figures from the 
Federal Reserve. 

The Fed’s quarterly report on 
household wealth has concluded 
that the nation as a whole re-
gained all the wealth it lost from 
the recession by the first quarter 
of 2013.

The Fed report doesn’t break 
out that data for households at 
different wealth levels. Its over-
all figures are lifted by big gains 
among the wealthiest Americans. 
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Thursday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 90 73 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 78 59 PCldy
Albany, N.Y. 82 60 Cldy
Albuquerque 96 67 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 80 63 Cldy
Amarillo 92 65 PCldy
Anchorage 59 49 Rain
Asheville 83 62 PCldy
Atlanta 88 70 Cldy
Atlantic City 86 67 Cldy
Austin 90 73 Cldy
Baltimore 88 68 PCldy
Baton Rouge 86 72 Rain
Billings 86 59 Cldy
Birmingham 86 70 Cldy
Bismarck 81 65 Rain
Boise 77 52 Rain
Boston 81 63 Rain
Bridgeport 77 65 Cldy
Brownsville 90 78 Cldy
Buffalo 80 60 Cldy
Burlington, Vt. 75 58 Rain
Caribou, Maine 67 53 Rain
Casper 89 55 PCldy
Charleston, S.C. 94 74 PCldy
Charleston, W.Va. 85 62 Cldy
Charlotte, N.C. 90 70 PCldy

Chattanooga 91 68 Cldy
Cheyenne 86 54 PCldy
Chicago 76 61 PCldy
Cincinnati 85 66 PCldy
Cleveland 77 60 PCldy
Colorado Springs 89 57 PCldy
Columbia, S.C. 94 71 PCldy
Columbus, Ga. 88 71 Cldy
Columbus, Ohio 82 64 PCldy
Concord, N.H. 80 59 Rain
Corpus Christi 90 79 Rain
Dallas-Ft. Worth 90 74 Cldy
Dayton 83 64 PCldy
Daytona Beach 92 73 Cldy
Denver 91 59 PCldy
Des Moines 84 69 PCldy
Detroit 79 61 PCldy
Duluth 61 52 Cldy
El Paso 101 77 Clr
Elkins 79 55 Cldy
Erie 75 59 Cldy
Eugene 72 54 Cldy
Evansville 86 68 Cldy
Fairbanks 65 50 Rain
Fargo 78 66 Cldy
Flagstaff 80 51 Clr
Flint 78 56 PCldy
Fort Smith 87 72 Cldy

Fort Wayne 80 63 PCldy
Fresno 90 62 PCldy
Goodland 88 63 Clr
Grand Junction 95 65 Clr
Grand Rapids 79 59 PCldy
Great Falls 70 48 Rain
Green Bay 75 56 PCldy
Greensboro, N.C. 88 68 PCldy
Harrisburg 84 63 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld 85 64 Rain
Helena 74 51 Rain
Honolulu 88 73 Clr
Houston 88 76 Rain
Huntsville 91 70 Cldy
Indianapolis 83 68 PCldy
Jackson, Miss. 85 71 Rain
Jacksonville 94 74 PCldy
Juneau 66 43 Cldy
Kansas City 85 69 PCldy
Key West 90 82 PCldy
Knoxville 89 66 Cldy
Lake Charles 87 75 Rain
Lansing 80 60 PCldy
Las Vegas 100 79 Clr
Lexington 86 67 PCldy
Lincoln 84 70 Cldy
Little Rock 88 72 Cldy
Los Angeles 79 63 PCldy

Louisville 89 71 Cldy
Lubbock 92 68 PCldy
Macon 91 70 Cldy
Madison 77 59 Cldy
Medford 74 56 Cldy
Memphis 88 71 Cldy
Miami Beach 90 76 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 93 70 PCldy
Milwaukee 64 56 Cldy
Mpls-St. Paul 79 65 Cldy
Missoula 69 50 Rain
Mobile 87 70 Rain
Montgomery 89 71 Cldy
Nashville 91 69 Cldy
New Orleans 88 76 Rain
New York City 81 69 Cldy
Newark 83 70 Cldy
Norfolk, Va. 88 72 PCldy
North Platte 86 65 PCldy
Oklahoma City 86 70 Cldy
Omaha 84 69 Cldy
Orlando 94 73 Cldy
Paducah 87 70 Cldy
Pendleton 74 53 Rain
Peoria 83 66 Cldy
Philadelphia 85 70 Cldy
Phoenix 107 83 Clr
Pittsburgh 81 60 Cldy

Pocatello 77 51 Rain
Portland, Maine 74 58 Rain
Portland, Ore. 71 58 Rain
Providence 82 64 Rain
Pueblo 97 58 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 91 70 PCldy
Rapid City 84 62 Cldy
Reno 77 55 PCldy
Richmond 90 68 PCldy
Roanoke 86 62 PCldy
Rochester 80 60 Cldy
Rockford 79 62 Cldy
Sacramento 84 57 PCldy
St. Louis 88 72 Cldy
St. Petersburg 91 80 PCldy
St. Thomas 89 81 Clr
Salem, Ore. 71 55 Cldy
Salt Lake City 84 59 Cldy
San Angelo 92 72 PCldy
San Antonio 91 75 Cldy
San Diego 73 65 PCldy
San Francisco 69 56 Cldy
San Jose 75 55 PCldy
San Juan, P.R. 91 81 Clr
Santa Fe 93 56 Clr
St. Ste Marie 75 46 Clr
Savannah 95 74 PCldy
Seattle 70 54 Cldy

Shreveport 84 71 Rain
Sioux City 83 69 Cldy
Sioux Falls 81 68 Cldy
South Bend 77 61 PCldy
Spokane 67 52 Rain
Springfield, Ill. 85 67 Cldy
Springfield, Mo. 84 67 Cldy
Syracuse 78 59 Cldy
Tallahassee 94 74 Cldy
Tampa 93 78 PCldy
Toledo 79 61 PCldy
Topeka 87 69 Cldy
Tucson 103 75 Clr
Tulsa 87 72 Cldy
Tupelo 88 70 Cldy
Waco 89 72 Cldy
Washington 87 71 PCldy
W. Palm Beach 90 76 Cldy
Wichita 86 70 Cldy
Wichita Falls 90 72 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 81 60 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 85 67 Cldy
Yakima 77 56 Cldy
Youngstown 78 57 PCldy

National temperature extremes
Hi: Tue., 117, Death Valley, Calif. 
Lo: Tue., 31, Bryce Canyon, Utah

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (June 26) .........................$1.3972
Dollar buys (June 26) .......................€0.7157
British pound (June 26) ....................... $1.74
Japanese yen (June 26) .......................99.00
South Korean won (June 26) ............993.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3770
British pound .....................................$1.6981
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0737
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2302
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.4760
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.1525
Euro ........................................ $1.3610/0.7347
Hong Kong (Dollar) ..............................7.7516
Hungary (Forint) .................................224.69
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4363
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 101.97
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2820
Norway (Krone) ................................... 6.1116
Philippines (Peso).................................43.86
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.05
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ...........................3.7508
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2489
South Korea (Won) .......................... 1,017.97
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8937
Thailand (Baht) ..................................... 32.42
Turkey (Lira) ......................................... 2.1317
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.08
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.01
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.87

BUSINESS/WEATHER

Recession, recovery widen wealth gap
The richest 5 percent had 24 times the wealth of 
the median household in 2013 — up substantially 
from 16.5 times as much in 2007, according to a 
study by University of Michigan researchers.
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SCOREBOARD

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

College baseball

World Series
At TD Ameritrade Park Omaha

Omaha, Neb.
Double Elimination
Saturday, June 14

UC Irvine 3, Texas 1
Vanderbilt 5, Louisville 3

Sunday, June 15
TCU 3, Texas Tech 2
Virginia 2, Mississippi 1

Monday, June 16
Texas 4, Louisville 1, Louisville elimi-

nated
Vanderbilt 6, UC Irvine 4

Tuesday, June 17
Mississippi 2, Texas Tech 1, Texas Tech 

eliminated
Virginia 3, TCU 2, 15 innings

Wednesday, June 18
Texas 1, UC Irvine 0, UC Irvine elimi-

nated
Thursday, June 19

Mississippi 6, TCU 4, TCU eliminated
Friday, June 20

Texas 4, Vanderbilt 0
Virginia 0, Mississippi 0, top 2nd, 

susp., lightning
Saturday, June 21

Virginia 4, Mississippi 1, Mississippi 
eliminated

Vanderbilt 4, Texas 3, 10 innings, Texas 
eliminated

Championship Series
(Best-of-three; x-if necessary)

Vanderbilt 9, Virginia 8, Vanderbilt 
leads series 1-0

Tuesday: Virginia 7, Vanderbilt 2
Wednesday: Virginia (53-15) vs. Van-

derbilt (50-21)

Pro soccer

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L T Pts GF GA
D.C. 7 4 4 25 22 16
New England 7 5 2 23 21 18
Sporting KC 6 5 4 22 21 14
Toronto FC 6 4 1 19 15 13
New York 4 5 6 18 22 22
Columbus 4 5 6 18 18 18
Houston 5 9 2 17 16 29
Philadelphia 3 7 6 15 22 27
Chicago 2 4 8 14 22 25
Montreal 2 7 4 10 13 26

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 10 3 2 32 32 23
Real Salt Lake 6 2 7 25 25 21
Colorado 6 5 4 22 21 18
FC Dallas 6 7 4 22 28 28
Vancouver 5 2 6 21 25 20
Portland 4 4 8 20 28 27
Los Angeles 4 3 5 17 16 11
San Jose 4 5 4 16 15 14
Chivas USA 2 7 5 11 14 26

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday, June 18
D.C. United 4, Montreal 2
Portland 2, FC Dallas 2, tie

Wednesday’s game
Montreal at Vancouver

Frida’s games
Toronto FC at New York
Sporting Kansas City at Portland

Saturday’s games
Seattle FC at D.C. United
Philadelphia at New England
FC Dallas at Columbus
Vancouver at Colorado
Real Salt Lake at Chivas USA
Los Angeles at San Jose

Sunday’s game
Houston at Montreal

NWSL
 W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 11 0 2 35 29 10
FC Kansas City 8 4 3 27 24 17
Chicago 6 6 2 20 18 15
Portland 6 4 2 20 18 16
Washington 6 7 1 19 22 30
Western New York 5 7 2 17 23 18
Houston 4 8 1 13 16 23
Sky Blue FC 2 6 6 12 14 24
Boston 3 9 1 10 16 27

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie.

Wednesday, June 18
Western New York 2, Chicago 0

Thursday, June 19
Seattle FC 2, Boston 0

Saturday, June 21
Portland 6, Washington 1
FC Kansas City 1, Chicago 0

Sunday, June 22
Sky Blue FC 1, Boston 1, tie
Seattle FC 2, Western New York 1

Wednesday’s game
Sky Blue FC at Portland

Friday’s game
Boston at Western New York

Saturday’s games
Portland at FC Kansas City’s games
Washington at Houston
Sky Blue FC at Seattle FC

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 9 4 .692 —
Connecticut 7 6 .538 2
Indiana 6 6 .500 2½
Chicago 6 7 .462 3
Washington 6 9 .400 4
New York 4 10 .286 5½

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Phoenix 9 3 .750  ½
Minnesota 11 4 .733 —
San Antonio 7 7 .500 3½
Tulsa 5 7 .417 4½
Los Angeles 5 8 .385 5
Seattle 6 10 .375 5½

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s games
Washington 81, San Antonio 70
Los Angeles 65, Seattle 57

Wednesday’s games
Chicago at Connecticut
Tulsa at Indiana

Thursday’s game
Atlanta at San Antonio

Deals

Tuesday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX — Signed SS Michael 

Chavis to a minor league contract.
OAKLAND ATHLETICS — Reinstated OF 

Josh Reddick from the 15-day DL. Placed 
1B Kyle Blanks on the 15-day DL, retroac-
tive to June 23.

TEXAS RANGERS — Purchased the 
contract of 1B Carlos Pena from Round 
Rock (PCL). Designated 1B-OF Brad Sny-
der for assignment.

National League
NEW YORK METS — Recalled C Travis 

d’Arnaud from Las Vegas (PCL). Placed C 
Taylor Teagarden on the 15-Day DL, ret-
roactive to June 22.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Signed OF 
Grady Sizemore to a minor league con-
tract and assigned him to Lehigh Valley 
(IL).

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Reinstated 2B 
Neil Walker from the 15-day DL. Sent OF 
Jose Tabata outright to Indianapolis.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

BROOKLYN NETS — Announced F An-
drei Kirilenko exercised his contract op-
tion for the 2014-15 season.

UTAH JAZZ — Named Brad Jones, An-
tonio Lang, Alex Jensen, Mike Wells and 
Johnnie Bryant assistant coaches.
Women’s National Basketball Association

MINNESOTA LYNX — Signed G Nadirah 
McKenith. Waived G Lindsey Moore.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ATLANTA FALCONS — Waived QB 
Dominique Croom.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed WR 
Allen Robinson to a four-year contract.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS — Released DT 
Andru Pulu.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

CAROLINA HURRICANES — Agreed to 
terms with D Ron Hainsey on a three-
year contract through the 2016-17 sea-
son. Agreed to terms with F Nathan Ger-
be on a two-year contract and LW Chris 
Terry on a one-year contract.

WASHINGTON CAPITALS — Named 
Mitch Korn goaltending coach.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

CHIVAS USA — Signed D Akira Kaji.
FC DALLAS — Transferred G Richard 

Sanchez to Tigres UANL (Liga MX).
COLLEGE

FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON — Named Grant 
Billmeier men’s assistant basketball 
coach.

LIU BROOKLYN — Named Alex Trezza 
baseball coach and Paul Nixon women’s 
assistant basketball coach.

MIAMI — Agreed to terms with base-
ball coach Jim Morris on a three-year 
contract extension through the 2018 
season.

MONTANA — Named Ken Bone men’s 
associate head basketball coach.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN — Named Bruce 
Parker athletic director.

TENNESSEE — Named Beth Alford-Sul-
livan director of track and field and cross 
country.

Golf

Presidents Cup points
At Jack Nicklaus Golf Club Korea

Incheon, South Korea
Oct. 8-11, 2015

Through June 22
United States

 1. Jimmy Walker 2,389
 2. Bubba Watson 2,128
 3. Dustin Johnson 1,824
 4. Zach Johnson 1,824
 5. Matt Kuchar 1,815
 6. Jordan Spieth 1,808
 7. Chris Kirk 1,514
 8. Jim Furyk 1,488
 9. Harris English 1,452
10. Patrick Reed 1,410
11. Webb Simpson 1,357
12. Brendon Todd 1,291
13. Kevin Na 1,279
14. Ryan Moore 1,236
15. Matt Every 1,226

International
 1. Adam Scott Aus 9.09
 2. Jason Day Aus 6.77
 3. Hideki Matsuyama Jpn 5.15
 4. Charl Schwartzel RSA 3.97
 5. Graham DeLaet Can 3.23
 6. Thongchai Jaidee Tha 2.88
 7. Louis Oosthuizen RSA 2.71
 8. Matt Jones Aus 2.61
 9. John Senden Aus 2.50
10. Ernie Els RSA 2.38
11. Richard Sterne RSA 2.22
12. Marc Leishman Aus 2.09
13. George Coetzee RSA 2.04
14. K.J. Choi Kor 2.03
15. Koumei Oda Jpn 2.02

LPGA Tour statistics
Through June 22

Scoring
1, Stacy Lewis, 69.07. 2, Michelle Wie, 

69.31. 3, Inbee Park, 69.96. 4, Lexi Thomp-
son, 70.13. 5, Suzann Pettersen, 70.20. 
6, Chella Choi, 70.23. 7, Azahara Munoz, 
70.29. 8, Lydia Ko, 70.29. 9, Cristie Kerr, 
70.33. 10, So Yeon Ryu, 70.35.

Driving Distance
1, Lexi Thompson, 274.7. 2, Gerina Pill-

er, 273.2. 3, Joanna Klatten, 273.1. 4, Anya 
Alvarez, 271.5. 5, Brittany Lincicome, 
269.9. 6, Yani Tseng, 268.8. 7, Alena Sharp, 
268.6. 8, Carlota Ciganda, 267.5. 9, Laura 
Davies, 267.1. 10, Paula Reto, 266.0.

Greens in Regulation Pct.
1, Suzann Pettersen, 79.30%. 2, Stacy 

Lewis, 78.60%. 3, Michelle Wie, 78.40%. 4, 
Anna Nordqvist, 76.20%. 5, Gerina Piller, 
75.90%. 6, Lexi Thompson, 75.70%. 7, 
Christina Kim, 75.60%. 8, So Yeon Ryu, 
75.00%. 9, Chella Choi, 75.00%. 10, Aza-
hara Munoz, 74.70%.

Putting Average
1, Stacy Lewis, 1.743. 2, Inbee Park, 

1.756. 3, Michelle Wie, 1.765. 4, Line Ve-
del, 1.768. 5, Haru Nomura, 1.771. 6, San-
dra Gal, 1.772. 7, Jessica Korda, 1.775. 8, 
Morgan Pressel, 1.775. 9, Anna Nordqvist, 
1.781. 10, Jennifer Kirby, 1.784.

Birdie Average
1, Stacy Lewis, 4.46. 2, Michelle Wie, 

4.02. 3, Shanshan Feng, 3.92. 4, Anna Nor-
dqvist, 3.85. 5, Lexi Thompson, 3.84. 6, Su-
zann Pettersen, 3.83. 7, Inbee Park, 3.82. 
8, Chella Choi, 3.74. 9, So Yeon Ryu, 3.72. 
10, Cristie Kerr, 3.71.

Eagle Average
1 (tie), Gerina Piller, Paula Creamer, 

Michelle Wie and Carlota Ciganda, 0.14. 
5 (tie), Cristie Kerr, Catriona Matthew, 
Karine Icher, Suzann Pettersen, Brittany 
Lang and Chella Choi, 0.12.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Karin Sjodin, 71.43%. 2, Sydnee Mi-

chaels, 60.00%. 3, Katherine Kirk, 58.33%. 
4, Line Vedel, 55.56%. 5, Yani Tseng, 
55.38%. 6, Lorie Kane, 55.26%. 7, Paola 
Moreno, 55.17%. 8, Karrie Webb, 55.00%. 
9, Lizette Salas, 54.55%. 10, Megan 
McChrystal, 52.94%.

Rounds Under Par
1, Michelle Wie, .824. 2, Stacy Lewis, 

.800. 3, Suzann Pettersen, .683. 4, Lexi 
Thompson, .667. 5, So Yeon Ryu, .652. 6, 
Chella Choi, .649. 7, Inbee Park, .644. 8, 
Azahara Munoz, .636. 9, Karrie Webb, 
.628. 10, Lydia Ko, .627.

LPGA Tour money leaders
Through June 22

 Trn Money
 1. Michelle Wie 13 $1,588,465
 2. Stacy Lewis 14 $1,581,227
 3. Lexi Thompson 12 $764,942
 4. Anna Nordqvist 13 $763,784
 5. Inbee Park 12 $761,397
 6. Lydia Ko 13 $686,914
 7. Karrie Webb 11 $648,593
 8. Azahara Munoz 14 $523,479
 9. Chella Choi 15 $511,319
10. Paula Creamer 13 $504,084
11. Jessica Korda 12 $485,632
12. Cristie Kerr 12 $470,617
13. Lizette Salas 12 $470,615
14. So Yeon Ryu 12 $456,402
15. Jenny Shin 13 $439,724
16. Shanshan Feng 10 $410,645
17. Meena Lee 14 $399,632
18. Amy Yang 10 $370,167
19. Catriona Matthew 12 $358,398
20. Na Yeon Choi 13 $355,347
21. Angela Stanford 13 $355,090
22. Pornanong Phatlum 13 $332,625
23. Gerina Piller 14 $295,820
24. Julieta Granada 14 $265,842
25. Se Ri Pak 12 $258,028
26. Karine Icher 13 $248,424
27. Christina Kim 10 $245,331
28. Suzann Pettersen 11 $238,139
29. Eun-Hee Ji 13 $238,052
30. Hee Young Park 15 $234,410
31. Morgan Pressel 14 $205,602
32. Sandra Gal 13 $198,940
33. Yani Tseng 12 $196,019
34. Jennifer Johnson 13 $187,449
35. Brittany Lang 14 $180,822
36. Caroline Masson 15 $175,709
37. Mirim Lee 10 $166,090

38. Haeji Kang 13 $155,931
39. Haru Nomura 12 $153,474
40. Brittany Lincicome 13 $152,008
41. Mina Harigae 13 $149,076
42. Line Vedel 10 $145,604
43. Jodi Ewart Shadoff 12 $135,684
44. Sarah Jane Smith 12 $134,479
45. Belen Mozo 12 $131,583
46. Mi Hyang Lee 12 $128,912
47. P.K. Kongkraphan 13 $122,310  

Champions Tour statistics
Through June 22

Scoring Average (Actual)
1, Bernhard Langer, 68.25. 2, Jay Haas, 

68.59. 3, Colin Montgomerie, 68.93. 4, Fred 
Couples, 68.94. 5, Kirk Triplett, 69.43. 6, 
Michael Allen, 69.60. 7 (tie), Bart Bryant 
and Tom Lehman, 69.90. 9, Kenny Perry, 
69.94. 10, Fred Funk, 69.97.

Driving Distance
1, John Riegger, 292.6. 2, Fred Couples,

291.8. 3, Kenny Perry, 288.1. 4, Duffy Wal-
dorf, 284.2. 5, Sandy Lyle, 281.6. 6, Billy
Andrade, 280.4. 7, Tom Pernice Jr., 279.9. 
8, Marco Dawson, 279.5. 9, Wes Short, Jr.,
279.3. 10, Michael Allen, 278.7.

Driving Accuracy Percentage
1, Jeff Hart, 80.57%. 2, Fred Funk,

80.10%. 3, Tom Watson, 79.12%. 4, Peter
Senior, 78.83%. 5, Olin Browne, 78.57%. 6, 
Bruce Fleisher, 78.02%. 7, Morris Hatal-
sky, 77.92%. 8 (tie), Bob Gilder and Ber-
nhard Langer, 77.55%. 10, Wayne Levi,
77.43%.

Greens in Regulation Percentage
1, Bernhard Langer, 79.76%. 2, Tom

Lehman, 79.33%. 3, Jay Haas, 74.80%. 4, 
Kenny Perry, 74.60%. 5 (tie), Fred Funk 
and Steve Pate, 74.40%. 7, Fred Couples 
, 74.07%. 8, Roger Chapman, 73.66%. 9, 
Duffy Waldorf, 73.61%. 10, Scott Dunlap,
73.33%.

Total Driving
1, Bernhard Langer, 19. 2, Marco

Dawson, 29. 3, Russ Cochran, 35. 4, Tom
Lehman , 37. 5 (tie), John Cook and Roger
Chapman, 47. 7 (tie), John Riegger and 
Tom Watson, 51. 9 (tie), Mark Calcavec-
chia and Scott Dunlap, 52.

Putting Average
1, Jay Haas, 1.706. 2, Colin Montgom-

erie, 1.712. 3, David Frost, 1.714. 4, Fred 
Couples, 1.717. 5, Michael Allen, 1.718.
6, Bernhard Langer, 1.726. 7, Mark Mc-
Nulty, 1.728. 8 (tie), Olin Browne and 
Mark O’Meara, 1.736. 10, Esteban Toledo,
1.739.

Birdie Average
1, Bernhard Langer, 5.09. 2, Fred Cou-

ples, 4.94. 3, Colin Montgomerie, 4.48. 4, 
Jay Haas, 4.38. 5, Michael Allen, 4.34. 6, 
Kirk Triplett, 4.24. 7, Tom Pernice Jr., 4.20. 
8 (tie), Mark Calcavecchia and Kenny
Perry, 4.19. 10, Steve Elkington, 4.16.

Eagles (Holes per)
1, Kirk Triplett, 75.6. 2, Mark O’Meara,

79.7. 3, Tom Pernice Jr., 105.0. 4, Fred 
Couples, 108.0. 5 (tie), Duffy Waldorf and 
Wes Short, Jr., 115.2. 7, Nick Price, 120.0.
8, Bart Bryant, 139.5. 9, 3 tied with 144.0.

Sand Save Percentage
1, Jay Haas, 68.42%. 2, Duffy Waldorf, 

65.79%. 3, Tom Lehman, 65.63%. 4, Chien 
Soon Lu, 63.83%. 5, Brad Faxon, 63.64%. 
6, Tommy Armour III, 62.86%. 7, Willie
Wood, 61.70%. 8, Fred Funk, 61.29%. 9, 
Brian Henninger, 60.61%. 10, Marco Daw-
son, 60.00%.

All-Around Ranking
1, Jay Haas, 79. 2, Bernhard Langer, 80. 

3, Tom Lehman, 92. 4, Colin Montgom-
erie, 134. 5, Fred Couples, 137. 6, Duffy
Waldorf, 145. 7, Kirk Triplett, 148. 8, Bart
Bryant, 156. 9, Fred Funk, 157. 10, Kenny
Perry, 165.

Champions Tour
Charles Schwab Cup leaders

Through June 22
 Points Money
 1. Bernhard Langer 1,552 $1,400,945
 2. Jay Haas 1,312 $1,092,442
 3. Colin Montgomerie 1,283 $936,729
 4. Kenny Perry 910 $708,954
 5. Fred Couples 781 $780,600
 6. Tom Lehman 780 $705,073
 7. Michael Allen 703 $772,850
 8. Tom Watson 646 $379,296
 9. Jeff Sluman 591 $651,525
10. Kirk Triplett 531 $598,339
11. Mark Calcavecchia 530 $455,793
12. Tom Pernice Jr. 465 $629,717
13. Bart Bryant 428 $423,288
14. Duffy Waldorf 415 $530,509
15. Jeff Maggert 392 $368,060
16. Olin Browne 379 $404,692
17. Rocco Mediate 344 $362,648
18. Fred Funk 328 $540,791
19. Joe Durant 297 $198,950
20. David Frost 286 $323,322
21. Miguel Angel Jimenez 270 $270,000
22. Doug Garwood 261 $288,892
23. Steve Pate 250 $413,402
24. Billy Andrade 221 $323,970
25. Russ Cochran 204 $367,938
26. Marco Dawson 200 $138,506
27. Esteban Toledo 175 $306,198
28. Chien Soon Lu 165 $264,945
29. John Cook 158 $151,196
30. Jeff Hart 151 $206,161
31. Mark O’Meara 140 $303,907
32. Steve Elkington 139 $170,737
33. Mark Brooks 136 $159,265
34. Peter Jacobsen 130 $148,381
35. Craig Stadler 103 $118,861
36. Kiyoshi Murota 102 $51,000
37. John Inman 98 $123,615
38. Bill Glasson 96 $226,382
39. Mike Goodes 94 $215,206
40. Brad Bryant 70 $125,818
41. Scott Dunlap 64 $182,997
42. Roger Chapman 56 $261,356
43. Bob Tway 55 $149,265
43. Morris Hatalsky 55 $97,889
43. Don Pooley 55 $61,137
46. Bobby Clampett 53 $119,325
47. Willie Wood 50 $179,840 

Boxing

Fight schedule
June 27

At St. Charles, Mo., Ivan Redkach vs. 
Vitali Tajbert, 10, lightweights.

At Las Vegas, Dominic Wade vs. Nick 
Brinson, 10, middleweights; Errol Spen-
ce vs. Ronald Cruz, 10, welterweights; 
Marcus Browne vs. Yusaf Mack, 10, light 
heavyweights.

June 28
At Punta Cana, Dominican Republic, 

Argenis Lopez vs. Darleys Perez, 12, for 
the interim WBA World lightweight title; 
Carlos Zambrano vs. Daniel Ramirez, 10, 
for the WBA Fedelatin featherweight 
title.

At CenturyLink Center, Omaha, Neb., 
Terence Crawford vs. Yuriorkis Gamboa, 
12, for Crawford’s WBO lightweight title; 
Matt Korobov vs. Jose Uzcategui, 10, 
middleweights.

At Hidalgo, Mexico, Oswaldo Novoa 
vs. Alcides Martinez, 12, for Novoa’s WBC 
minimumweight title.

July 2
At Foxwoods Resort, Mashantucket, 

Conn., Michael Farenas vs. Mark Davis, 
12, super featherweights; Billy Dib vs. Al-
berto Garza, 10, junior lightweights.

July 6
At Grozny, Russia, Ruslan Chagaev vs. 

Fres Oquendo, 12, for the vacant WBA 
heavyweight title.

July 9
At Hard rock Hotel & Casino, Las Ve-

gas, Alfonso Gomez vs. Ed Paredes, 10, 
junior middleweights.

July 10
At Miami, Argenis Mednez vs. Rances 

Barthelemy, 12, for Mendez’s IBF junior 
lightweight title.

July 11
At Little Creek Casino Resort, Shelton, 

Wash., Tureano Johnson vs. Mike Gav-
ronski, 10, for the Continental Americas 
USNBC middleweight title; Art Hovhan-
nisyan vs. Jonathan Maicelo, 10, for the 
WBC International Silver lightweight 
title.

July 12
At MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Erislandy 

Lara vs. Canelo Alvarez, 12, junior mid-
dleweights; Abner Mares vs. Jonathan 
Oquendo, 10, featherweights, Johan Per-
ez vs. Mauricio Herrera, 12, for Perez’s 
interim WBA junior welterweight world 
championship; Juan Manuel Lopez vs. 
Francisco Vargas, 10, for the WBO inter-
national super featherweight title; To-
moki Kameda vs. Pungluang Sor Singyu, 
12, for Kamdea’s WBO bantamweight 
title.

July 18
At Hyogo, Japan, Zolani Tete vs. Teiru 

Kinoshita, 12, for the vacant IBF super 
flyweight title.

July 19
At Macao, Guillermo Rigondeaux vs. 

Sod Kokietgym, 12, for Rigondeaux’s 
WBA Super World-WBO super bantam-
weight titles.

July 25
At Chicago, Roberto Garcia vs. Breidis 

Prescott, 10, welterweights.
July 26

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Gennady Golovkin vs. Daniel Geale, 12, 
for Golovkin’s WBA and IBO middleweight 
titles; Bryant Jennings vs. Mike Perez, 12, 
WBC heavyweight title eliminator.

Aug. 1
At Little Creek Casino Resort, Shelton, 

Wash., Thomas Williams Jr. vs. Gabriel 
Campillo, 12, light heavyweights.

Aug. 2
At Cosmopolitan, Las Vegas, Brandon 

Rios vs. Diego Gabriel Chaves, 12, welter-
weights; Jessie Vargas vs. Anton Novikov, 
12, for Vargas’ WBA World junior welter-
weight title.

Aug. 9
At New York, Shawn Porter vs. Kell 

Brook, 12, for Porter’s IBF welterweight 
title.

AP sportlight
June 26

1910 — For the second consecutive 
year, Hazel Hotchkiss wins the singles, 
doubles and mixed doubles titles at the 
U.S. Lawn Tennis Association champion-
ships.

 1995 — The U.S. Supreme Court up-
holds a random drug-testing program in 
Vernonia, Ore. The 6-to-3 decision allows 
public high school officials to require 
student-athletes to submit to random 
urinalysis as a condition of being al-
lowed to play interscholastic sports.

1998 — Jamaica becomes the first Ca-
ribbean nation to win a World Cup soc-
cer match since Cuba beat Romania in 
1938. Theodore Whitmore scores in the 
40th and 54th minutes as the Jamaicans 
beat Japan 2-1.

2000 — Vince Spadea snaps an ATP-re-
cord 21-match losing streak with a four-
hour upset of 14th-seeded Greg Rused-
ski of Britain, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-7 (8), 9-7 
at Wimbledon. Spadea last won in Lyon, 
France, in October 1999.

2002 — In one of the most extraordi-
nary days at the All England Club, seven-
time champion Pete Sampras, 1992 win-
ner Andre Agassi and No. 2-seeded Marat 
Safin all lose — throwing the Wimbledon 
tournament wide open. For the first time 
in the Open era, five of the top-eight 
seeded men’s players are eliminated be-
fore the third round.

2005 — Birdie Kim holes a 30-yard bun-
ker shot to birdie the 18th hole and win 
the U.S. Women’s Open. The 23-year-old 
South Korean finishes at 3-over 287 for 
a two-shot win over 17-year-old Morgan 
Pressel and 19-year-old Brittany Lang. 

Auto racing

NASCAR Sprint Cup
points leaders

Through June 22
 1. Jeff Gordon ..............................................580
 2. Jimmie Johnson ......................................560
 3. Dale Earnhardt Jr. ...................................555
 4. Matt Kenseth ..........................................515
 5. Brad Keselowski .....................................512
 6. Carl Edwards ...........................................509
 7. Joey Logano ............................................483
 8. Ryan Newman .........................................473
 9. Kevin Harvick ..........................................472
10. Kyle Larson .............................................470
11. Kyle Busch ...............................................465
12. Paul Menard ............................................459
13. Denny Hamlin .........................................453
14. Clint Bowyer ...........................................452
15. Greg Biffle ...............................................444
16. Kasey Kahne ...........................................429
17. Tony Stewart ..........................................427
18. Austin Dillon ............................................427
19. Jamie McMurray .....................................425
20. Brian Vickers...........................................424
21. Marcos Ambrose ....................................407 
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 44 35 .557 —
Baltimore 40 36 .526  2½
New York 39 37 .513  3½
Boston 35 43 .449  8½
Tampa Bay 31 48 .392 13

Central Division
Detroit 41 32 .562 —
Kansas City 40 37 .519  3
Cleveland 37 40 .481  6
Minnesota 36 39 .480  6
Chicago 36 42 .462  7½

West Division
Oakland 47 30 .610 —
Los Angeles 42 33 .560  4
Seattle 42 36 .538  5½
Texas 35 41 .461 11½
Houston 33 45 .423 14½

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 41 35 .539 —
Atlanta 39 37 .513  2
Miami 38 39 .494  3½
New York 36 41 .468  5½
Philadelphia 35 41 .461  6

Central Division
Milwaukee 47 32 .595 —
St. Louis 42 36 .538  4½
Pittsburgh 39 38 .506  7
Cincinnati 38 38 .500  7½
Chicago 32 43 .427 13

West Division
San Francisco 45 32 .584 —
Los Angeles 43 36 .544  3
Colorado 35 42 .455 10
San Diego 34 44 .436 11½
Arizona 33 47 .413 13½

 Tuesday’s games
Chicago White Sox 4, Baltimore 2
Toronto 7, N.Y. Yankees 6
Detroit 8, Texas 2
L.A. Angels 8, Minnesota 6
Seattle 8, Boston 2
Philadelphia 7, Miami 4
N.Y. Mets 10, Oakland 1
Pittsburgh 6, Tampa Bay 5
Chicago Cubs 7, Cincinnati 3
Atlanta 3, Houston 2
L.A. Dodgers 2, Kansas City 0
Washington 4, Milwaukee 2, 16 in-

nings
Colorado 10, St. Louis 5
Arizona 9, Cleveland 8, 14 innings
San Diego 7, San Francisco 2

Wednesday’s games
Chicago White Sox at Baltimore
N.Y. Yankees at Toronto
Detroit at Texas
Minnesota at L.A. Angels
Boston at Seattle
Pittsburgh at Tampa Bay
Washington at Milwaukee
St. Louis at Colorado
San Diego at San Francisco
Cincinnati at Chicago Cubs
Miami at Philadelphia
Oakland at N.Y. Mets
Atlanta at Houston
L.A. Dodgers at Kansas City
Cleveland at Arizona

Thursday’s games
Minnesota (Nolasco 4-5) at L.A. Angels 

(Weaver 7-6)
Chicago White Sox (Carroll 2-3) at To-

ronto (Happ 6-4)
Detroit (Porcello 9-4) at Texas 

(N.Martinez 1-4)
Atlanta (Minor 2-4) at Houston (Cosart 

7-5), 2:10 p.m.
Miami (Koehler 5-6) at Philadelphia 

(Hamels 2-4), 7:05 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Matsuzaka 3-1) at Pitts-

burgh (Worley 1-0), 7:05 p.m.
Washington (Fister 6-2) at Chicago 

Cubs (T.Wood 7-6), 8:05 p.m.
Colorado (Friedrich 0-1) at Milwaukee 

(W.Peralta 8-5), 8:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Wainwright 10-3) at L.A. 

Dodgers (Beckett 5-4), 10:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (Leake 5-6) at San Francis-

co (Vogelsong 5-3)

Tuesday
Phillies 7, Marlins 4 

Miami     Philadelphia
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Mrsnck cf 4 0 0 0 Rollins ss 2 1 2 0
Dietrch 2b 4 1 0 0 Ruiz c 4 0 0 0
Stanton rf 5 0 3 0 Utley 2b 3 1 1 0
McGeh 3b 4 0 1 1 Howard 1b 4 1 1 0
Sltlmch c 2 1 2 0 Byrd rf 4 2 1 2
Ozuna lf 4 1 1 0 Asche 3b 4 1 1 2
GJones 1b 4 1 2 2 Mayrry lf 3 0 0 0
Lucas ss 4 0 1 0 Revere cf 4 1 1 0
Heaney p 3 0 0 0 DBchn p 1 0 0 0
Morris p 0 0 0 0 RCeden ph 1 0 0 0
Hatchr p 0 0 0 0 Hollnds p 0 0 0 0
Bour ph 0 0 0 0 DBrwn ph 1 0 0 0
RJhnsn ph 1 0 0 0 Giles p 0 0 0 0
ARams p 0 0 0 0 Rosnrg p 0 0 0 0
     Diekmn p 0 0 0 0
     GwynJ ph 1 0 0 0
     Papeln p 0 0 0 0
Totals 35 4 10 3 Totals 32 7 7 4
Miami 010 010 020—4
Philadelphia 310 003 00x—7

E—Saltalamacchia (9), Dietrich (9), 
Utley (6). DP—Miami 1. LOB—Miami 9, 
Philadelphia 5. 2B—Stanton 2 (20), How-
ard (9), Asche (11). 3B—Revere (4). HR—
G.Jones (10), Byrd (13). SB—Rollins 2 (13), 
Utley (2). SF—McGehee.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Miami
Heaney L,0-2 5 4 5 5 2 5
Morris 1 2 2 0 0 2
Hatcher 1 1 0 0 0 0
A.Ramos 1 0 0 0 1 0
Philadelphia
D.Buchanan W,4-3 5 6 2 2 4 2
Hollands H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1
Giles 1 0 0 0 0 2
Rosenberg  2⁄3 3 2 2 0 0
Diekman H,11  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Papelbon S,18-20 1 1 0 0 0 0

Heaney pitched to 1 batter in the 6th. 
HBP—by Heaney (Rollins). WP—Heaney 
2, Morris 2. T—3:15. A—24,860 (43,651).

Diamondbacks 9, Indians 8 (14)
Cleveland     Arizona
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Bourn cf 7 0 1 0 Inciart cf 7 2 4 2
ACarer ss 6 1 0 0 GParra rf 7 2 5 0
Brantly lf 5 2 1 0 Gldsch 1b 7 0 1 1
CSantn 1b 5 2 4 2 MMntr c 6 0 2 2
Kipnis 2b 7 1 3 0 Hill 2b 8 0 2 2
YGoms c 6 1 3 3 Prado 3b 5 1 1 0
Chsnhll 3b 7 1 2 2 DPerlt lf 6 2 2 1
Raburn rf 2 0 0 1 Gregrs ss 5 1 1 1
Crocktt p 0 0 0 0 Miley p 1 1 0 0
Pestan p 0 0 0 0 Thtchr p 0 0 0 0
Rzpczy p 0 0 0 0 C.Ross ph 1 0 0 0
Swisher ph 1 0 0 0 OPerez p 0 0 0 0
Atchisn p 0 0 0 0 EMrshl p 0 0 0 0
Allen p 0 0 0 0 Kschnc ph 1 0 0 0
Aviles ph 1 0 0 0 Ziegler p 0 0 0 0
Shaw p 0 0 0 0 A.Reed p 0 0 0 0
Axford p 0 0 0 0 Owings ph 1 0 0 0
Kottars ph 0 0 0 0 Delgad p 0 0 0 0
Carrsc p 0 0 0 0 Gswsch ph 1 0 1 0
Kluber ph 1 0 0 0 Stites p 0 0 0 0
Lowe p 0 0 0 0 Pachec ph 1 0 0 0
Mstrsn p 2 0 0 0 Cllmntr p 0 0 0 0
DvMrp rf 2 0 0 0 
Totals 52 8 14 8 Totals 57 9 19 9
Cleveland 041 000 001 020 00—8
Arizona 110 211 000 020 01—9

One out when winning run scored. E—
D.Peralta (2), Gregorius (2). DP—Cleve-
land 1, Arizona 1. LOB—Cleveland 12, Ari-
zona 19. 2B—C.Santana (10), Chisenhall 
(19), G.Parra (14), M.Montero (12). 3B—
Kipnis (1), Chisenhall (1). HR—C.Santana 
(12), D.Peralta (2). SB—A.Cabrera (6), 
G.Parra (5). S—Dav.Murphy, Gregorius. 
SF—Y.Gomes, Raburn.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cleveland
Masterson 4 7 5 5 4 6
Crockett 11⁄3 3 1 1 0 0
Pestano  1⁄3 1 0 0 0 1
Rzepczynski 11⁄3 2 0 0 1 0
Atchison 1 1 0 0 0 0
Allen 1 0 0 0 0 2
Shaw 11⁄3 2 2 2 2 1
Axford BS,3-12  2⁄3 1 0 0 1 2
Carrasco 2 0 0 0 0 0
Lowe L,0-1  1⁄3 2 1 1 1 0
Arizona
Miley 4 8 5 4 2 3
Thatcher 1 0 0 0 0 1
O.Perez 12⁄3 1 0 0 0 4
E.Marshall H,9  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Ziegler H,18 1 0 0 0 1 1
A.Reed BS,3-20 1 1 1 1 2 2
Delgado 2 1 2 2 1 4
Stites 2 2 0 0 1 2
Collmenter W,6-4 1 1 0 0 0 0

Miley pitched to 3 batters in the 5th. 
Masterson pitched to 1 batter in the 5th. 
HBP—by Masterson (Prado). WP—Lowe. 
T—5:32. A—20,945 (48,633).

White Sox 4, Orioles 2 
Chicago     Baltimore
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Eaton cf 3 0 1 0 Markks rf 4 0 0 0
GBckh 2b 5 1 1 1 Pearce lf 3 1 2 1
Gillaspi 3b 5 0 2 0 A.Jones cf 4 0 2 0
JAreu 1b 4 0 1 0 N.Cruz dh 4 0 1 0
A.Dunn dh 3 0 0 0 C.Davis 1b 3 0 1 0
AlRmrz ss 4 2 2 0 JHardy ss 4 1 0 0
Viciedo rf 4 1 1 0 Machd 3b 3 0 2 0
Sierra rf 0 0 0 0 Schoop 2b 3 0 0 0
De Aza lf 3 0 2 2 DYong ph 1 0 1 1
Flowrs c 4 0 1 1 Lough pr 0 0 0 0
     CJosph c 2 0 0 0
     Flahrty ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 35 4 11 4 Totals 32 2 9 2
Chicago 110 100 010—4
Baltimore 000 001 001—2

E—C.Joseph (1). DP—Chicago 4, Bal-
timore 3. LOB—Chicago 8, Baltimore 
7. 2B—Gillaspie (19), Al.Ramirez (12), 
A.Jones (15). HR—G.Beckham (7), Pearce 
(7). SB—Al.Ramirez (13), De Aza (11). 
CS—De Aza (5).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago
Quintana W,4-7 7 6 1 1 3 8
Petricka H,7 1 0 0 0 1 0
S.Downs 0 1 1 1 0 0
Belisario S,8-12 1 2 0 0 0 0
Baltimore
M.Gonzalez L,4-5 5 9 3 3 3 1
McFarland 2 1 0 0 0 1
Tom.Hunter 1 1 1 0 0 0
Z.Britton 1 0 0 0 0 1

S.Downs pitched to 1 batter in the 9th. 
HBP—by McFarland (De Aza). WP—Quin-
tana. PB—C.Joseph. T—3:09. A—20,596 
(45,971).

Blue Jays 7, Yankees 6 
New York     Toronto
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Gardnr lf 5 1 2 0 Reyes ss 5 2 2 0
Jeter ss 4 2 1 1 MeCarr lf 4 0 0 0
Ellsury cf 5 1 2 1 Lind dh 3 1 1 0
Teixeir 1b 5 0 0 0 Encrnc 1b 3 2 2 0
ASorin rf 4 0 1 0 ClRsms cf 4 0 1 2
Beltran dh 4 0 0 0 DNavrr c 4 1 3 3
McCnn c 4 1 2 0 JFrncs 3b 2 0 0 0
BRorts 2b 4 1 2 2 StTllsn ph-3b 1 0 0 0
Solarte 3b 4 0 1 0 Pillar rf 3 0 0 0
     Gose ph-rf 1 0 0 0
     Kawsk 2b 3 1 1 0
Totals 39 6 11 4 Totals 33 7 10 5
New York 000 001 500—6
Toronto 000 330 001—7

No outs when winning run scored. 
E—Solarte (7), Reyes 2 (9), Me.Cabrera 
(1). DP—New York 1, Toronto 1. LOB—
New York 7, Toronto 7. 2B—Gardner (9), 
McCann (8), B.Roberts (10), Reyes (15). 
HR—Jeter (2), B.Roberts (3), D.Navarro 
(4). S—Me.Cabrera.
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Phelps 5 8 6 6 1 7
Thornton 1 0 0 0 0 1
Betances 2 1 0 0 2 2
Warren L,1-4 0 1 1 0 0 0
Toronto
Buehrle 62⁄3 8 4 4 0 3
McGowan BS,1-2 0 2 2 0 1 0
Loup 11⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Janssen W,2-0 1 1 0 0 0 1

McGowan pitched to 4 batters in the 
7th. Warren pitched to 2 batters in the 
9th. HBP—by Phelps (Kawasaki). T—3:05. 
A—34,206 (49,282).

Mets 10, Athletics 1 
Oakland     New York
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Crisp cf 3 0 1 0 EYong lf 5 1 2 0
Sogard 2b 1 0 0 0 DnMrp 2b 4 1 2 1
Dnldsn 3b 4 0 0 0 DWrght 3b 4 1 1 1
Moss 1b-lf 4 1 1 0 Campll 1b 4 1 1 0
Cespds lf-cf 4 0 2 1 Grndrs rf 4 1 1 3
Vogt c 3 0 0 0 CYoung cf 3 3 2 2
Francis p 1 0 0 0 dArnad c 4 1 1 3
Lowrie ss 2 0 0 0 Tejada ss 3 1 1 0
JiJhnsn p 0 0 0 0 Colon p 2 0 1 0
Jaso c 1 0 0 0 Flores ph 1 0 0 0
Reddck rf 2 0 0 0 Black p 0 0 0 0
Callasp 2b-1b 3 0 0 0 
Kazmir p 1 0 0 0 
Punto ss 2 0 0 0 
Totals 31 1 4 1 Totals 34 10 12 10
Oakland 100 000 000— 1
New York 034 012 00x—10

LOB—Oakland 4, New York 3. 2B—Ces-
pedes (20), D.Wright (19), Campbell (5). 
HR—Granderson (10), C.Young 2 (6), 
d’Arnaud (4). CS—E.Young (2). S—Colon.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland
Kazmir L,9-3 3 8 7 7 1 4
Ji.Johnson 2 2 1 1 0 1
Francis 3 2 2 2 0 3
New York
Colon W,8-5 8 4 1 1 1 8
Black 1 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Francis (Tejada). T—2:24. A—
25,751 (41,922).

Pirates 6, Rays 5 
Pittsburgh     Tampa Bay
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Polanc rf 2 1 1 0 DJnngs cf 4 1 2 0
SMarte lf 3 1 1 1 Zobrist rf-ss 5 0 0 0
Snider lf 1 0 0 0 Guyer lf 5 1 2 2
AMcCt cf 4 0 1 2 Longori 3b 4 1 1 2
NWalkr 2b 3 0 0 1 Loney 1b 4 0 2 0
RMartn c 4 1 2 1 YEscor ss 3 0 0 0
I.Davis 1b 4 1 1 0 Kiermr ph-rf 1 0 0 0
JHrrsn 3b 4 0 1 1 SRdrgz 2b 3 0 0 0
PAlvrz dh 3 1 0 0 Forsyth dh 4 2 3 0
Mercer ss 4 1 1 0 JMolin c 3 0 2 1
     Joyce ph 1 0 0 0
Totals 32 6 8 6 Totals 37 5 12 5
Pittsburgh 103 001 010—6
Tampa Bay 000 010 022—5

E—J.Molina (2). DP—Pittsburgh 2. 
LOB—Pittsburgh 3, Tampa Bay 8. 2B—
I.Davis (10), Guyer (4), J.Molina (1). 3B—
Forsythe (1). HR—R.Martin (4), Longoria 
(10). SB—Polanco (3). CS—S.Marte (6). 
S—Polanco. SF—N.Walker.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh
Locke W,1-1 71⁄3 8 3 3 2 4
J.Hughes 0 1 0 0 0 0
Watson H,20  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Melancon S,13-16 1 3 2 2 0 0
Tampa Bay
Archer L,4-5 7 7 5 4 2 7
Boxberger 1 1 1 1 0 2
Oviedo 1 0 0 0 0 1

J.Hughes pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th. HBP—by Locke (S.Rodriguez). WP—
Melancon, Archer. T—3:03. A—14,684 
(31,042).

Dodgers 2, Royals 0 
Los Angeles     Kansas City
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
JuTrnr 3b 3 1 1 0 L.Cain cf 4 0 0 0
Kemp lf 3 0 0 0 Hosmer 1b 4 0 2 0
Puig dh 4 0 1 0 BButler dh 4 0 1 0
AdGnzl 1b 3 1 1 1 AGordn lf 3 0 0 0
VnSlyk cf-rf 4 0 0 0 S.Perez c 4 0 0 0
A.Ellis c 3 0 2 0 Infante 2b 4 0 1 0
Romak rf 3 0 0 0 Valenci 3b 3 0 2 0
Ethier ph-cf 1 0 1 1 Maxwll rf 3 0 0 0
Triunfl ss 3 0 0 0 AEscor ss 3 0 0 0
DGordn ph-2b 1 0 0 0 
Rojas 2b-ss 3 0 0 0 
Totals 31 2 6 2 Totals 32 0 6 0
Los Angeles 100 000 001—2
Kansas City 000 000 000—0

DP—Los Angeles 1, Kansas City 1. 
LOB—Los Angeles 7, Kansas City 6. 3B—
Ju.Turner (1). CS—Ad.Gonzalez (1).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Kershaw W,8-2 8 6 0 0 1 8
Jansen S,23-26 1 0 0 0 0 2
Kansas City
Duffy L,4-7 6 4 1 1 4 5
Crow 1 0 0 0 0 0
K.Herrera 11⁄3 2 1 1 1 2
Mariot  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1

WP—Kershaw, Duffy. T—3:02. A—
28,302 (37,903).

Braves 3, Astros 2 
Atlanta     Houston
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BUpton cf 4 1 1 1 Fowler cf 4 0 0 0
LaStell 2b 4 0 0 0 Altuve 2b 5 0 2 0
R.Pena 2b 0 0 0 0 Springr rf 5 1 1 1
FFrmn 1b 3 0 0 0 Singltn 1b 4 0 0 0
Gattis dh 4 0 0 0 MDmn 3b 3 0 0 0
Heywrd rf 4 1 1 0 MGnzlz pr-3b 0 0 0 0
J.Upton lf 4 1 1 1 JCastro c 4 1 2 0
CJhnsn 3b 4 0 2 1 Carter dh 3 0 2 0
ASmns ss 3 0 1 0 Presley pr-dh 0 0 0 0
Laird c 3 0 0 0 Grssmn lf 4 0 0 0
     Villar ss 3 0 1 1
Totals 33 3 6 3 Totals 35 2 8 2
Atlanta 011 100 000—3
Houston 100 100 000—2

E—R.Pena (4). DP—Atlanta 1. LOB—
Atlanta 4, Houston 10. 2B—C.Johnson 
(15). 3B—Heyward (2). HR—B.Upton (7), 
J.Upton (15), Springer (14). SB—Altuve 
(27), Presley (3).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Atlanta
Harang W,6-6 6 6 2 2 2 5
Varvaro H,7 1 1 0 0 1 2
J.Walden H,6 1 1 0 0 1 2
Kimbrel S,22-26 1 0 0 0 0 1
Houston
Feldman L,3-5 6 4 3 3 1 5
Zeid 1 2 0 0 0 0
Sipp 11⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Qualls  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1

T—3:06. A—18,912 (42,060).

Cubs 7, Reds 3 
Cincinnati     Chicago
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
BHmltn cf 4 1 1 0 Coghln lf 4 0 0 0
Frazier 3b 4 0 0 0 Lake cf 3 2 1 0
Votto 1b 4 0 0 0 Rizzo 1b 4 2 3 1
Mesorc c 4 2 2 2 SCastro ss 2 1 0 1
Bruce rf 4 0 1 1 Schrhlt rf 3 1 1 2
Ludwck lf 4 0 0 0 Castillo c 3 0 1 2
Schmkr 2b 3 0 1 0 Olt 3b 4 0 0 0
Cozart ss 3 0 0 0 Barney 2b 3 0 0 0
Bailey p 2 0 0 0 Arrieta p 1 1 0 0
Hoover p 0 0 0 0 Sweeny ph 1 0 0 0
Ju.Diaz p 0 0 0 0 Wrght p 0 0 0 0
B.Pena ph 0 0 0 0 Grimm p 0 0 0 0
Leake pr 0 0 0 0 Russell p 0 0 0 0
LeCure p 0 0 0 0 Schlittr p 0 0 0 0
     NRmrz p 0 0 0 0
Totals 32 3 5 3 Totals 28 7 6 6
Cincinnati 000 000 201—3
Chicago 000 112 03x—7

E—Votto (5). LOB—Cincinnati 3, Chi-
cago 3. 2B—Bruce (13), Rizzo (12), Cas-
tillo (9). HR—Mesoraco (14), Rizzo (17). 
SF—Schierholtz, Castillo.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati
Bailey L,7-4 51⁄3 4 4 4 2 6
Hoover  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Ju.Diaz 1 0 0 0 0 2
LeCure 1 2 3 1 1 2
Chicago
Arrieta W,4-1 7 3 2 2 0 9
W.Wright 0 1 0 0 0 0
Grimm H,6  1⁄3 0 0 0 1 0
Russell H,3  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Schlitter H,10  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
N.Ramirez 1 1 1 1 0 2

W.Wright pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th. HBP—by Bailey (S.Castro). T—3:00. 
A—28,226 (41,072).

Nationals 4, Brewers 2 (16)
Washington     Milwaukee
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Span cf 6 1 1 0 Gennett 2b 6 0 1 0
Rendon 3b 7 1 3 1 Braun rf 6 0 2 2
Werth rf 7 0 0 1 Lucroy c 4 0 1 0
LaRoch 1b 6 1 2 0 CGomz cf 6 0 0 0
Zmrmn lf 7 1 3 2 ArRmr 3b 5 0 1 0
Dsmnd ss 7 0 2 0 Grzlny p 0 0 0 0
Espinos 2b 7 0 0 0 Fiers p 1 0 0 0
Loaton c 6 0 0 0 Maldnd ph 1 0 0 0
Zmrmn p 2 0 0 0 KDavis lf 7 0 1 0
McLoth ph 1 0 0 0 MrRynl 1b 3 1 1 0
Blevins p 0 0 0 0 Duke p 0 0 0 0
Barrett p 0 0 0 0 EHerrr 3b 3 0 1 0
Stmmn p 0 0 0 0 Segura ss 6 1 1 0
Hairstn ph 1 0 0 0 Gallard p 1 0 0 0
Detwilr p 1 0 0 0 Wooten p 0 0 0 0
Storen p 0 0 0 0 RWeks ph 0 0 0 0
Dobbs ph 1 0 0 0 WSmith p 0 0 0 0
Clipprd p 0 0 0 0 FrRdrg p 0 0 0 0
RSorin p 0 0 0 0 Overay 1b 3 0 1 0
Totals 59 4 11 4 Totals 52 2 10 2
Washington 100 000 010 000 000 2—4
Milwaukee 000 020 000 000 000 0—2

E—Desmond (14). DP—Washington 3. 
LOB—Washington 9, Milwaukee 11. 2B—
Ar.Ramirez (10). HR—Rendon (12), Zim-
merman (3). SB—Span (13), Rendon (6), 
Desmond (7). CS—Braun (3). S—Gennett, 
Gallardo.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Washington
Zimmermann 6 6 2 2 2 9
Blevins 1 0 0 0 2 0
Barrett 1 0 0 0 1 1
Stammen 1 0 0 0 0 2
Detwiler 4 2 0 0 1 2
Storen 1 1 0 0 0 0
Clippard W,5-2 1 1 0 0 1 0
R.Soriano S,18-20 1 0 0 0 0 1
Milwaukee
Gallardo 6 4 1 1 2 5
Wooten H,9 1 0 0 0 0 2
W.Smith BS,4-5 1 2 1 1 0 0
Fr.Rodriguez 1 0 0 0 0 2
Duke 2 1 0 0 0 2
Gorzelanny 1 0 0 0 0 1
Fiers L,0-1 4 4 2 2 0 4

T—5:22. A—30,149 (41,900).

Rockies 10, Cardinals 5 
St. Louis     Colorado
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
MCrpnt 3b 4 0 0 1 Blckmn cf 5 2 3 1
Hollidy lf 5 1 2 0 Dickrsn lf 4 2 2 0
Craig rf 5 0 2 1 Tlwtzk ss 3 2 1 0
MAdms 1b 4 1 1 0 Mornea 1b 5 2 3 6
JhPerlt ss 3 1 1 2 Rosario c 5 0 2 0
Bourjos cf 4 1 2 0 RWhelr 3b 4 0 2 2
M.Ellis 2b 4 0 2 0 Brothrs p 0 0 0 0
T.Cruz c 3 1 0 1 Ottavin p 0 0 0 0
YMolin ph-c 1 0 1 0 Stubbs ph 1 1 1 1
SMiller p 0 0 0 0 Hwkns p 0 0 0 0
Grenwd p 1 0 0 0 Barnes rf 5 0 0 0
Maness p 0 0 0 0 LeMahi 2b 4 1 3 0
Roinsn ph 1 0 0 0 JDLRs p 2 0 0 0
SFrmn p 0 0 0 0 Culersn ph-3b 2 0 0 0
Jay ph 1 0 0 0 
Motte p 0 0 0 0 
Choate p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 36 5 11 5 Totals 40 10 17 10
St. Louis 001 310 000— 5
Colorado 300 300 22x—10

E—J.De La Rosa (2). DP—Colorado 1. 
LOB—St. Louis 7, Colorado 13. 2B—Hol-
liday (20), Rosario (13), LeMahieu (8). 
HR—Jh.Peralta (11), Morneau (13), 
Stubbs (5). SB—Blackmon (15), LeMa-
hieu (7). CS—Dickerson (3). S—S.Miller. 
SF—M.Carpenter.
 IP H R ER BB SO
St. Louis
S.Miller 22⁄3 6 3 3 5 2
Greenwood L,1-1 12⁄3 5 3 3 1 0
Maness 12⁄3 0 0 0 0 2
S.Freeman 1 3 2 2 0 0
Motte  2⁄3 3 2 2 0 1
Choate  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
Colorado
J.De La Rosa W,7-6 7 9 5 4 0 3
Brothers H,10  2⁄3 1 0 0 1 1
Ottavino H,12  1⁄3 1 0 0 0 1
Hawkins 1 0 0 0 0 0

HBP—by S.Freeman (Blackmon). T—
3:55. A—34,554 (50,480).

Mariners 8, Red Sox 2 
Boston     Seattle
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Holt rf 5 1 2 2 EnChvz rf 5 1 3 1
Pedroia 2b 4 0 0 0 J.Jones cf 3 2 0 0
D.Ortiz dh 3 0 0 0 Cano 2b 4 1 1 0
Napoli 1b 4 0 2 0 Seager 3b 4 1 2 4
Nava lf 3 0 1 0 Morrsn 1b 3 0 1 1
Przyns c 4 0 0 0 Zunino c 4 2 2 1
Bogarts 3b 4 0 1 0 Ackley lf 4 0 0 0
Drew ss 3 0 0 0 BMiller ss 3 1 1 1
JHerrr ph-ss 1 0 0 0 Buck dh 4 0 0 0
BrdlyJr cf 4 1 2 0 
Totals 35 2 8 2 Totals 34 8 10 8
Boston 000 200 000—2
Seattle 210 040 01x—8

E—Drew (1). LOB—Boston 12, Seattle 5. 
2B—Holt (13), Seager (19). 3B—En.Chavez
(2). HR—Holt (2), Seager (11), Zunino (10). 
SB—J.Jones 2 (14). SF—Morrison.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Boston
Peavy L,1-6 5 8 7 7 2 3
Doubront 2 0 0 0 0 1
Mujica 1 2 1 0 0 2
Seattle
E.Ramirez 41⁄3 5 2 2 5 2
Beimel W,2-1 11⁄3 1 0 0 0 1
Farquhar  2⁄3 1 0 0 1 1
Furbush 11⁄3 1 0 0 0 2
Medina 11⁄3 0 0 0 0 1

PB—Pierzynski. T—3:14. A—20,015
(47,476).

Padres 7, Giants 2 
San Diego     San Francisco
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Venale rf 4 0 0 2 Blanco cf 4 1 1 0
ECarer ss 5 0 1 0 Pence rf 4 0 0 0
S.Smith lf 4 0 2 0 Posey c 4 0 1 1
Headly 3b 4 1 1 0 Sandovl 3b 4 1 1 0
Grandl c 4 1 1 0 Morse 1b 4 0 1 0
Goeert 1b 2 2 1 0 Colvin lf 4 0 0 1
Medica ph-1b 1 1 1 1 BCrwfr ss 3 0 1 0
Maybin cf 4 2 2 1 Panik 2b 2 0 0 0
Amarst 2b 4 0 3 3 THudsn p 2 0 0 0
Boyer p 0 0 0 0 Affeldt p 0 0 0 0
Hahn p 3 0 0 0 B.Hicks ph 1 0 0 0
ATorrs p 0 0 0 0 J.Lopez p 0 0 0 0
Thayer p 0 0 0 0 Petit p 0 0 0 0
Petersn 2b 1 0 0 0 
Totals 36 7 12 7 Totals 32 2 5 2
San Diego 001 023 010—7
San Francisco 000 011 000—2

E—Panik 2 (2). DP—San Francisco 3. 
LOB—San Diego 6, San Francisco 4. 2B—
Amarista (6), Posey (9). HR—Medica (4). 
SF—Venable.
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Diego
Hahn W,3-1 6 4 2 2 1 8
A.Torres  2⁄3 1 0 0 0 1
Thayer  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
Boyer 2 0 0 0 0 1
San Francisco
T.Hudson L,7-4 52⁄3 9 6 4 2 4
Affeldt 11⁄3 0 0 0 0 0
J.Lopez 1 1 1 1 0 1
Petit 1 2 0 0 0 1

HBP—by T.Hudson (Goebbert). T—2:56. 
A—41,546 (41,915).

Angels 8, Twins 6 
Minnesota     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DSantn ss 5 1 2 1 Calhon rf 3 2 1 1
Dozier 2b 4 1 3 1 Trout cf 2 2 1 2
Mauer 1b 5 0 1 0 Pujols 1b 4 1 0 0
Wlngh lf 3 1 1 1 JHmltn lf 4 1 2 2
KMorls dh 3 1 1 2 Aybar ss 3 1 0 0
KSuzuk c 4 0 0 0 HKndrc 2b 4 1 2 2
Parmel rf 4 0 1 0 Cron dh 3 0 1 0
EEscor 3b 4 1 0 0 Freese 3b 3 0 1 0
Fuld cf 4 1 2 1 JMcDnl pr-3b 0 0 0 0
     Conger c 3 0 0 0
     Green ph 1 0 0 0
     Iannett c 0 0 0 0
Totals 36 6 11 6 Totals 30 8 8 7
Minnesota 050 010 000—6
Los Angeles 520 000 01x—8

E—C.Wilson (1). DP—Minnesota 2, 
Los Angeles 1. LOB—Minnesota 6, Los
Angeles 5. 2B—D.Santana 2 (9), Mauer 
(14). HR—Willingham (7), K.Morales (1),
Trout (17). SB—Fuld (7), Trout (10). SF—
K.Morales, Calhoun.
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
Gibson L,6-6 2 4 7 7 2 1
Deduno 4 1 0 0 2 4
Guerrier 1 3 1 1 0 0
Thielbar 1 0 0 0 0 0
Los Angeles
C.Wilson W,8-6 5 9 6 6 0 4
Morin H,2 1 0 0 0 0 1
Jepsen H,5 1 1 0 0 2 1
Frieri H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1
J.Smith S,6-10 1 1 0 0 0 1

Guerrier pitched to 3 batters in the 
8th. HBP—by Guerrier (Freese), by Gib-
son (Aybar). T—2:59. A—37,086 (45,483).

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 25

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

Atlanta second baseman Ramiro 
Pena throws to first after making 
an error during Tuesday’s game 
against Houston in Houston.
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Clayton 
Kershaw was asked to assess his 
performance against the Kansas 
City Royals on Tuesday night, 
and the Dodgers ace bemoaned 
the fact that he didn’t have com-
mand of his fastball.

Maybe if he did, he’d have 
tossed another no-hitter.

Kershaw still managed to fol-
low his first career no-no by 
going eight marvelous innings, 
and Adrian Gonzalez and Andre 
Ethier drove in a run apiece as 
the Dodgers scraped out a 2-0 
victory.

“It definitely wasn’t easy to-
night,” Kershaw said.

It only looked that way.
“All night he felt like he was 

fighting it,” Dodgers manager Don 
Mattingly explained. “His fastball 
command wasn’t where he wanted 
it, but typical Clayton.”

Kershaw (8-2) allowed six hits 
and a walk while striking out 
eight. The two-time Cy Young 
winner hasn’t allowed a run in 
21 1/3 innings, spanning his near-
perfect game against Colorado 

on Wednesday — the only runner 
occurred on an error — and his 
previous start against Arizona.

Kenley Jansen pitched a per-
fect ninth for his 23rd save.

Danny Duffy (4-7) dueled ad-
mirably with Kershaw for six 
innings, allowing one run on 
four hits and four walks. But 
the left-hander was done in by a 
high pitch count, needing a sea-
son-high 105, and was eventually 
lifted to protect his surgically re-
paired shoulder.

Eric Hosmer had a pair of hits 
for the Royals, the first with one 
out in the first inning to end any 
thought of Kershaw tossing con-
secutive no-hitters. Otherwise, 
their offense was sporadic, unable 
to string together enough runners 
to pose much of a threat.

“He’s as good as advertised, 
that’s for sure, every bit of it,” 
Hosmer said. “He’s definitely got 
his game plan, which he sticks to 
the whole time. He’s got four well-
above average pitches. The main 
thing about him is he gets ahead 
and attacks you early. That’s a 
guy you don’t want to get behind 
on with great off-speed and a fast-
ball that he can hump to 95, 96. 
Luckily, that’s the last time we 
face him.” 

Showcasing his mid-90s fast-
ball, power curveball and dev-
astating slider, Kershaw at one 
point retired eight straight. And 
even when he ran into trouble, he 

slipped right out of it.
Kershaw induced a double 

play after Hosmer’s single in the 
first. He rallied from a 3-0 count 
to Alex Gordon to strike him out 
with a runner aboard in the sixth. 
In the seventh, he got Justin 
Maxwell and Alcides Escobar on 
groundouts to leave a pair of run-
ners on base.

“That’s the best slider we’ve 
seen all year long,” Royals man-
ager Ned Yost said. “That thing 
had teeth with a bite.” 

Nationals 4, Brewers 2:  Ryan 
Zimmerman’s two-run home run 
in the 16th inning lifted visiting 
Washington over Milwaukee.

Zimmerman hit a 2-0 pitch off 
Mike Fiers (0-1) over the wall in 
left field to score Adam LaRoche 
for the Nationals fourth consecu-
tive win.

 Diamondbacks 9, Indians 8 
(14): Aaron Hill singled in Ge-
rardo Parra from third in the 
14th inning to lift host Arizona 
just past midnight in a game that 
matched the longest in Chase 
Field history.

Parra tied his career high with 
five hits in a game that saw Cleve-
land tie it with a run in the ninth 
and both teams score two in the 
11th.

At 5 hours, 32 minutes, the 
game matched the Diamond-
backs’ 10-9 win against St. Louis 
on April 3, 2013.

Pirates 6, Rays 5: Andrew 

McCutchen drove in two runs, 
Jeff Locke pitched into the eighth 
inning, and host Pittsburgh beat 
Tampa Bay.

The Pirates have the NL’s best 
record (27-18) since May 6, and 
moved above .500 (39-38) for the 
first time since starting the sea-
son 7-6.

 Blue Jays 7, Yankees 6:  Jose 
Reyes atoned for a pair of mis-
plays by hitting a leadoff double 
in the ninth inning and scoring 
when Yankees third baseman 
Yangervis Solarte threw away a 
bunt, lifting host Toronto.

The Yankees trailed 6-0 before 
tying it, then lost their fourth in 
a row.

 White Sox 4, Orioles 2: Jose 
Quintana allowed one run in seven 
innings, Gordon Beckham hom-
ered and visiting Chicago snapped 
a five-game losing streak.

Alexei Ramirez had two hits 
and scored twice for the last-place 
White Sox, who had lost nine of 11 
overall and eight straight on the 
road.

 Mets 10, Athletics 1: Slump-
ing outfielder Chris Young hom-
ered twice, Travis d’Arnaud hit 
a three-run shot in his return 
from a demotion and towel-wav-
ing New York s roughed up Scott 
Kazmir and Oakland.

Bartolo Colon (8-5) shut down 
the team that didn’t want him 
back this year despite an 18-win 
season, pitching four-hit ball for 
eight innings against the AL West 
leaders.

 Phillies 7, Marlins 4: Marlon 
Byrd hit a two-run homer, David 
Buchanan threw five effective in-
nings for host Philadelphia.

Buchanan (4-3) allowed two runs 
and six hits to help the Phillies snap 
a three-game losing streak.

Braves 3, Astros 2: Brothers 
B.J. and Justin Upton tied the 
major league record for broth-
ers homering in the same game 
as teammates, accomplishing the 
feat for the fourth time, to lead 
Atlanta past host Houston.

B.J. Upton’s homer was a solo 
shot off Scott Feldman (3-5) in 
the third inning that put Atlanta 
up 2-1. Younger brother Justin 
connected off Feldman the next 
inning to push the lead to 3-1.

 Tigers 8, Rangers 2: Ian Kin-
sler homered in the first at-bat of 
his return to Texas as an oppo-

nent and J.D. Martinez had a tie-
breaking two-run shot as Detroit
beat Texas.

The AL Central-leading Tigers
won their fifth consecutive game.

Kinsler spent the first eight sea-
sons of his career in Texas before
being traded for Prince Fielder in
a swap of All-Stars last winter.  

Cubs 7, Reds 3:  Jake Arrieta
retired his first 18 batters and
struck out nine in seven impres-
sive innings for Chicago.

Arrieta (4-1) was working on a 
perfect game before rookie Billy
Hamilton started the seventh with 
a single up the middle. The right-
hander allowed two runs and three 
hits while improving to 3-0 with a
1.14 ERA in five June starts.

 Mariners 8, Red Sox 2:  Kyle
Seager had an RBI double in the
first inning and hit a three-run
homer in the fifth off Boston
starter Jake Peavy as host Seattle
won its fifth straight.

The Mariners matched their
longest winning streak of the sea-
son thanks to another offensive
outburst. One night after putting 
up 12 runs on the Red Sox, Seattle
hit two homers and handed Bos-
ton its fifth loss in six games.

Padres 7, Giants 2: Alexi 
Amarista drove in three runs on
three hits and San Diego handed
stumbling host San Francisco its
12th loss in 15 games.

Will Venable drove in two runs 
and Jesse Hahn (3-1) earned his
third straight victory for the Pa-
dres, who won their fifth in the
last seven games.

 Angels 8, Twins 6: Mike Trout
hit a tiebreaking two-run homer 
after host Los Angeles and Min-
nesota exchanged five-run in-
nings, and the Angels went on to
get their fourth straight victory.

C.J. Wilson (8-6) barely navi-
gated through five innings and 
left with the lead after allowing 
six runs and nine hits, includ-
ing back-to-back home runs for 
the second time in his last three 
starts. 

Rockies 10, Cardinals 5: 
Justin Morneau hit a three-run
homer and drove in six runs as
Colorado snapped a seven-game 
losing streak.

Jorge De La Rosa (7-6) allowed
five runs, four earned, in seven in-
nings. He is the first Rockies start-
er to earn a win since June 12. 

Kershaw extends dominance, shuts out KC

COLIN E. BRALEY/AP

The Dodgers’ Clayton Kershaw went eight innings, striking out eight 
batters, in his first outing since throwing a no-hitter June 18.

FROM PAGE 24

Tigers 8, Rangers 2 
Detroit     Texas
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
RDavis lf 5 0 3 1 DRrtsn cf 3 1 1 0
Kinsler 2b 5 1 2 3 LMartn ph-cf 2 0 1 1
MiCarr 1b 4 0 0 0 Andrus ss 4 0 1 0
D.Kelly 1b 0 0 0 0 Sardins ss 1 0 0 0
VMrtnz dh 4 1 2 1 Choo lf 4 0 0 0
JMrtnz rf 5 1 2 2 ABeltre 3b 4 0 4 1
Cstllns 3b 5 0 0 0 DMrph 3b 0 0 0 0
AJcksn cf 4 1 2 0 Rios rf 3 0 0 0
Avila c 4 2 3 1 C.Pena 1b 4 0 0 0
Suarez ss 4 2 2 0 Chirins c 4 0 0 0
     Choice dh 4 0 1 0
     Odor 2b 3 1 1 0
Totals 40 8 16 8 Totals 36 2 9 2
Detroit 100 000 520—8
Texas 001 000 001—2

E—Kinsler (2), Suarez (3). LOB—Detroit 
7, Texas 9. 2B—V.Martinez (18), J.Martinez 
(12), A.Jackson (15), Avila (13), Suarez (2), 
L.Martin (9). HR—Kinsler (9), J.Martinez 
(8). SB—R.Davis (21), A.Jackson (8). CS—
R.Davis (6), A.Jackson (3), Andrus (6).
 IP H R ER BB SO
Detroit
Smyly W,4-6 6 5 1 0 1 5
Alburquerque 1 1 0 0 0 2
Coke 1 1 0 0 0 1
C.Smith 1 2 1 1 0 2
Texas
Lewis L,5-5 61⁄3 9 4 4 0 6
Rowen  1⁄3 3 2 2 1 1
Sh.Tolleson 1 0 0 0 1 2
Poreda  1⁄3 4 2 2 0 1
Soria  2⁄3 0 0 0 0 1
S.Baker  1⁄3 0 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Alburquerque (Odor). T—
3:32. A—35,526 (48,114).

Scoreboard
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WIMBLEDON/SPORTS BRIEFS
Briefl y

Wednesday
At The All England Lawn Tennis

& Croquet Club
London

Purse: $42.5 million (Grand Slam)
Surface: Grass-Outdoor

Singles
Men

Second Round
Sergiy Stakhovsky, Ukraine, def. Er-

nests Gulbis (12), Latvia, 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 (5).
Kevin Anderson (20), South Africa, def. 

Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 7-6 (0), 
1-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Andy Murray (3), Britain, def. Blaz 
Rola, Slovenia, 6-1, 6-1, 6-0.

Grigor Dimitrov (11), Bulgaria, def. 
Luke Saville, Australia, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.

Alexandr Dolgopolov (21), Ukraine, 
def. Benjamin Becker, Germany, 6-7 (4), 
7-6 (0), 6-3, 6-4.

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Marinko 
Matosevic, Australia, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (7), 7-6 
(9), 4-6, 7-5.

Fabio Fognini (16), Italy, def. Tim Pu-
etz, Germany, 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (6), 6-3.

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Mar-
cos Baghdatis, Cyprus, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-1, 
6-4.

Roberto Bautista Agut (27), Spain, def. 
Jan Hernych, Czech Republic, 7-5, 4-6, 6-
2, 6-2.

Andrey Kuznetsov, Russia, def. David 
Ferrer (7), Spain, 6-7 (5), 6-0, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Tomas Berdych (6), Czech Republic, 
def. Bernard Tomic, Australia, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 
7-6 (3), 6-1.

Andrey Kuznetsov, Russia, def. David 
Ferrer (7), Spain, 6-7 (5), 6-0, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Women
First Round

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Kristina 
Mladenovic, France, 7-6 (4), 6-4.

Vera Zvonareva, Russia, def. Tara 
Moore, Britain, 6-4, 6-7 (3), 9-7.

Second Round
Li Na (2), China, def. Yvonne Meus-

burger, Austria, 6-2, 6-2.
Venus Williams (30), United States, 

def. Kurumi Nara, Japan, 7-6 (4), 6-1.
Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech 

Republic, def. Elena Vesnina (32), Russia, 
6-4, 6-2.

Agnieszka Radwanska (4), Poland, def. 
Casey Dellacqua, Australia, 6-4, 6-0.

Ekaterina Makarova (22), Russia, def. 
Misaki Doi, Japan, 7-5, 6-4.

Petra Kvitova (6), Czech Republic, def. 
Mona Barthel, Germany, 6-2, 6-0.

Caroline Garcia, France, def. Varvara 
Lepchenko, United States, 7-5, 6-3.

Doubles
Men

First Round
Jamie Murray, Britain, and John Peers 

(14), Australia, def. Daniel Evans and 
James Ward, Britain, 6-2, 6-4, 6-4.

Dustin Brown and Jan-Lennard Struff, 
Germany, def. Ken and Neal Skupski, Brit-
ain, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and Jurgen 
Melzer, Austria, def. Alex Bolt and An-
drew Whittington, Australia, 7-5, 3-6, 6-3, 
6-2.

Marcel Granollers and Marc Lopez (6), 
Spain, def. Marin Draganja, Croatia, and 
Florin Mergea, Romania, 6-7 (4), 6-1, 6-2, 
3-6, 6-1.

Andre Begemann, Germany, and Lu-
kas Rosol, Czech Republic, def. Guillermo 
Garcia-Lopez, Spain, and Philipp Oswald, 
Austria, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3, 7-5.

Juan-Sebastian Cabal, Colombia, and 
Marcin Matkowski (15), Poland, def. Mar-
celo Demoliner, Brazil, and Purav Raja, 
India, 6-2, 6-4, 6-4.

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Robert 
Lindstedt (7), Sweden, def. Santiago 
Giraldo and Alejandro Gonzalez, Colom-
bia, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4.

Jamie Delgado, Britain, and Gilles 
Muller, Luxembourg, def. Yen-hsun Lu, 
Taiwan, and Divij Sharan, India, 2-6, 2-6, 
7-6 (3), 6-3, 6-2.

Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Horia Tecau (11), Romania, def. Henri 
Kontinen and Jarkko Nieminen, Finland, 
7-6 (5), 6-4, 7-6 (4).

Teymuraz Gabashvili, Russia, and 
Mikhail Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, def. 
Andrey Golubev, Kazakhstan, and Denis 
Istomin, Uzbekistan, 7-6 (6), 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 
(6).

Aleksandr Nedovyesov, Kazakhstan, 
and Dmitry Tursunov, Russia, def. To-
masz Bednarek, Poland, and Benoit 
Paire, France, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (3), 7-6 (2), 6-2.

Women
First Round

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, and Mag-
dalena Rybarikova, Slovakia, def. Kveta 
Peschke, Czech Republic, and Katarina 
Srebotnik (3), Slovenia, 7-5, 6-3.

Julia Goerges and Anna-Lena Groene-
feld (10), Germany, def. Vesna Dolonc, 
Serbia, and Daniela Seguel, Chile, 6-2, 
6-3.

Lucie Hradecka, Czech Republic, and 
Michaella Krajicek (13), Netherlands, def. 
Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Alicja 
Rosolska, Poland, 5-7, 6-4, 6-2.

Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic, and 
Monica Niculescu, Romania, def. Sandra 
Klemenschits, Austria, and Raluca Olaru, 
Romania, 6-1, 6-4.

Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, and Ts-
vetana Pironkova, Bulgaria, def. Kaia 
Kanepi, Estonia, and Anna Tatishvili, 
United States, 6-2, 6-4.

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and 
Yaroslava Shvedova (12), Kazakhstan, 
def. Marina Erakovic, New Zealand, and 
Arantxa Parra-Santonja, Spain, 6-4, 3-6, 
6-3.

Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, and 
Mirjana Lucic-Baroni, Croatia, def. Jo-
hanna Konta and Tara Moore, Britain, 
6-4, 6-4.

The Associated Press

OMAHA, Neb. — The offense 
has been there for Virginia in the 
College World Series finals. The 
pitching is back now, too.

With the Cavaliers’ season 
on the line, Brandon Waddell 
pitched a five-hit complete game 
in a 7-2 victory over Vanderbilt on 
Tuesday night that forced a deci-
sive Game 3 on Wednesay night.  
The winner will earn its school’s 
first national championship in 
baseball.

 Waddell’s first nine-inning 
complete game came a night after 
Nathan Kirby imploded in Van-
derbilt’s nine-run third inning in 
a 9-8 loss to the Commodores on 
Monday. Waddell seemed to get 
better as the game went on, with 
the fourth inning a turning point.

Vanderbilt (50-21) held a 2-1 
lead and had a chance to add to 
it with John Norwood on second 
base. But Rhett Wiseman couldn’t 
get a bunt down to move him over, 
and he struck out looking. Wad-
dell then picked off Norwood at 
second.

 Virginia coach Brian O’Connor 
said his Cavaliers (53-15) re-
sponded like he thought they 
would after Monday’s loss.

“I know the bounce-back this 
team has shown all year long,” 
O’Connor said. “You know when 
you go through a season with a 
team, you start to learn and un-
derstand what they’re made of 
and what the fiber of a team is. I 
told the team after the game last 
night that there is no panic in this 
ballclub. Come out tonight and 
play a great ball game, and we’d 
have a chance to win.”

Waddell (10-3),  walked three 
and struck out five.

“He basically suffocated our 
offense for most of the night,” 
Vandy coach Tim Corbin said.

The sophomore left-hander 
didn’t allow a hit after Norwood’s 
double until the ninth inning. He 
retired 12 in a row before he is-
sued a walk with two outs in the 
ninth. 

Kenny Towns and John La 
Prise drove in two runs apiece for 
the Cavaliers  .  

Ex-Patriot’s murder
trial set May 2015

BOSTON — A judge has ten-
tatively scheduled former New 
England Patriots star Aaron Her-
nandez to stand trial next year in 
May on murder charges in the 
2012 drive-by slayings of two 
men.

Hernandez has pleaded not 
guilty to killing Daniel de Abreu 
and Safiro Furtado after a night-
club encounter.

During a hearing Tuesday in 
Suffolk Superior Court, Hernan-
dez’s lawyers asked Judge Jeffrey 
Locke to issue a gag order prohib-

iting anyone involved in the case 
from commenting outside court.

They said they were concerned
Hernandez wouldn’t get a fair 
trial because of extensive media
coverage on the double slayings
and another murder case against
Hernandez in the 2013 death of
semi-professional football player 
Odin Lloyd.

Prosecutors objected, saying
they hadn’t made any improper
comments about the case. The
judge didn’t immediately rule.

Penguins hire Johnston 
as new coach

PITTSBURGH — The Pitts-
burgh Penguins have hired Mike 
Johnston as the team’s new head
coach, replacing Dan Bylsma,
who was fired on June 6.

The 57-year-old Johnston, in-
troduced at a Wednesday news
conference, spent the past six 
years with the Portland Winter-
hawks of the Western Hockey 
League. He previously served
as an NHL associate head coach 
with the Los Angeles Kings and 
Vancouver Canucks.

 The Penguins also hired 18-
year NHL veteran Rich Tocchet 
as Johnston’s top assistant and
released Tony Granato and Todd 
Reirden.

In other NHL news:
� The Tampa Bay Lightning 

have taken a top free agent off the
market by signing forward Ryan 
Callahan to a six-year contract. 

NFL to remove cap
on concussion damages

PHILADELPHIA — The NFL 
agreed Wednesday to remove 
a $675 million cap on damages
from thousands of concussion-re-
lated claims after a federal judge 
questioned whether there would 
be enough money to cover as 
many as 20,000 retired players.

A revised settlement agree-
ment filed in federal court in 
Philadelphia also eliminates a 
provision that barred anyone who
gets concussion damages from 
the NFL from suing the NCAA or 
other amateur football leagues.

U.S. District Judge Anita Brody
had denied preliminary approval 
of the deal in January because 
she worried the money could run
out sooner than expected. The
settlement, negotiated over sev-
eral months, is designed to last at
least 65 years and cover retired
players who develop Lou Gehrig’s
disease, dementia or other neuro-
logical problems believed to be
caused by concussions suffered
during their pro careers.

More than 4,500 former players 
have filed suit, some accusing the
league of fraud for its handling of
concussions. 

BY STEPHEN WILSON

The Associated Press

LONDON — Andy Murray was 
a man in a hurry. Venus Williams 
took awhile to get going.

The defending men’s champion 
and five-time women’s winner 
took different routes Wednes-
day to reach the third round at 
Wimbledon.

Murray dropped just two games 
and needed only 81 minutes to 
blow away Blaz Rola of Slovenia 
6-1, 6-1, 6-0, a dominant perfor-
mance that showed he’ll be tough 
to beat as he bids to become the 
first British player to retain the 
Wimbledon title in 77 years.

“If you can finish matches as 
quickly as possible it definitely 
helps in the long run,” Murray 
said.

Williams overcame a slow start 
to beat Japan’s Kurumi Nara 7-
6 (4), 6-1 to get past the second 
round of a major for only the 
second time in her last 10 Grand 
Slam tournaments.

“It’s definitely a step in the 
right direction,” Williams said. 
“The thing that I just have to real-
ly work on is being on tour consis-
tently and playing tournaments.”

Next up for Williams is a third-
round clash with 2011 cham-
pion Petra Kvitova, the Czech 
lefthander who downed Mona 
Barthel of Germany 6-2, 6-0.

“I think we both play similar 
games, really go for it,” Williams 
said. “She’s one of the kind of 
players who can get kind of hot 
against me.”

For Murray, it was one of the 
most emphatic wins of his career. 
He had never previously dropped 
fewer than six games in a match 
at Wimbledon, and it was his most 
one-sided victory at a Grand Slam 
since losing just one game to Al-
berto Martin at the Australian 
Open in 2007. 

Murray broke eight times, 
saved the three break points 
against him and had only 13 un-
forced errors.

“I played well today,” Murray 
said. “This is the first year he’s 
played on grass. He just came out 
of college and he’s broken into 
the top 100. It was tough for him 
today, he doesn’t have much grass 
court experience but I think he’ll 
keep improving.”

The 30th-seeded Williams won 
six straight points in the tiebreak-
er after being down 1-4 and ran 
off six straight games in the sec-
ond set to beat 41st-ranked Nara 
on Court 3 at the All England 
Club.

“In the tiebreaker that’s when 
it comes down to who’s going to 
be more consistent and more ag-
gressive,” Williams said. “In the 
beginning she was, but thankfully 
I was able to turn it around.”

Williams, winner of seven 
Grand Slam titles, lost in the first 
round in her last appearance at 
Wimbledon in 2012. The only 
other time she has made it past 
the second round in her last 10 
Grand Slams was at the 2013 Aus-
tralian Open. She hasn’t reached 
the fourth round at a major since 
Wimbledon in 2011.

 Also advancing to the third 
round was second-seeded Aus-
tralian Open champion Li Na, 
who beat Yvonne Meusburger of 
Austria 6-2, 6-2 on Court 2. 

Fourth-seeded Agnieszka Rad-
wanska of Poland opened play 
on Centre Court and needed less 
than an hour to beat Australia’s 
Casey Dellacqua 6-4, 6-0.

David Ferrer’s streak of reach-
ing at least the third round at 17 
consecutive Grand Slam tourna-
ments ended Wednesday with a 
6-7 (5), 6-0, 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 loss to 
118th-ranked qualifier Andrey 
Kuznetsov of Russia.

The seventh-seeded Ferrer’s 
loss was his first in the second 
round at a major since the 2010 
Australian Open.

He made the quarterfinals 
at the last 10 Slams, including 
being the 2013 French Open 
runner-up. 

Murray, Venus
reach third round
Defending men’s champ wastes no time;
Na also advances, but Ferrer streak stopped

Scoreboard

Virginia forces
third and decisive
game of CWS

ALASTAIR GRANT/AP

Venus Williams gestures to Kurumi Nara during their singles  match 
Wednesday at Wimbledon. Williams rallied to win 7-6 (4), 6-1.
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NBA DRAFT

ORLIN WAGNER/AP

Kansas center Joel Embiid was projected to be the top pick in the 
NBA draft until he suffered a stress fracture in his right foot.

Embiid latest to see stock plummet over health woes

Big men, big risks
BY TIM REYNOLDS

The Associated Press

MIAMI — Greg Oden has had 
years to think about the plight of 
his knees, and still has no good 
answers.

The No. 1 pick in the 2007 NBA 
draft is a poster child for big man 
bad luck, an epidemic that’s been 
sweeping the league for years. 
The latest victim seems to be Joel 
Embiid, a 7-footer expected to be 
the No. 1 pick in Thursday’s draft 
before a recently suffered stress 
fracture in his right foot almost 
certainly robbed the former Kan-
sas star of that chance.

“My body did what it wanted,” 
Oden said. “It didn’t do what I 
wanted.”

Oden a few weeks ago recalled 
the frustration of his situation. 
But he and Embiid are hardly 
alone. For every huge success 
story like the ones from Shaquille 
O’Neal, David Robinson, Tim 
Duncan and Hakeem Olajuwon, 
there’s been the cautionary tales 
of Sam Bowie, Pervis Ellison, Mi-
chael Olowokandi, Kwame Brown 
and Oden.

Big men, big risks and often, 
big problems.

NBA teams remain undeterred. 
That’s good news for Embiid 
— after all, despite Oden’s litany 
of problems, he’s currently on an 
NBA roster.

Still, Embiid might lose some 
big money Thursday.

If he was the No. 1 pick, he would 
have been guaranteed about $14.4 
million for his first three years in 
the NBA. If he slides to just No. 
10, his rookie-deal salary for 
those first three years would be 
about $8.1 million less.

“Joel will be unable to partici-
pate in any additional workouts, 
and will not attend the draft in 
New York,” agent Arn Tellem 
said.

Embiid already had some 

health questions, mostly regard-
ing a balky back that affected him 
toward the end of his final college 
season with Kansas. Now he’s had 
foot surgery and could be out for 
up to six months, likely ending his 
rookie season before it starts.

That doesn’t make Embiid 
unique.

His situation could turn out to 
be similar to what former Ken-
tucky star Nerlens Noel faced 
this past season. Noel was recov-
ering from a torn knee ligament, 
an injury that ended his college 
career and quite probably cost 
him a chance to be the No. 1 pick. 
Despite the injury, he was still 
drafted No. 6 by New Orleans and 
traded to the Philadelphia 76ers.

And with the Philadelphia cur-
rently holding seven picks in this 
draft, it’s easy to wonder if the 
76ers would consider grabbing 
Embiid and giving him a year to 
recover in the same manner that 
they did with Noel.

“I feel for him,” Noel told re-
porters in Kentucky after Embi-
id’s injury was announced. “He’s 
had all that pressure and all that 
expectation. He’s just got to stay 
positive and keep working on 
himself ... do what he can do, be-
cause everything else is out of his 
control.”

There’s no shortage of big 
men who have buckled under the 
weight of big expectations.

Ellison was the No. 1 pick in 
1989, got injured as a rookie and 
basically had only one great sea-
son as a pro. Kent Benson, the No. 
1 pick in 1977, averaged 9.1 points 
per game in his career. Hasheem 

Thabeet was the No. 2 pick in 
2009; he’s averaged 2.2 points per
game since. Olowokandi was an
enormous bust at No. 1, slogging 
through an injury-plagued career
and never averaging more than
12.3 points in a season.

And Michael Jordan will for-
ever be tied to perhaps the two
biggest big-man draft blunders:
He was picked one spot after Sam
Bowie went at No. 2 to Portland in
1984, and Jordan wound up tak-
ing Brown first overall in 2001. 
For as much as Bowie’s career
was derailed by injuries — and
for as much as he was a punch
line for years — he still scored
1,529 more NBA points than
Brown did, despite playing 96
fewer games.

“When was the last time there
was a great big?” Miami Heat 
President Pat Riley said last
week. “Anthony Davis is a power
forward. He’s quite a talent. So 
there’s a few guys that have made
it but find the 7-foot centers, the
prototype center. I haven’t seen
one of those guys out there for a
long time.”

Riley had Oden on the Heat this
past season. Oden’s career has 
been plagued by injuries. And the 
guy taken immediately after him
in the 2007 draft, Kevin Durant,
is now the NBA’s reigning MVP.

But Riley can’t bring himself to
say he’s giving up on Oden.

After all, big men aren’t found
just anywhere. Such is the lure.

“You just don’t want to walk
away,” Riley said, “from that kind
of a talent.”

‘ My body did what it wanted. It didn’t do 
what I wanted. ’

Greg Oden
No. 1 pick in 2007 NBA draft



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 28     F3HIJKLM Thursday, June 26, 2014

BY RAF CASERT

The Associated Press

MOGI DAS CRUZES, Brazil — 
For South Korea, 2002 is starting 
to feel like more than just a dozen 
years ago.

The team that reached the 
semifinals at its home World Cup 
in its heyday has been struggling 
mightily in Brazil, where even 
a lucky break hasn’t managed 
to bring it close to the second 
round.

South Korea is staring at an 
early elimination unless it can 
somehow beat already-qualified 
Belgium on Thursday in their 
final Group H game and have 
the result of Algeria-Russia go its 
way.

But the team coached by Hong 
Myung-bo — who was the cap-
tain for its semifinal run in 2002 
— still has an almost blind belief 
that things will turn, somehow.

“We will now do our best to 
the very end of the competition. 
That’s the only option we have 
left,” Hong said.

His team already benefited 
from a piece of luck when Russia 
gifted it the lead in their open-
ing 1-1 draw, when Igor Akinfeev 
fluffed an easy shot for the big-
gest goalkeeper blunder so far of 
the World Cup.

South Korea couldn’t hang on 
to the lead for more than six min-
utes, though, and its lightweight 
defense was further exposed 
when it conceded four goals in a 
loss to Algeria, making sure its 
two goals were for naught.

Now it must overcome a Bel-
gium side that is already through 
to the next round, but wants to 
keep its perfect record going.

Some key players will be miss-
ing for Belgium, though. Since 
starters Axel Witsel and Toby Al-
derweireld already have a yellow 
card and face the threat of sus-
pension, they won’t start.

“Our focus is on the second 
round,” said Belgium coach Marc 
Wilmots.

Wilmots is also considering 
sidelining captain and central de-
fender Vincent Kompany to spare 

his groin from any more strain 
after he had to miss three days of 
training in the run-up to Sunday’s 
game against Russia.

Even though Wilmots has suc-
cessfully relied on a strong bench 
to get a 2-1 victory over Alge-
ria and a 1-0 win over Russia, 
the weakened lineup could offer 
South Korea a chance to force a 
breakthrough and lift it from its 
last place in the group right into 
the second round.

Russia plays Algeria at the 
same time Thursday, with every 
team still having a chance at 
advancing.

Belgium is already through 
with six points from two games, 
with Algeria second at three 
points while Russia and South 
Korea have one each. Russia, 
however, has a better goal differ-
ence than the Asians.

Even though Belgium will be 
willing to experiment a bit, it will 
also try to make sure to finish 
first and avoid a likely second-
round match against the mighty 
Germans. The United States and 
Germany now share the lead in 
Group G but Portugal and Ghana 
also still have an outside chance 
to advance.

Wilmots said though, that 
his team will always want to 
win any match, whatever the 
consequence.

“I just want that first place. 
Whether we play Germany now 
or later, what’s the difference? 
For all we know, Germany might 
still finish second in its group,” 
Wilmots said.

BY PAN PYLAS

The Associated Press

CURITIBA, Brazil — Thirty 
two years on from one of the most 
controversial moments in World 
Cup history, Algeria finally has a 
real opportunity to reach the sec-
ond round of the World Cup for 
the first time.

When it meets Russia on Thurs-
day in Group H in the southern 
Brazilian city of Curitiba, Algeria 
knows that a second straight win 
will mean a place in the last 16. A 
draw would probably be enough, 
too — unless South Korea secures 
a big win over Belgium, which 
has already qualified.

After a late 1-0 defeat to Bel-
gium in its second game, Russia 
can only hope to progress with 
a win. Should South Korea beat 
Belgium, it would then go down to 
goal difference between the Rus-
sians and South Koreans.

Following the disappointment 
of losing its opening game to Bel-
gium 2-1, despite being ahead 
for much of the match, Algeria 
is now back in contention after a 
convincing 4-2 victory over South 
Korea. It was Algeria’s first win 
in in the World Cup since 1982.

The performance showed the 
team’s attacking intent with three 
of the changes from the first 
game introduced by coach Vahid 
Halilhodzic getting on the score 
sheet. Algeria has shown itself 

to be well-organized and techni-
cally assured, with midfielder So-
fiane Feghouli directing much of 
the team’s play.

Qualification could also help 
erase the bitter memory of 1982 
when Algeria failed to progress to 
the second stage after West Ger-
many and Austria played out a 
result that suited them both. The 
two teams, meeting a day after 
Algeria had won its last group 
game, knew that a 1-0 win for 
West Germany would put both 
through to the second round at 
Algeria’s expense.

After West Germany took an 
early lead, the game drifted at 
walking pace and ended with the 
score unchanged. The embar-
rassing display prompted FIFA to 
introduce simultaneous kickoffs 
for the final group games.

Russia, playing in its first World 

Cup since 2002, still has a reason-
able chance of advancing.

Fabio Capello’s squad of en-
tirely Russian-based players has
showed glimpses of potential
and pressured Belgium for long 
stretches but lacked high-quality 
finishing during a 1-0 defeat. The
team was also unlucky in its open-
ing 1-1 draw with South Korea, 
conceding a soft goal when expe-
rienced keeper Igor Akinfeev let 
the ball slip through his hands.

There’s no chance of Capello
underestimating Algeria after his 
experience as coach of England 
at the 2010 World Cup. For many
in England, the 0-0 draw against
Algeria in a group game stands
out as the most toothless display 
in a lackluster campaign, even 
more so than the 4-1 demolition
by Germany in the second round.

“We have no other option than
to go out and beat Algeria,” Ca-
pello said, playing down any com-
parisons between the two games.

If it fails to qualify for the next
round, Russia knows it will be
playing in the World Cup in 2018
through its status as host.

“After not playing in the World
Cup in 12 years, this tournament
does a great service to us,” said
Capello, who has already earned
a contract extension through to
2018. “It helps us understand
the level at which we need to
compete.”

WORLD CUP

Group H
Algeria vs. Russia

AFN-Xtra
9:30 p.m. Thursday CET

4:30 a.m. Friday JKT

Algeria seeks first-ever berth in second round

Unknown territory
MICHAEL SOHN/AP

Algeria’s Rafik Halliche celebrates scoring his team’s second goal during Sunday’s Group H match 
against South Korea Porto Alegre, Brazil. Algeria has never qualified for the second round.

South Korea faces
early elimination

Group H
South Korea vs. Belgium

AFN-Sports
9:30 p.m. Thursday CET

4:30 a.m. Friday JKT

JON SUPER/AP

South Korea’s Kim Shin-wook, left, walks off the pitch with his 
teammates after their 4-2 loss to Algeria in Sunday’s Group H match 
in Porto Alegre, Brazil. South Korea has a tie and a loss.
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FIFA investigating bite
The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — Luis Suarez could 
become just as awkward for football’s in-
ternational organizers to handle as he has 
been for rival teams at the World Cup.

The Uruguay forward’s alleged bite into 
the left shoulder of Italy defender Giorgio 
Chiellini in a crucial group-stage game 
has hit a raw nerve at a tournament which 
has been characterized by a high quality of 
football and entertainment.

The consequences of Suarez’s bite — just 
before Uruguay scored the clinching goal 
to knock out the four-time champion Ital-
ians — will now test FIFA president Sepp 
Blatter’s often-stated commitment to “fair 
play, discipline, respect.”

Blatter, who was in the crowd for the 
Uruguay-Italy match at Natal, has previ-
ously pledged a zero tolerance for the dark-
er side of the game. Many are questioning 
where that leaves a player like Suarez, the 
star Liverpool striker who has a history of 
disciplinary problems.

In the early hours of Wednesday, FIFA 
announced it had opened a disciplinary 
case against the player.

  The incident occurred at about the 80th 
minute when Suarez and Chiellini got tan-
gled up in front of the Italy goal. The ap-
parent chomp happened in an instant, but 
caught by television cameras, it became a 
worldwide sensation, and could lead to Su-
arez being kicked out of the World Cup.

The referee didn’t see a bite, and no foul 
was called despite Chiellini pleading and 
pulling down his jersey to show a red mark 
on his left shoulder.

About a minute later, Uruguay scored 
the winning goal in a 1-0 game that sent 
Italy home.

 Suarez  has twice before been disciplined 
for biting opponents in league games.

Suarez didn’t confirm or deny the bite, 
but said he was angry that Chiellini — one 

of the best defenders in the world and
known for his physical play — had hit him
in the eye during the game.

“These are things that happen on the 
pitch, we were both in the area, he thrust 
his shoulder into me,” Suarez said in Span-
ish. “These things happen on the pitch,
and we don’t have to give them so much
(importance).” 

HASSAN AMMAR/AP

Italy’s Giorgio Chiellini displays his 
shoulder showing apparent teeth marks 
from Uruguay’s Luis Suarez during 
Tuesday’s Group D match at the Arena 
das Dunas in Natal, Brazil.

Group C roundup

Penalty
kick lifts
Greece

The Associated Press

FORTALEZA, Brazil — Greece doesn’t 
score often at the World Cup, but its goals 
certainly come at the right time.

Greece doubled its total scoring tally at 
World Cup tournaments by netting twice 
against the Ivory Coast on Tuesday — the 
second coming through an injury-time 
penalty that secured a 2-1 victory and a 
spot in the knockout rounds.

Having gone scoreless through its first 
two games in Brazil — a loss and a draw 
— the Greeks are now improbably into the 
round of 16 for the first time in their his-
tory — when European powers like Spain, 
Italy and England are going home.

Ivory Coast only needed a draw to ad-
vance at Greece’s expense and was a 
couple of minutes away from celebrating 
when Georgios Samaras was adjudged to 
have been tripped in the area by substitute 
Giovanni Sio. Samaras calmly slotted in 
the spot kick for a last-gasp win that elimi-
nated the Africans.

“This means so much to me, to us ... To-
night we had energy,” Samaras said, dedi-
cating the win to Greeks suffering through 
financial crisis. “We really hope we can 
make the people happy back home. We are 
a team. A team — that’s it.”

Celebrations erupted in Greece, where 
the game ended well after midnight. Thou-
sands of fans poured into the streets to 
celebrate in Athens, and the country’s sec-
ond-largest city Thessaloniki.

The players in Fortaleza danced around 
in a circle and sang with small groups of 
travelling fans at Arena Castelao who had 
been drowned out all night by the pro-Af-
rican Brazilian crowd.

Greece only scored twice in its previous 
two World Cup tournaments and lost its 
opening game in Brazil to eventual Group 
C winner Colombia 3-0 before holding 
Japan 0-0.

On Tuesday, it took the lead just before 
halftime through substitute Andreas Sa-
maris, who punished Ivorian Ismael Tiote 
for a careless pass backward.  

Colombia 4, Japan 1: At Cuiaba, Brazil, 
James Rodriguez scored a brilliant goal 
and set up two more for Jackson Martinez 
as Colombia routed Japan to confirm top 
spot in Group C and eliminate the Asian 
champions from the World Cup.

Already assured of advancing, Colom-
bia guaranteed first place with its third 
straight win, setting up a second-round 
match against Uruguay. Japan finished 
with a draw and two losses in a disappoint-
ing campaign.

The Colombians started with a virtual 
second-string lineup but still went in front 
when Juan Cuadrado — one of the few 
regular starters — drilled in a 17th-minute 
penalty.

Japan equalized with the last touch of the 
first half through Shinji Okazaki’s header 
but Martinez scored in the 55th and 82nd 
minutes — both from superb passes from 
substitute Rodriguez — to put the result 
beyond doubt.

Rodriguez capped it off with his stunning 
solo goal in the 89th, turning his marker 
inside out before chipping the advancing 
goalkeeper with a deft finish that bore all 
the hallmarks of the great Lionel Messi.

HASSAN AMMAR/AP

Uruguay’s Luis Suarez holds his teeth after the biting incident with Italy’s Giorgio Chiellini. Uruguay won the match 1-0.

Uruguay’s Suarez faces discipline

Luis Suarez could be banned by 
FIFA for up to 24 matches or two 
years for apparently biting Italy de-
fender Giorgio Chiellini, according 
to the governing body’s disciplinary 
rules.

 The code allows for suspensions to 
be applied by time or number of in-
ternational matches.

“Unless otherwise specified, it 
may not exceed twenty-four matches 
or twenty-four months,” Article 19 of 
the FIFA code states. 

— The Associated Press

Rules allow ban
of up to 2 years
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BY STEVE DOUGLAS

The Associated Press

CUIABA, Brazil — Whether at 
international or club level, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo’s goals, skills and 
mere presence has got his vari-
ous teams out of many sticky situ-
ations down the years.

Yet even the world player of the 
year may have met his match at 
the World Cup, considering the 
size of the task he faces with Por-
tugal on Thursday.

Arguably the most hotly con-
tested group in Brazil reaches 
its climax with both qualification 
spots still up for grabs heading 
into the final round of fixtures in 
Group G.

Portugal and Ghana both need 
to win when they meet in Brasilia 
— but both know they are at the 
mercy of a match being played 
simultaneously more than 1,200 
miles away, Germany vs. the 
United States in Recife.

With Germany and the U.S. 
on four points, a draw would put 
both teams through to the last 
16. In that case, the outcome of 
the game between Portugal and 
Ghana, who are on one point, 
would not matter.

Portugal’s task is even harder 
because its goal difference is 
minus-4, much worse than the 
Germans (plus-4) and the Ameri-
cans (plus-1).

“We’re depending on third par-
ties,” a resigned-looking Portugal 

coach Paulo Bento said. “We’re 
depending on results of other 
teams.”

Ghana, which has a goal differ-
ence of minus-1, has more hope. 
A victory in the Brazilian capital, 
combined with a win for Germa-
ny, could see it qualify instead of 
the U.S.

Conspiracy theories have gone 
into overdrive since Portugal’s 
last-gasp equalizer in the 2-2 draw 
with the United States, which 
left everyone in the group alive. 
Cynics point to West Germany’s 
1-0 victory against Austria in the 
1982 World Cup and the 2-2 draw 
between Denmark and Sweden in 
the 2004 European Championship 
as examples of teams securing 
mutually beneficial results.

But the Portuguese only have 
themselves to blame for leaving 
the team in such a dire situation. 
Poor, even before Pepe’s silly red 

card for head-butting in an open-
ing 4-0 loss to Germany, they also 
failed to play like a side ranked 
No. 4 by FIFA against the United 
States. Only Silvestre Varela’s 
header with 30 seconds left of five 
minutes of stoppage time kept 
them in World Cup contention.

“We’re probably just an aver-
age team. I’d be lying if I said we 
were a top team,” said Ronaldo, 
whose only noteworthy contribu-
tion in 180 minutes of action in 
Brazil was the perfect cross that 
set up Varela for his goal.

“Recently I haven’t been how I 
had hoped,” added the Real Ma-
drid star, who has been nursing 
a left knee injury throughout the 
tournament.

Pepe, the Real Madrid cen-
ter back, is available again after 
suspension.

Ghana has offered more in 
Brazil than Portugal, and could 
be considered unlucky to have 
just one point to show from its ef-
forts after losing 2-1 to the Amer-
icans and drawing 2-2 against 
Germany.

The 2010 quarterfinalists will 
be without one of their best play-
ers, midfielder Sulley Muntari, 
and are expected to stick with the 
same attacking philosophy they 
have adopted so far.

“I always believe that the best 
way to defend is to attack,” Ghana 
coach James Appiah said after 
the Germany game.

WORLD CUP

Group G
Ghana vs. Portugal

AFN-Xtra
5:30 p.m. Thursday CET

12:30 a.m. Friday JKT

Portugal, Ghana must win,
keep their fingers crossed

First round
x-advanced to second round

GROUP A
 W L T GF GA Pts
x-Brazil 2 0 1 7 2 7
x-Mexico 2 0 1 4 1 7
Croatia 1 2 0 6 6 3
Cameroon 0 3 0 1 9 0

Thursday, June 12
Brazil 3, Croatia 1

Friday, June 13
Mexico 1, Cameroon 0

Tuesday, June 17
Brazil 0, Mexico 0

Wednesday, June 18
Croatia 4, Cameroon 0

Monday, June 23
Brazil 4, Cameroon 1
Mexico 3, Croatia 1

GROUP B
 W L T GF GA Pts
x-Netherlands 3 0 0 10 3 9
x-Chile 2 1 0 5 3 6
Spain 1 2 0 4 7 3
Australia 0 3 0 3 9 0

Friday, June 13
Netherlands 5, Spain 1
Chile 3, Australia 1

Wednesday, June 18
Netherlands 3, Australia 2
Chile 2, Spain 0

Monday, June 23
Spain 3, Australia 0
Netherlands 2, Chile 0

GROUP C
 W L T GF GA Pts
x-Colombia 3 0 0 9 2 9
x-Greece 1 1 1 2 4 4
Ivory Coast 1 2 0 4 5 3
Japan 0 2 1 2 6 1

Saturday, June 14
Colombia 3, Greece 0
Ivory Coast 2, Japan 1

Thursday, June 19
Colombia 2, Ivory Coast 1
Greece 0, Japan 0

Tuesday, June 24
Colombia 4, Japan 1
Greece 2, Ivory Coast 1

GROUP D
 W L T GF GA Pts
x-Costa Rica 2 0 1 4 1 7
x-Uruguay 2 1 0 4 4 6
Italy 1 2 0 2 3 3
England 0 2 1 2 4 1

Saturday, June 14
Costa Rica 3, Uruguay 1
Italy 2, England 1

Thursday, June 19
Uruguay 2, England 1

Friday, June 20
Costa Rica 1, Italy 0

Tuesday, June 24
Uruguay 1, Italy 0
Costa Rica 0, England 0

GROUP E
 W L T GF GA Pts
France 2 0 0 8 2 6
Ecuador 1 1 0 3 3 3
Switzerland 1 1 0 4 6 3
Honduras 0 2 0 1 5 0

Sunday, June 15
Switzerland 2, Ecuador 1
France 3, Honduras 0

Friday, June 20
France 5, Switzerland 2
Ecuador 2, Honduras 1

Wednesday, June 25
Switzerland vs. Honduras
Ecuador vs. France

GROUP F
 W L T GF GA Pts
x-Argentina 3 0 0 6 3 9
x-Nigeria 1 1 1 3 3 4
Bosnia-Herzegovina 1 2 0 4 4 3
Iran 0 2 1 1 4 1

Sunday, June 15
Argentina 2, Bosnia-Herzegovina 1

Monday, June 16
Iran 0, Nigeria 0

Saturday, June 21
Argentina 1, Iran 0
Nigeria 1, Bosnia-Herzegovina 0

Wednesday, June 25
Argentina 3, Nigeria 2
Bosnia-Herzegovina 3, Iran 1

GROUP G
 W L T GF GA Pts
Germany 1 0 1 6 2 4
United States 1 0 1 4 3 4
Ghana 0 1 1 3 4 1
Portugal 0 1 1 2 6 1

Monday, June 16
Germany 4, Portugal 0
United States 2, Ghana 1

Saturday, June 21
Germany 2, Ghana 2

Sunday, June 22
Portugal 2, United States 2

Thursday, June 26
At Recife, Brazil

Germany vs. United States
At Brasilia, Brazil

Portugal vs. Ghana
GROUP H

 W L T GF GA Pts
x-Belgium 2 0 0 3 1 6
Algeria 1 1 0 5 4 3
Russia 0 1 1 1 2 1
South Korea 0 1 1 3 5 1

Tuesday, June 17
Belgium 2, Algeria 1
Russia 1, South Korea 1

Sunday, June 22
Belgium 1, Russia 0
Algeria 4, South Korea 2

Thursday, June 26
At Sao Paulo

Belgium vs. South Korea
At Curitiba, Brazil

Algeria vs. Russia

Second round
Saturday, June 28

At Belo Horizonte, Brazil
Brazil vs. Chile

At Rio de Janeiro
Colombia vs. Uruguay

Sunday, June 29
At Fortaleza, Brazil

Netherlands vs. Mexico
At Recife, Brazil

Costa Rica vs. Greece
Monday, June 30
At Brasilia, Brazil

Group E winner vs. Nigeria
At Porto Alegre, Brazil

Group G winner vs. Group H second
place

Tuesday, July 1
At Sao Paulo

Argentina vs. Group E second place
At Salvador, Brazil

Group H winner vs. Group G second
place

Scoreboard

Group F roundup

Bosnia holds off Iran, sending African nation to knockout round

Argentina, Nigeria advance

MICHAEL SOHN/AP

Argentina’s Lionel Messi, left, gets a lift from a teammate as he 
celebrates scoring his side’s first goal during the Group F match 
against Nigeria in Porto Alegre, Brazil, on Wednesday.

The Associated Press

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil 
— Argentina beat Nigeria 3-2 in 
their last World Cup group match 
on Wednesday, with Lionel Messi 
and Ahmed Musa scoring two 
goals each before Marcos Rojo 
kneed in the winner.

Argentina won Group F while 
Nigeria also advanced despite the 
loss, becoming the first African 
team in the round of 16 in Brazil.

Messi opened the scoring in the 
third minute, slamming in the re-
bound after Angel Di Maria’s 
shot bounced off the post. Nigeria 
replied within a minute as Musa 
cut in from the left and beat Ser-
gio Romero with a curling shot 
toward the far post.

Messi’s perfectly hooked free 
kick restored the lead for Argen-
tina just before halftime. The 
Argentina captain has scored in 
each of the team’s three matches, 
and now has a total of four goals.

The second half started at the 
same furious pace as the first, 
with two goals within the first 
five minutes. First Musa took 
advantage of confusion in the Ar-
gentine defense to score his sec-

ond. Then Rojo made it 3-2 as he 
got his right knee on a corner kick 
three minutes later.

Both teams continued to chase 
more goals but the intensity 
dropped off somewhat as Argenti-
na coach Alejandro Sabella substi-
tuted Messi after the hour mark.

Tens of thousands of Argen-
tine fans had traveled to Porto 
Alegre for the match, taunting 
Brazilian spectators by singing 
“Maradona is greater than Pele” 
at the 44,000-capacity Beira-Rio 
Stadium.

The Brazilians booed and held 
up five fingers to remind the Ar-
gentines of how many World Cups 
they’ve won. Argentina has two.

Meanwhile, tragedy struck 
in Nigeria before the match, as 
an explosion rocked a shopping 
mall in the capital, Abuja, and 
police said at least 21 people were 
killed.

The blast came as Nigerians 
were preparing to watch the 
World Cup match. Many shops at 
the mall have TV screens but it 
was unclear if the explosion was 
timed to coincide with the match, 
which started an hour later.

Bosnia 3, Iran 1: At Salva-
dor, Brazil, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
ended Iran’s hopes of advancing 
to the knockout stages and reg-
istered its first World Cup win 
in the process with a victory in 
Group F.

The Bosnians took a command-
ing 2-0 lead with goals from Edin 
Dzeko in the 23rd and Miralem 
Pjanic in the 53rd before Iran hit 
back.

Reza Ghoochannejhad gave 
some hope to the Iranians with a 
tap-in goal in the 81st, but Avdija 
Vrsaljevic replied immediately 
with his low shot from the edge 
of the area to restore the two-goal 
buffer.

Iran needed a win to have any 
chance of advancing. The Bos-
nians were already out of conten-
tion following consecutive losses 
to Argentina and Nigeria.

Bosnia created most of the 
chances in the match, with Dzeko 
— criticized for missing several 
opportunities during Bosnia’s 
earlier two matches — firing a 
volley over the bar in the third 
minute, and then heading straight 
onto the Iranian goalkeeper.
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and Tim Howard. He scored the tying goal 
against Slovenia, helping the Americans 
reach the second round.

But in this year’s opener against Ghana, he 
had little impact in the match when compared 
with his past performances. That was despite 
completing 42 of 56 passes, both team highs.

“I’m certainly honest enough and hard 
enough with myself to know that it wasn’t my 
sharpest night, but unfortunately they’re not 
all going to be,” he said. “I think as a team we 
realized at a certain point that it wasn’t going 
to be a night making a million passes or nec-
essarily playing the most beautiful soccer, but 
it was about running and tackling and closing 
down and making the game hard on Ghana.”

He was far more dominant against Portu-

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

SAO PAULO — Michael Bradley stuck out 
his right foot to meet Fabian Johnson’s pass, 
ready to slot the ball into the empty net from 6 
yards out. Surely this would be a goal.

Then the ball struck Portuguese defender 
Ricardo Costa on a knee in front of the goal 
line and ricocheted away. Bradley stopped at a 
post, put a hand on each cheek and closed his 
eyes in shock, as if he had seen a ghost.

It’s been that type of World Cup for the U.S 
midfielder.

His night got even 
worse when he was 
stripped of the ball 
late in stoppage time, 
leading to Portugal’s 
tying goal in Sunday 
night’s 2-2 draw.

“In the game 
there’s a million of 
these kind of plays,” 
the 26-year-old 
Bradley said after-
ward in the bowels of 
Arena da Amazonia.

The U.S. may 
need at least a tie 
Thursday against 
three-time cham-

pion Germany to reach the knockout stage of 
consecutive World Cups for the first time and 
keep the record number of fans tuned in back 
home. Teammates count on Bradley’s end-to-
end play both to drive the attack and stiffen 
their defense.

Bradley ran 13,922 yards against Ghana 
and 13,346 versus Portugal, according to 
FIFA. Among players with two games, only 
Australia’s Matt McKay covered more.

Much has been expected of Bradley ever 
since he trained with the national team for the 
first time before the 2006 World Cup, when 
coach Bruce Arena gave the then-18-year-old 
his national team debut against Venezuela.

He became a regular during the next four-
year cycle when his dad, Bob Bradley, took 
over as coach. And by the 2010 World Cup in 
South Africa, he had transformed into one of 
the top American players, part of the spine 
along with Landon Donovan, Clint Dempsey 

Thursday, June 26, 2014
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minute of stoppage time in buggy, 
muggy Manaus. When Varela’s 
header sailed into the net off a 
beautiful cross from two-time 
world player of the year Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Howard instantly put 
his hands on his head and sighed.

If only the game had ended 
about 30 seconds earlier.

“Football’s cruel sometimes. 
It ebbs and flows,” said Howard, 
who has seven saves through two 
games. “We try and take every 
result as it comes. Our train-
ing sessions have been light and 
lively. We’ve got a great chance in 
the Group of Death, they say, to 
go through and advance, so we’re 
excited. I think we had one foot in 
the door, so there’s a small bit of 
disappointment.”

One of the best goalkeepers in 
the world and a star with Everton 
in England’s Premier League, 
Howard had 15 shutouts — one 
behind co-leaders Petr Cech of 
Chelsea and Wojciech Szczesny 
of Arsenal — in 37 league match-
es this season before joining the 

Americans last month for train-
ing camp in Northern California.

A back four of defenders that 
was scrutinized ahead of this 
World Cup for its lack of experi-
ence is quick to hug the big man. 
Howard’s hollering is something 
each player considers one of the 
most important factors in keep-
ing everybody organized.

“He had three or four huge 
saves. That’s what we expect 
from him,” central defender Matt 
Besler said. “One of Tim How-
ard’s biggest qualities is his com-
munication. He gets the best out 
of everybody. Everything starts 
with him. The organization. The 
confidence. He’s talking to us al-
most too much it feels like, but it’s 
great. I tell him I never want him 
to stop talking. Even if I know 
what to do, he’s still telling me 
what to do. Everything kind of 
starts with him.”

Portugal certainly peppered 
him from every angle.

Despite the near miss and 
late-game disappointment, coach 
Jurgen Klinsmann has all the 

confidence the U.S. will be ready 
to go again Thursday against his 
home country. He helped West 
Germany win the 1990 World 
Cup and then coached Germany 
to an improbable semifinal run 
on home soil in 2006.

“That’s what a World Cup is all 
about, and you live through those 
emotions positively and nega-
tively,” Klinsmann said. “You’ve 
just got to kind of cross it off then 
and move on. And we’re going 
to move on quickly. We’re going 
to take this point now and we’re 
going to do everything now gear-
ing toward Germany.”

There is some thought this 
could be Howard’s World Cup. He 
signed a two-year contract exten-
sion with Everton in April that 
takes him through 2018 and a 
likely finish to his career with the 
club. Backup Brad Guzan is the 
U.S. No. 1 goalkeeper in waiting.

Before Howard contemplates 
his future with the national team, 
he hopes to extend this run for as 
long as possible.

“Realistically we’ve given our-

selves every chance to advance, 
so we’re optimistic,” he said. 
“We’re pretty much right where 
we wanted to be when we started 
this whole process. We wanted to 
be going into the last game feeling 
like we have a chance, and we do.”

Bradley facing high expectations in Brazil

MARTIN MEJIA/AP

American Michael Bradley reacts after 
his shot on an open goal was blocked by 
Portugal’s Ricardo Costa during their 2-2 tie 
on Sunday. After a slow start against Ghana, 
Bradley led the U.S. with 65 completed 
passes and 75 attempts.

Did you know

Michael 
Bradley ran 
13,922 
yards against 
Ghana, and 
13,346 against 
Portugal.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

gal, again leading the U.S. with 65 completed 
passes and 75 attempts.

“Michael is undoubtedly one of our key play-
ers,” said Jurgen Klinsmann, who succeeded 
the elder Bradley three years ago. “He has an 
engine that’s unbelievable. He’s covering up 
for other players all over the place. His vision 
and his passing is just outstanding. Here and 
there it’s not going to be a perfect game.”

Bradley’s final moments against Portugal 
were especially frustrating. Eder shoved him 
off the ball, stole it and made a short pass to 
Nani, who sent it up the field and wide to Cris-
tiano Ronaldo. The world player of the year 
sent a 25-yard cross into the box, which was 
headed by Varela past Howard with about 30 
seconds left in five minutes of stoppage time, 
preventing the U.S. from clinching advance-
ment with a game to spare.

Ninety minutes later, Bradley already was 
looking ahead toward the game against Ger-
many in Recife.

“We have a big belief in ourselves and what 
we can do and what we’re all about,” he said.

Bradley comes from a big sports family. His 
father went on to coach Egypt from 2011-13 
and currently is with Norway’s Stabaek, the 
first American to coach a European first-di-
vision team. Uncle Scott, a former big league 
catcher, has been Princeton’s baseball coach 
for 17 seasons. Uncle Jeff is a longtime re-
porter known for his soccer and baseball 
coverage.

Soccer has allowed Michael to see the world 
during stints with the New York-New Jer-
sey MetroStars, Heerenveen (Netherlands), 
Borussia Moenchengladbach (Germany), 
Aston Villa (England), Chievo Verona and 
Roma (Italy), and now Toronto FC, which gave 
him a $6.5 million salary this year that trails 
only Seattle’s Dempsey in Major League Soc-
cer. Bradley has gained knowledge of tactics 
and style — in addition to learning Italian, 
Dutch and German.

Klinsmann is counting on him against 
Germany, the nation he helped lead to the 
1990 World Cup title and coached to the 2006 
semifinals.

“I’m absolutely sure that Michael will 
grow big-time into this tournament,” he said. 
“Every game you play now is getting bigger.”

‘ He has an 
engine that’s 
unbelievable. 
He’s cover-
ing up for 
other players 
all over the 
place. ’
Jurgen Klinsmann

affi liation

Keeping: Teammates appreciate Howard’s communication

JULIO CORTEZ/AP

Geoff Cameron pats U.S. goalie 
Tim Howard after he made a 
save against Portugal.
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Kershaw follows up no-no with another 
gem against Royals MLB, Page 25

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

RECIFE, Brazil — Tim Howard rarely 
makes it through a game without accepting 
multiple celebratory embraces from relieved 
American teammates.

It happens almost every time the U.S. goal-
keeper launches his solid, 6-foot-3 frame to 
make spectacular saves — diving, leaping and 
even punching the ball away for difficult stops.

There were a number of such moments Sun-
day night in a 2-2 tie against Portugal, and the 
Americans are counting on more of the same 

when they face three-time champion Germany 
on Thursday with a berth in the World Cup’s 
knockout round at stake.

The 35-year-old Howard will reach an im-
pressive milestone in the process: The Group 
G finale will be his 103rd international appear-
ance, passing Kasey Keller for the most by an 
American goalkeeper.

Not that it’s even on Howard’s mind with 
the U.S. trying to reach the knockout stage of 
consecutive World Cups for the first time. The 
Americans were in position to advance Sun-
day before they surrendered a goal in the fifth
SEE KEEPING ON PAGE 31
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U.S. goalkeeper Tim Howard will make his 103rd international apparearance when the Americans play Germany on Thursday in their Group G finale. It will be the most 
appearances ever by an American keeper, and the team is counting on some spectacular saves to advance to the knockout round.

Keeping faith Uruguay’s
Luis Suarez 
PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP
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US confident steadfast goalie Howard can help them stay alive
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